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1. To what degree does fascination with the play focus on the relationship between Oedipus and Jocasta? 
According to the play, Oedipus was taken away from his family at a tender age and raised in the mountains. On his way to Thebes, Oedipus killed his father without knowing who he was in an act of robbery, after which, he married his biological mother Jocasta. Oedipus' wife realizes that she is his mother the son she lost long and tries to keep the secrete to protect him from it. Therefore, the play is interesting in how it has brought out the relationship between Oedipus the king and Jocasta. 

2. What does the play say about incestuous dreams? 
The play presents several pieces of evidence about incestuous dreams through the acts of Oedipus. Oedipus the King married his mother with whom they had children. Among them, two daughters with whom he also had sexual preferences. In his dreams, Oedipus unconsciously was attracted to his daughters sexually.

3. How would you describe the relationship between Oedipus and Jocasta? 
As husband and wife, Oedipus and Jocasta had a close relationship filled with love. When Jocasta realizes that Oedipus is her long lost son, she still protects and defends him for his actions of killing his father and the king. She even offers a sacrifice to the gods for his protection.  
 
4. Is there something like a mother-son relationship evident in the way the spouses speak with one another? 
No. In the scene where Oedipus narrates his encounter with the king and how he murdered him, his wife Jocasta forgets that she is his wife and swears to the council that she will protect him from all his enemies. Her love for her husband is much more than her love for her son. She does not believe for an instant that Oedipus is the robber who murdered the king. "You are not the first to marry your mother," Jocasta told the King because she loved him. Besides, Oedipus’ mother gave him away while he was a child to be butchered so that the prophecy would not be fulfilled. 

5. What does Freud say about the play in The Interpretation of Dreams? 
According to Freud, Oedipus played an important role in the phallic stage of psychosexual development. Oedipus as a boy possessed his mother and replace his father for Jocasta’s affection. Freud believes that a boy’s erotic attention to his mother is always kept out of conscious awareness through repression and it plays a role in the child’s development. 

6. Is his interpretation of the play insightful or revelatory? 
His interpretation is insightful. The play reveals the truth about the relationship between Oedipus and his wife as a mother-son relationship. In the natural environment, the child is always attracted to the parent of the opposite sex and hostile to the parent of the same sex as them.

7. What concepts of Freud's are useful in interpreting/understanding the play? 
Freud's theory of the Oedipus complex is evident in the play when Oedipus the king kills his father and proceeds to marry his mother. Furthermore, his daughters also seem to be attracted to the king and his son repellant to him.

8. What archetypal themes would a Jungian analysis of the play identify? 
The play Oedipus the King portrays several archetypal themes such as the collective unconscious theory of Jung's theory. According to Jung, a person's mind is harbored in collective unconsciousness. Oedipus sees himself as a hero when he murders his father and becomes the king of Thebes. In his quest to find out who killed king Laius, he gathers incriminating evidence against himself for the sources of his mother and wife. This is an example of a Jungian archetypal hero.

9. What other Jungian concepts might apply to the play?
The themes of love at first sight and de ja Vu evident in the play are examples of Jungian concepts. The feeling Oedipus had of an experience that he has had initially is a de ja Vu.  

10. Identify each character's motivation throughout the play. Does it change at any point? 
Oedipus, the main character in the play, and he is motivated to seek the truth about the murder of king Laius with good intentions. At the end of the play, Oedipus loses his motivation after discovering that he has fulfilled the prophecy of him killing his father and marrying his mother. Creon, the brother-in-law of Oedipus is motivated to help the community in solving the dilemmas of the plaque upon which he visits an oracle who advises him on how to end the plaque. Besides, Oedipus' wife is motivated to protect Oedipus against the accusations by the blind man. Also, Jocasta gave away his son to be murdered so that the prophecy does not come true. She loses both her motivation as a wife and a mother when she realizes that she married her son with whom she has bored four children, and she decides to commit suicide.


11. How much psychological depth does Sophocles allow each character? Are they well developed or simply types?

The characters in the play are allowed well-developed psychological depth throughout the play. As each narrates their incident with Oedipus at one instance or another, they are always emotional. Jocasta protects her husband and ends up killing herself for the mistake of marrying him. Oedipus pricks his eyes after discovering his wife's body hanging in the room and the pain of knowing that he caused the suicide leaves him torn apart, and begs his brother in law to kill him.
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