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Machiavelli’s Opinion About Leadership and Power Through the Prince
Struggle for power and leadership has been a concern in most nations across borders. In the olden days, people believed that war was the best way of selecting the party to dominate a nation. In the colonial era, France and Britain were the leading groups in processing colonial powers. Since then, the struggle for supremacy and authority continues to advance based on structures of leadership in relevant States. However, the tussle results to benefits to the members of the State, or oppression when the wrong leaders are appointed. Once individuals succeed to take over power, they are expected to make efforts to maintain their positions. In most cases, most people are unable to create strong strategies to remain in power for a long period. 
Niccolo Machiavelli is one of the most famous Italian diplomat. In his career, he was a philosopher who was known for his concern for leadership. He was well conversant with history, and often wrote journals and poems on historical related matters. His love for legal affairs engaged him in political affairs. He also participated in military affairs. Machiavelli’s wide knowledge and experience in politics enabled him to write much about struggle for power and leadership. However, most leaders did not embrace his views and suggestions about retaining power. Machiavellian, is a term related to the philosopher’s name, which is associated with poor leadership, cunning behavior and political deceit. Some critics like Denis Diderot later said that at the time Machiavelli was writing about The Prince, he was a republican.




The Prince is one of the most notable work for Machiavelli. A printed version of the work was produced years later after the death of the author. The subject matter of the writing was mainly political science. The Prince has been relevant since Machiavelli’s time to the modern political era. Most political analysts have been associating the book with book with contemporary Italians. The general subject matter in The Prince is the acceptance of the fact that princes can maintain their magnificence and existence in power through immorality and dictatorship. The work is considered as the first one in marking the modern philosophy. In the past, the catholic leaders opposed the ideas in The Prince due to the negative political and ethical views provided.
Machiavelli first analyzes ways that individuals can use to acquire and remain in power. He bases his argument on the history of military leaders. He refers to the story of Alexander the Great, as he indicates that a Prince should take control of the military forces under his jurisdiction. He says that princes should maintain their power by all means including war, an idea that has not always been taken kindly. At the beginning of his writing, he elaborates more about the categories of principates. He bases his explanation of the history of principalities from both ancient and contemporary history. According to his thinking, he states that to defeat a hereditary principate, one must first live there or form a colony within the principate.
Most political scientists suggest the method of using a fair process of acquiring power as the best strategy. On the contrary, Machiavelli prefers the Roman way of overtaking the existing principality. He says that the most appropriate way of a guaranteed victory is the use of force to create a colony. He supports the idea of overthrowing any existing power, terming it as natural and a normal aspiration. The diplomat recognizes the efforts of some conquerors like Cyrus the Great and Theseus. He indicates that the winners were able to take over the territories through developing powerful skills and cunning. The individuals are said to have won the struggle thorough their armed force.  The lesson from the example is that all armed individuals always win their battles.
On the issues of dealing with opposition and other enemies of progress, Machiavelli says that the solution is the use of military power. He criticizes the leaders who inherit their power from others. He also dislikes the method of using the assistance of borrowed military assistance. According to him, those who fail to use their own skills and schemes to attain power often lose their positions easily. Gaining easily means losing easily. According to chapter 12 and 14, leaders should not rely on laws to respond to attacks. A prince should have his own arms to defend him in time of distress. Leaders should avoid using arms from other political leaders. He uses the Bible to cite and example of King David, who is said to have used his own military to win the battle. 
The chief theme of The Prince is the use of injustice and dishonesty. Machiavelli do not feel sorry for leaders who are overthrown in politics because of poverty. He insists that all influential people should always be prepared for any occurrence, and be determined to win. Leaders must use hasty actions to in times of danger. Changing orders that already exist in the most difficult and dangerous thing that a prince can do. Princes who are in the existing positions should know that it is hard to satisfy everyone’s expectations. He states that leaders should control their territories gloriously. This is why force and dictatorship should be used to avoid oppositions. He should make efforts to ensure that the followers do not have a second thought about the existing leadership.
The overall idea in the Prince is that people will always resist change. Those who are used to the old rules will have a reason to refuse to abide by any new laws. Machiavelli encourages Princes to learn on how to take risks for them to succeed. Based on his analysis, some actions are dangerous, though they are necessary. Machiavelli believes that in politics, conflicts must prevail. He does not provide specific ethical standards for any leader to use. The decision on which ways to use to protect a territory is left upon the leader. The use of ethical behavior and caution is referred to as a traditional way of leadership. Though many leaders disagreed with Machiavelli’s ideas, he remained firm with his suggestions and opinions.
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