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59. “A man does not become a hero until he can see the root of his own downfall.”
Aristotle defines a hero as the character from a high position and with noble behaviour qualities, intelligent powerful and with a mix of good and bad (imperfect) than a character that is purely good. This character tragedy occurs when he falls into misfortune due to an error in judgment.  I will discuss Oedipus the King as the tragic hero according to the definition of Aristotle. 
Oedipus the King possesses ideal traits in his personality but he is also tragic due to the tragic flaws based on his moral disposition. Oedipus the King is held with high esteem after he saves Thebes from Sphinx’s curse which makes him a king overnight. Oedipus is a man of great insight and exercises swift action. He clearly possesses many qualities that make him an excellent leader. He is a man who holds highly respectable moral values and great personality and dedicates his efforts in fighting and avoiding evil. Oedipus the King loves his people and does what is best for them as a person and as a king. For example, the Delphi plague bothers him so much that he cannot sleep. The priest acknowledges him as a man of high moral intelligence and wise in God’s ways. He also saves all the Thebes citizens from the curse of Sphinx when he solves the riddle. As a tragic hero, Oedipus tragic flaw is his pride and arrogance. He presumes too much about his power and own understanding. He possesses bad temper and wrong judgment which according to Aristotle is the error of a tragic character.
One character that is not heroic or rather less heroic is the character of Cassius in Julius Caesar. The character of Cassius develops as the play unfolds. Despite being Caesar’s friend, he becomes jealous and envious of Caesar and conspires to kill him.  The character of Cassius is manipulative and he is good at persuading others to do what he desires. Cassius loves only himself. He is selfish, deceitful and devious. Through Cassius character in Julius Caesar, we clearly see what a hero is not. 
60. Theme of Free will and Fate in The Odyssey, Julius Caesar and Oedipus the King 
In Oedipus the King, fate is displayed as having control over a man’s life regardless of the free will of a man. it is evident that man was free to choose but was ultimately held responsible for his free actions. Fate and free will play significantly in the destruction of Oedipus. From the beginning Oedipus has been destined to kill his father and marry his mother. Hi actions were guided by fate and prophesy at Delphi would inevitably come to pass. Oedipus free will actions including temper, pride, his impulsive traits and errors in his judgment in pursuit of truth all contributed to his destruction and succumbing to his own fate.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fate and free will theme are prominent in Odyssey. Free will is reflected when the characters make decision and fate is indicated in the consequences that come due to certain actions. An example of fate and free will is depicted in the case of Odyssey and Polyphemus. Odyssey blinds Polyphemus the son of Poseidon. In return, Poseidon blocks odyssey from returning home by attempting to cause a storm in the sea as a punishment for Odyssey blinding his son. 
In Julius Caesar the theme of free will and fate is promoted throughout the story.  The theme of fate and free will find their way in assassination of Julius Caesar a very famous person in ancient history.  The play evokes many questions regarding the force of fate and the capacity of free will. Cassius, Caesar’s friend is jealous and envious of Caesar’s raising power. He maintains that the rising power of Caesar is not by fate or destiny but rather is lifted by powerful men in Rome. Fate is displayed in many omens and prophesies that the characters encounter. All the main characters, Caesar, Cassius and Brutus fall to their fate. Caesar chose his free will and ignores his destiny. Despite the warnings given to him by his soothsayer and his wife, Caesar goes on to the senate and out of his arrogance and free will he succumbs to the trap laid for him and he dies. 
In modern life, we see instances were God may work against a particular man or group of individuals whose actions anger God. It is believed that some destructive disasters such as floods or storms might happen when God is angered by actions of men. Sometimes however, the gods work for men or group of individuals by unleashing help or favour’s upon them. Life is therefore a combination of freewill and fate. Some who believe in freewill hold that every person’s destiny lies entirely on their own actions, not on God or Karma. Those who believe in fate argue that everything happens in the life of an individual is entirely determined by supernatural forces, God, Universe or Karma. 





