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The Pre-colonial Nigeria
He who usually got control over  the past, also got control over the future and he who got control over the present also controls the past. By this reasoning, it becomes imperative for the current day person to take control of the past by studying the pre-colonial Nigeria to shape their future. In this write-up, the paper will assess the pre-colonial countries of Zimbabwe. Specifically, the paper will address the many ways in which social institutions such as families, religion, laws, economy, and politics regulated the ways behaviour, thoughts, and appearances of the people; further, the paper will examine the comparison of these practices with the contemporary American approach to criminal justice and later on, the paper will discuss various lessons that can be drawn from comparing contemporary American criminal justice policy and pre-colonial Nigeria practices. 
 	The word"Precolonial," according to (Merriam Webster)is existing before an area undergoes a period of colonization. A state is a territory considered as an organized political community under one government (Beach). This means that it is a sovereign or defined territory which comprises of executive, courts, bureaucracy, and other institutions. In this case, the paper is discussing the Pre-colonial Nigeria. 
A study of the pre-colonial states can show us how vital and efficient gender specialization as a social institution was. In pre-colonial Nigeria, labor was divided in accordance with gender, where women would concentrate on things that they could do better than men, that is, where they have a comparative advantage. Women would focus on basketry, pottery, and weaving. These tasks are more feminine. According to (Moyana, 48), "women are more creative than men in basketry, weaving and other designs which are considered feminine. “On the other hand, he says men have got a comparative advantage in jobs such as mining as he deems masculine. Therefore we can learn gender specialization from the pre-colonial states and thus achieve more efficient execution of tasks, productively thus improving the G.D.P of our country. 
Furthermore, another social institution that existed in pre-colonial Nigeria was the education of ethics and other issues of life. This fundamental part of education now lacks in today's' generation hence leading to many divorces, domestic conflicts as well as political instability. (Mukanya) Cited that African Traditional Education was holistic; it covers all. The education was not bookish; there were no classrooms or libraries, and the teachers did not have paper qualifications as required today, but they were qualified by age; as older people, they were knowledgeable about African Tradition. Men were taught hunting, mining, smelting, sculpture, fighting as well as traditional medicine, whereas women were taught child-rearing, cookery, pottery, weaving, and digging roots for food. The division of labor creates peace as one concentrated on his or her tasks, thus avoiding conflicts in working areas. African Traditional education also taught young people about political values, respect for chiefs, headmen, and kings, thus leading to less rebellion against authority, unlike today where it is too much (rebellion against authority) due to exposure to various ideas from television, phones, and newspapers. 
Also, the pre-colonial Nigeria had a religion; typically, the whole pre-colonial Africa had a religion in which everyone believed in. According to Hanson, "religion means the ideas and also the practice concerning the societal relations with powers not yet seen. This is usually associated with moral directives , the prophecies together with explanations of the world and the followers of religion that forge bonds together through rituals, supplications, and other activities." (Hanson 2014 103).  However, the traditional religion the pre-colonial Nigeria recognized a creator of all things. The pre-colonial Nigeria religion had a belief that there are “spiritual forces” (Hanson 103), and those who follow the religion often partake in rituals to contact these unforeseen forces. The rituals that were performed in the pre-colonial Nigerian religion are ones that were meant to bring about a healing process for the ill, as well as political rituals intended for "the installation of new leaders." (Hanson 105) 
Besides, African Traditional education was very practical because it was required for immediate and everyday use in life as well as society. It was not only technical but was also meant for social solidarity and group cohesion. Therefore studying the pre-colonial Nigeria helps one to have brotherly feelings towards one another despite differences in language or color. This was supported by (Altikins, 78), who says that "Africans valued group life because it helped them in matters of agricultural activities, the social upbringing of children as well as for defense in purposes in wars over grazing lands and minerals.  
Moreover, the pre-colonial Nigeria had culture as one among its social institutions.  The cultures that were present in Nigeria during the precolonial period helped to shape behaviors of people during those times. They had specific rules that they had to keep up with; they were not supposed to go against the stipulated regulations. They had leaders whose roles were to ensure that anyone who goes against the laws was punished. With that being said, another social institution in pre-colonial Nigeria was politics.  Although it was not as loud as the contemporary Nigerian Politics, pre-colonial Nigeria had politics though leadership was hereditary. The leaders were the oldest people in the society as they were believed to be wise. They made decisions concerning various subjects, and they made laws and Regulations, and they also punished minimal offenders. They were highly respected in society. 
To study the past is essential for the survival of humanity. It has been said before by the historian. According to (Beach), "those not able to remember the past are condemned when they repeat it." how can those living understand how society thought in the past, Without a recording of the past, why they did as they did, the consequences of the choices they made during the immediate even today and aftermath? A good understanding by the pre-colonial states study which provides valuable insight for our generations in future. It is also essential to study pre-colonial states because the historical knowledge helps in empowering, relevant, and practical counsel for the people of the present-day on how to address problems as they occur.
Pre-colonial Nigeria brought to light the social institution of Family and friends' identity. (Moyana) Propounds that each person got a past and without knowledge of a person’s origin, it is not possible to understand the essential fundamentals people’s life hence the need to study history of the people. Historical findings includes the evidence on how groups, families, institutions, and countries were formed. (Moyana, 76) cited that studying the past “allows a common thing that brings seemingly people from different places to a common table for which they work together to fulfil a purpose. “It helps different groups to share identity even though they do not speak the same language, thus giving them a foundation to stand for their nation together. Knowledge of an identity pertains to a nation and provide patriots with accomplishment and a sense of worth based on past achievement. For example, the Great Nigerian monuments build a sense of value among Nigerians as it became a tourist center that is contributing to economic development. This provides truth on how states have interacted with each other and other societies, thus providing perspectives essential for responsible citizenship. Pre-colonial history builds patriotic feelings when one comes to know how the pre-colonial people had fought harder to regain their country from the hands of colonizers. The fact that someone had died fighting for this country’s identity seed a patriotic feeling among Nigerian people. Studying pre-colonial history, therefore, is a prerogative as it helps us to identify our root.
Furthermore, studying the pre-colonial Nigeria helps us to dismiss the Euro-centric view in which issues are perceived from a European point of view. Stance defines a Euro-centric view as seeing and writing or explaining Nigerian history from a European point of view.
Whites considered Africa as a dark continent full of barbarism and people struggling with backwardness. They promote the view that nothing good can come from Africa since they believed that Africans were uncivilized and view themselves as African saviors. Europeans ignore the achievements of Africans before their coming, such as the constrictions of great Nigeria, music, agriculture, and industry. Pre-colonial history corrects these views by bringing to light the Afro-centric view. According to Mukanya, civilization originated in Africa, as shown by their xenophilia (love for strangers) and genophilia (love for one's race). He further highlighted the achievements of blacks in industry, agriculture, and livestock rearing, which were essential aspects of the pre-colonial states. The study of pre-colonial Nigeria, therefore, is necessary since t correct the tainted history of African people.
Furthermore, the pre-colonial states highlight the economy as a social institution. African civilization and achievements among which is the construction of Great Nigeria. Pre-colonial people in Nigeria also smelt iron using molded furnaces to make axes, hoes, and spears, an indication that they were civilized. They grew crops such as millet, sorghum, and maize to sustain their economy. Also, the fact that they practiced both internal and external trade shows that they know commerce, which is another sign of civilization. The state system itself shows the level of civilization, as demonstrated by the State's system. It was hierarchical in order just as in the present-day Nigeria in which the president is the uppermost ruler followed by the vice presidents.  
To round off this assessment, one can say that the study of the pre-colonial of Nigeria is essential in that it highlights African achievements, civilization, aspect of identity, dismiss the Eurocentric view, as well as educating on the heritage and culture of Nigeria. 
Question B
(b) Compare these practices with the contemporary American approach to criminal justice.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Criminal justice systems are agencies and processes established by the State to ensure that there is control of crime to impose drawbacks on the people who go against the laws. In the United States of America, there is no criminal justice scheme, but instead, America has individual systems that seem similar. The criminal justice working in every area that dependents on the in-charge area.  The particular system got different agencies of law and its way to manage the processes of criminal justice (Raftopoulos et al.). There are two systems of criminal justice in the current America; the Federal and the State . The criminal justice systems of the state handles crimes that are done inside the jurisdiction of the State.
On the other hand, federal criminal justice is obliged with handling criminalities that are done within the centralized property or the crime in more than one state. Comparing the practices of the social institutions of the pre-colonial Nigeria with the contemporary American criminal justice, it is evident that the pre-colonial Nigeria lacked such systems. From the discussion, it is evident that the political institution of the pre-colonial Nigeria was far much different. The process in which the criminal were handles was also different, unlike the criminal Justice of America was there were only two types of criminal justice; federal and the State, the pre-colonial societies in Nigeria used capital punishment as a punishment to the criminal.  The sentence was difficult to discern. The use of capital punishment in pre-colonial Nigeria was linked with the idea that the political authorities and the ancestors of the world had. Sometimes the pre-colonial people considered the imaginary voices from their ancestors.  These imply that there were other criminal justices in the pre-colonial Nigeria that are different from the current American States and also these types of pre-colonial criminal justices the African States before the onset of the Europeans. 
As a result of the lack of a criminal justice system, the number of prisoners in the United States has augmented. According to research, it is evident that the number has increased by approximately 60%.  On the other hand, in pre-colonial Nigeria, people use to live in peace. The occasions of crimes were so minimal; it was so rare to witness anyone murdering someone. People were living in unity. The council of elders who acted as the leaders were the ones who handle the crimes and gave punishments to the criminals on the spot.
Still on criminal justice, in contemporary America, the number of prisoners has increased over time as a result of postponing cases. The cases that ought to be handled on the spot are procrastinated to another day, say a year or more. The divided criminal justice system is also a contributing factor towards the delay of the case.  Discussing the Nigerian pre-colonial criminal justice, there were no hanging cases. The responsible "officials," in this case the council of elders, were the responsible people who would make decisions concerning the required judgments and punishments for the criminal.
The United States of America is the leading State in the world with imprisonment, with more than two million people of its people in the national prisons and jails.  Over the last forty years, there has been an increase of approximately 150% of prisoners in federal prisons and jails. The primary reasons behind the rise in the number of prisoners are changes in sentencing law and policy and lack of changes in the rates of crime. Comparing this with the pre-colonial Nigeria, there were no increases in the number of crimes since the criminal was punished on the spot, thus acting as an example to other offenders. There were generally a few crime rates (explained earlier in the second question.)
Moreover, there are a lot of Collateral Consequences of Imprisonment in contemporary America and the world at large, and they include; limited job opportunities to the prisoners after they have been released, low self-esteem, and discrimination, among others.
(c) Discuss what lessons we can learn from your comparisons to reshape the American criminal justice policy.
Among the lessons that the readers can learn from the comparison between contemporary America and the Pre-colonial Nigeria on criminal justice, the policy is that the presence of criminal justice systems does not necessarily mean that there is peace in the world. People will still be killed; things will still be stolen even on the presence of the criminal justice system. It is important to note that the only way to reducing crimes is not increasing the number of prisons and jails but rather educating the "targeting" group on the importance of becoming a brother's keeper. And to sum it all, I have learned that the pre-colonial Nigeria and contemporary American are two different states that have a lot of differences.
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