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Current Status of ONC
Introduction
The ONC is mandated to coordinate and ensure the safe use of information technology in healthcare. Its vision is to ensure a healthy and engaged population through affordable and high quality healthcare. Its mission is to ensure that technology is used to improve healthcare and the wellbeing of people and that information on health is made available to all when needed (HealthIT, 2021a). 
Focused on availing health information to all who need it, the Cures Act of 2016 was passed by congress; the act provided a directive to the ONC to create a homogenous process through which the public can report incidences of information blocking. This led to the creation of the ONC information blocking portal that allows people to report suspected incidences of information blocking (HealthIT, 2021b). The reports are then investigated by the ONC and OIC and then they take necessary action to prevent the recurrence of information blocking.
The major change seen in ONC is that of funding. In June 2021, the ONC received funding worth eighty million dollars under the Public Health Informatics & Technology (PHIT) Workforce Development Program in an effort to ensure that social and health inequalities are minimized during the covid-19 period (HealthIT, 2021c). The funds were meant to offer training and certification in health informatics and data science.
The implementation of changes in by the ONC is mainly faced by financial challenges. There are costs incurred in the development, implementation and optimization of health information technology. The funds received by the ONC are not adequate to ensure proper development, coordination and implementation of laws on health information technology use countrywide. Another barrier is that of IT usage in the healthcare system. This is a barrier since the use of IT is complicated due to variation in user interfaces (Cohen, 2019). The use of multiple IT systems by a medical provider may therefore prove confusing and lead to medical errors. There is need for increased training of health IT operators to eliminate this barrier.
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