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HIV in the United States
HIV and AIDS is an autoimmune infection that is caused by the HIV virus. The virus leads to complications that are due to a compromised immune system. The virus affects the immune system of the body and leads to many opportunistic diseases as the virus advances in stage and continues to increase. In the United States of America, there are more than one million people who are living with the HIV virus today. About 15% of the one million infected individuals do not know whether they are HIV positive. Statistics of the United States about HIV positive individuals state that more than 38, 000 patients of HIV become infected with the disease between the years 2016 and 2019. Gays, lesbians, and bisexuals have been reported to have the highest chances of contracting the disease. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, there are many other different population groups that are affected by HIV and AIDS in the United States. These groups are divided depending on race or ethnicity. HIV infections decreased among African Americans and whites between the years 2010 up to 2016. The second division group is by sex whereby there was an infection decrease among females between 2010 and 2016. Another group is divided based HIV transmission category. This was in terms of the route used for transmission whereby most of the adolescents got the drug due to the use of injectable drugs as well as heterosexual behaviours. Currently, the decline in the cases of HIV and AIDs in the United States has stagnated since preventive drugs have not been well spread to all people who are vulnerable to the virus. 
Opioids Crisis and Management
Back in the 1990s, the pharmaceutical companies gave an assurance to the medical society that patients wouldn’t become addicted due to opioid prescriptions which were used as pain killers. With time the healthcare attendees started prescribing the opioids at an increased rate. This led to the misuse of opioid drugs before realizing that the drugs could become extremely addictive. The overdose rate of opioids started to raise. In the year 2017, more than 47,000 Americans died due to the overdose of opioids including heroin and other illegally manufactured opioids. In the same year still, almost two million Americans suffered from disorders which were said to be related to the use of opioids as painkillers and another half a million disorders were associated with the use of heroin. 
The issue about the excessive use of opioids as pain reliever drugs became a health crisis with alarming consequences due to misuse and overdose of opioids and also leading to an increase in neonatal abstinence syndrome. The use of opioids in the form of injectable drugs leads to the spread of HIV as well as hepatitis infections. Some of the measures which were taken by the United States to address the issue opioids are by improving the accessibility of both the recovery and treatment services of opioid associated infections. The health sector has also found out effective, safe and other non-addictive strategies of managing pain. The health sector also came up with safety measures to improve and increase the methods of preventing overdoses to as to improve recovery and save lives as well. 
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