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Topic: Coming of Age in the novel “The Cather in the Rye.” 
I. Introduction 
a.) Opening statement: One of the primary themes in the novel “The Catcher in the Rye” is Holden Caulfield’s curiosity, conflicted relationship with his fellow teenagers as well as adults. The author, Salinger, presents the concept of coming of age through the main character, Holden, who transitions through the feelings and maturing emotions that any teenager would experience. 
b.) The objective of the paper: Through textual evidence, this study aims at proving that the novel “The Catcher in the Rye” depicts the concept of “coming of age” through the protagonist Holden Caulfield. 
c.) Thesis Statement: It takes more than just going to school for an immature child to grow and become a responsible and well-rounded adult in the society; Salinger, in her text, depicts the concept of “coming of age” through the protagonist, Holden Caulfield as he develops going through the juvenile as a child, he struggles with the transition into adulthood and his curiosity regarding the adulthood life. 
II. Body 
a.) 1.) Topic Sentence 1: The novel depicts “coming of age” through the protagonist Holden Caulfield because he develops through the transition of a person from childhood to adulthood. 
2.) Quote from the text: Holden says that “Holden is a very, very strange boy. Holden is behaving immature (Salinger 8).”
3.) Explanation of the quote: Holden seems not to realize that he is acting more like a child than a teenager. 
b.) 1.) Topic sentence 2: The novel depicts the concept of “coming of age” as Holden struggles with the transition into adulthood and finally he seems to have somehow become mature towards the end of the novel. 
2.) Quote from the text: Holden believes that “life can only be a game if people are given advantages (Salinger 12).” 
3.) Explanation of the quote: Holden seems to have found himself in situations that have made life unbearable and he is trying to make his life better as that of the rest. 
c.) 1.) Topic Sentence 3:  Salinger depicts “coming of age” through the protagonist, Holden, depicting in his curiosity regarding the adulthood life since he appeared unsure of what direction his life was headed. 
2.) Quote from the text: Holden says that he “is going through tough times and that he has a lot of troubles finding friends and keeping friends (Salinger 17).” 
3.) Explanation of the quote: Holden’s immaturity can easily lead him to mess with someone as he tries to get deep into someone’s personal life, which might have been caused by his curiosity. 
III. Conclusion 
a.) Concluding statement: The novel has depicted a troubled young man alternating between the various threshold of adulthood and adolescence. 
b.) Restating thesis statement: Even though it takes more experiences to “come of age,” but Holden Caulfield has shown that struggle as one tries to move from childhood to adulthood. 
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