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Oakhurst’s Strengths and Weaknesses

In his story about “The Outcasts of Poker Flat” Bret Harte reveals many amazing things not just about the poker flat, but also about Mr. John Oakhurst, his main character. He tries to illustrate the character in a detailed way, stating his strengths and weaknesses. As he concludes the story, the author makes a statement that presents an irony of judgment and encompasses the entire story. Throughout the essay, the narrator gives a detailed consistent story of the life of Mr. Oakhurst and his behavior. The consistency of the story is really amazing and something to admire. The author clearly illustrates the changing behavior of Mr. Oakhurst until he commits suicide. The narrator states “And pulse less and cold, with a Derringer by his side and a bullet in his heart, though still calm as in life, beneath the snow lay he who was at once the strongest and yet the weakest of the outcasts of poker flat (Harte, 2015).” From the phrase, Mr. Oakhurst was the strongest and at the same time, the weakest. This essay evaluates his actions throughout the story to reveal how he was the strongest and the weakest, and determine the cause of his suicide. 
Mr. Oakhurst is calm and with a handsome face, with which no one could consider him a gambler or to be associated with any nasty behaviors. What strength to have! In addition, when he was included in the category of those the town wanted to get rid of, and after being arrested, he used his strength of calmness to receive his sentence. Additionally, even when the escort disappeared, he did not start talking but listened calmly to the others. The narrator states that “The philosophic Oakhurst alone remained silent (Harte, 2015).” His strength of calmness is also evident in the event when together with the other three, the Duchess, Mother Shipton and Uncle Billy went for a party. However, when they were served with liquor, he was careful not to be under its influence. As the other fell completely under the influence, the narrator records, “Mr. Oakhurst alone remained erect, leaning against a rock, calmly surveying them (Harte, 2015).” In contrary, when it came to value for life, Mr. Oakhurst was the weakest. Although it is stated that he received the sentence with philosophic calmness, it is clearly revealed that he did not accept fate.  With the understanding that being a dealer is risky, he seemed not to care about anything, not even his life. Actually, according to him, the best of life was that it is an uncertain game (Harte, 2015). 
Mr. Oakhurst was also the strongest in his consistency in his work. Even when the liquor was presented to them, he did not drink because he was aware of what his job called for. With this, it is notable that he was strongest in maintaining his principles and keeping focused to his goals. Drinking would interfere with his profession because it required coolness, which he perfectly maintained. In addition, the profession required impassiveness and presence of mind. He kept a studiously neat habit as recorded by the narrator (Harte, 2015). As the story reveals, when his habits oppressed him, he bestirred himself in doing various things which made him forget the annoyance and maintain his habit. Nevertheless, Mr. Oakhurst’s habits which made him the strongest somewhat made him the weakest. The story records that his professional habits had made him to live on the smallest possible amount of sleep. It is believed that sleeping sufficiently makes one stronger and more active, but to Mr. Oakhurst, things were quite different. However, although he believed that he never got tired because he had got a streak of luck, it is clear from the story that he lived in fear of losing the luck. He stated the luck “is a mighty queer thing. All you know about it for certain is that it’s bound to change (Harte, 2015).” This is a clear indication that Mr. Oakhurst was weakest in his fear of losing the luck he believed he had. 
Considering Mr. Oakhurst’s pattern of behavior it can be determined that the cause of his suicide the accumulation of numerous pressures of life. From the story, it is clear that he could not afford to anything that interfered with his profession. However, it is also stated that the loneliness he acquired from the pariah-trade, his vices and habits of life seriously oppressed him. This is a clear indication of the fact that Mr. Oakhurst carried in himself numerous self inflicted wounds in his heart which could be easily wiped out engaging in some entertaining activities (Harte, 2015). He believed that he upheld a studiously neat habit but this is exactly the cause of his suicide. He always played a cool and calm habit, which he portrayed even at the time when his fellows were dying one after the other. He did not try to do anything to help nay of them and watched all of them die. His pattern of behavior and the situation he was facing at that time made him commit suicide. It is clear that emotional oppressions were too high in him such that he could not put up with it. He was all alone and did not have any reason to enjoy the peace that dwelt between him and the rest. In addition, his pattern of behavior dictated that when a man gets a streak of luck, the luck gives in first (Harte, 2015). However, in his latter situations, it is evident that luck was miles away. With the pressure of lacking luck, which he was used to, he opted to commit suicide because, at that moment, he was not living in the service of the lord as he always claimed. 
Ultimately, Mr. Oakhurst’s final act can be considered one of his weaknesses. All through the story, Mr. Oakhurst is portrayed as a bold person who is able to face circumstances boldly and without fear. Even when he was sentenced, he received it with philosophic calmness (Harte, 2015). Through this, he showed how strong he was. However, when the rest died, he was not able to maintain the calmness, hence committing suicide. The inability to maintain calmness and remain cool, he portrayed weakness. 
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