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1. Is Odysseus’s metis, his intelligence and cunning, a virtue or a vice? Should we admire Odysseus?
Odysseus’s metis can be considered to be a virtue. This is because he used his metis to maneuver difficult situations. Odysseus was both wise and cunning. This is a highly admirable trait hence it was a virtue. Odysseus uses wisdom rather than physical prowess. He prevails by cunning rather than using physical energy. He and his wife used cunning to trick other people including his wife’s suitors.  Penelope tricks the suitors and thus delays her remarriage. Unlike any other character in the poem, cunning is Odysseus’s greatest trait that serves him well. He uses his intelligence to triumph over Cyclops Polyphemus. He introduces himself as “nobody” and subdues the giant with wine and blinds him by piercing his eye. Cyclopes is not aware who has hurt him which gives Odysseus the chance to escape. He escapes the Cyclops’ cave without being harmed.  Another incidence where Odysseus uses cunning successfully is when he returns home. The Phoenicians put him in deep sleep and when he wakes up he is not aware of his home country Athena. In a cunning manner, Odysseus disguises and confronts Athena with a lot of questions. Odysseus is also intelligent enough to store all of the weapons away from the suitors s that they cannot kill him. Lastly, Odysseus uses his intelligence to slay the suitors. Although he finally sheds his disguise, Odysseus he uses his intelligence to eliminate the suitors. 
Generally, Odysseus uses his intelligence to maneuver through tough times and bring himself back home to Ithaca. Throughout the journey, his cunning was crucial to his return home. He uses intelligence over strength to conquer Cyclops, the one-eyed monster. If it were not for his intelligence, the monster would have subdued him. Thus, Odysseus’s intelligence and cunning is a virtue. 
I believe we should admire Odysseus because of his character. His intelligence and cunning traits are admirable by everyone. No one wants to be foolish and easily gullible. We need to be intelligent to overcome difficult situations in life like Odysseus did. However, we should not use our intelligence to defraud others or do harm to them. 
What can Christians learn from the Iliad and Odyssey?
Christians can learn a lot from the Iliad and the Odyssey. Firstly, Christian leaders learn to be more respectful. The Iliad's core tale is about Achilles retreating from the war since he believes Agamemnon has violated his reputation. Agamemnon not just to took somebody away from Achilles, but he managed so without apologizing or acknowledging that he had done so unfairly. Agamemnon apologized to Achilles, realizing that even though Achilles was under his rule, it was still necessary not to offend the soldiers fighting for him. Christian leaders deserve respect from their colleagues, but they must also show respect to them in return.
Secondly, from the Iliad and the Odyssey, Christians learn to accept apologies from fellow Christians who wronged them. One of the primary themes in Christianity is forgiveness, and Christians are urged to forgive others so that God can also forgive their sins in Heaven. All would have gone well at this stage if Achilles had not refused Agamemnon's apology and gift bid. The disagreement between Agamemnon and Achilles is no longer Agamemnon's fault at this stage, and the blame is shifted to Achilles' shoulder after he fails to accept the apologies. If Achilles would have accepted Agamemnon's apology, then there would have been no more fights between the two parties. Christians learn the importance or benefits of accepting apologies.
 	Thirdly, Christians learn that there is only one living God. The Trojan and the Greeks worshipped many gods who never helped them in any way. The heroes of the Trojan war, such as Achilles, managed to kill the people's gods, leaving them godless.  Christians believe that God is supernatural and immortal, God existed even before the earth, and the heavens were created, and thus no human can kill or speak directly to Him.   Christians learn that it’s a waste of time to worship the gods as there are no gods.
 Christians also learn that it is important never to give up on their objectives. They learn to keep on pushing to achieve the goals they have set. Odysseus started the journey by himself, and despite the challenges, he managed to get back home due to his focus.
3. Debate the following questions: Is the death of the sailors Odysseus’s fault? Can we consider this story to have a happy ending? Who is a truer hero, Odysseus or Achilles?
The death of the sailors is not Odysseus’s fault. Odysseus warned the crew never to feed on the sheep on Helios' Island. The team ignored his word and fed on the sacred cattle that were kept on Helios’ Island. All the crew members who provided on the cattle on the island upon their arrival died except Odysseus because he did not feed on the animals on Helius’ Island. The fact that Odysseus was only able to survive because of divine intervention, also makes it clear that we cannot consider the death of the sailors to be Odysseus' fault.
The story did not have a happy ending. The war itself lasted for a very long period, that is, ten years. The Greeks pretended to have withdrawn from the war while they left their raiding men in the wooden horse. The Trojans took the wooden horse to their city, and immediately, the Greeks who remained in the wooden horse opened and attacked the Trojans.  Troy was then laid off; its men were killed, and the women were taken away by the Greek soldiers. In war, a happy ending is considered to a point where both parties agree and make peace with each other. The Trojan women who were taken away from their city could not have been happy as they all ended up mourning their people. The consequences of the war so sad that it could not have ended positively.  
The true hero between Achilles and Odysseus is Achilles. Odysseus and Achilles have many differences, but intelligence is one of the standard features the two heroes share. For example, Achilles is the only hero who defies the heroic code, both show intelligence, but it is of a different kind. Secondly, Odysseus was a liar, an act that the Greeks highly condemn. For the majority of the Iliad, Achilles was Odysseus's inferior. On the other hand, Achilles developed self-control, Odysseus' core virtue, during his encounter with Priam, which is enough to get him closer to an ideal Greek man compared to Odysseus.
