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Criminal negligence, as defined by the Colorado state law, is "a gross deviation from the standard of care that a reasonable person would exercise." Also when a person "fails to perceive a substantial and unjustifiable risk that a result will occur or that a circumstance exists." In the case of Colorado, the three nurses prosecuted by a court highlighted the risks nurses face in the medical profession. The prosecution becomes an eye-opener on the thin line between what medical professional term as a "Medical error" and what prosecutors believe to be a "Criminal act."
The Colorado Board of Nursing studied the case and must have reached to the conclusion what the nurses did was not a crime but a medical error. They, therefore, decided to take disciplinary action against the nurse who administered the medicine and the nurse practitioner (Calfee & Plum, 1997). No disciplinary action was taken on the third nurse as her guilt was only in association but did not take part in medicating the baby at the point of time referred. 
Compared to the local prosecutors, the Colorado Board of Nursing has a better understanding of healthcare and medicine ("A new era in liability means keeping criminal charges against docs at bay | 2002-04-01 | AHC Media: Continuing Medical Education Publishing", 2020). Therefore, the board might have seen the prosecution of the two nurses as more than what they deserved. By taking only disciplinary action against the two nurses, the hospital showed support. As a result, a conducive environment is created for significant changes to occur in the prevention of medical errors.
In medicine, most medical professionals believe that criminal charges can arise in instances where health care providers wanted to provide care. The nurse who administered the drug and the nurse practitioner only wanted to save the baby from more pain and thus opted to do intravenous administration. Furthermore, the nurses believed they followed national protocols when changing drug therapy (Reason, 1990). The courts should have considered their actions as medical errors can still occur from good intentions. The nurses, however, should have been more careful when and questioned further the prescription rather than making assumptions.
Aside from the medical profession, other occupations face the risk of prosecution from unintentional errors. Professionals such as prosecutors and judges also face the risk of making harmful errors. In such cases, when an error is identified, the action taken is to reverse the convictions as inadvertent errors. Judges, however, are likely to face harsh punishments compared to prosecutors.
As a way of responding to new legal threats in the medical profession, risk managers should get more involved in the processes to ease the consequences("A new era in liability means keeping criminal charges against docs at bay | 2002-04-01 | AHC Media: Continuing Medical Education Publishing", 2020). By stepping in from the first instance, risk managers help prosecutors understand the sincerity of a case. For instance, a patient might be administered a large dose of morphine just before death, leading to prosecutors questioning the move. Risk managers understand that the large dosage was due to other reasons, maybe the patient had terminal cancer, and hence criminal charges should not be filed.  
The nurses breached three sections of the State Nurse Practice Act. The nurses infringed on Section301.002 that defines registered nurses in description ("OCCUPATIONS CODE CHAPTER 301. NURSES", 2020). The nurses also violated Section 301.053, which provides restrictions on membership and Employees. The third section to be violated was section 301.104, which offered insight on personnel and employment practices. With society constantly evolving, medical professionals face higher risks of damage while providing care. It is, therefore, essential that operate within their code of conduct to avoid medical errors that would lead to legal actions taken.
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