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Opioid Related Crimes
	Opioid epidemic refers to the consistent increase in the number of hospitalization and deaths of due opioids, which also includes analogs, illicit drugs, and prescriptions. United States remain one of the countries profoundly affected by the epidemic as it records to more than 40,000 deaths in a year. The opioid epidemic garnered prominence around 2010, but it started earlier ("Opioids: What are they, and what do they do?" 2019). Opioids are a category of drugs derived from opium, which is a synthetic version. The most common form of opioids drugs includes Demerol, codeine, heroin, methadone, morphine fentanyl tramadol, among others. Many victims of this epidemic start by receiving an initial prescription. As these drugs are pain relievers, patients become addicted as the pain of withdrawal becomes unbearable to many users. Also, the addiction is necessitated by their urge to continue to function normally, which they lack in the absence of the drugs. Again, since opioids prescriptions are costly, many users choose to seek cheap alternatives such as cocaine. Statistically, about three quarter cocaine users started from the prescription of other opioids drugs, and around 25 percent comes addicted.
Opioid and Crime
One of the specific problems associated with the Opioids epidemic is its related crimes. There are several crimes related to opioids, either directly or indirectly. First, the possession and sale of these drugs are illegal unless prescribed on medical grounds. Second, other criminal offenses include crimes directly linked to supports the addiction, such as robbing and stealing to pay for the drugs. Additionally, many people indulging in opioid abuse, such as cocaine, have a certain lifestyle that is known to fancy crimes such as gangs. In other words, there is a positive relationship between opioids pandemic and crime. 
According to a study related to repeat offenders, the rate of criminal activities increased significantly after the opioid abuse. The relationship can be summarized in three ways. First, opioid abuse, just like any other drug abuse triggers users to indulge in crimes due to economic necessity or as a result of the alteration of the thinking abilities caused by the it. Second, continuous involvement in criminal activities necessitates opioids abuse. Lastly, criminal activities and opioid abuse have a shared foundation within a person, that is, the same risk factors like homelessness and antisocial behavior. ("Opioids: What are they, and what do they do?" 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Possible Solution
One of the best approaches to reduce crimes associated with opioid abuse is to eliminate the dependency on opioids, consequently removing the addiction aspect. For instance, a continuum of various medical treatments, such as the use of naltrexone and buprenorphine, can be used concurrently with other behavioral therapies such as counseling to alter the dependency of the opioid abuse and their behavior, consequently reducing criminal activities. For this approach to be practical, access to these drugs, along with the supporting therapies, should be readily available. The local probation departments, including drug courts, should continuously include the above-prescribed approaches on the offenders aiming at behavioral change due to drug abuse. Also, the solutions ought to be accommodated at the law enforcement agency, which has the legal ability to detect and prevent drug abuse and related crimes ("Law enforcement Needn’t serve alone on the front lines of the opioid crisis," 2019) 
The second solution to this menace is to ensure offenders undergo screening for drug disorder during pre-arrest or soon they are arrested depending on the situation. The screening results will establish if the disorder is present or not. Additionally, it can indicate the level of the disorder either as mild, moderate, or mild. This information obtained can further be utilized in the determination of the appropriate intervention required, such as the combination of treatment services and behavioral therapy, as discussed above. This approach is effective even in preventing further criminal activities by the arrested offenders once they are released.
Those who report recent opioid use during the screening should be submitted to the use of the opioid supplement. Its questions responses collectively can be used to identify the level of intervention urgency. For instance, an offender who shows occasional oxycodone abuse and does not possess previous overdose experience should be a case of lower priority for instant medical assessment or treatment programs. However, the credibility of the screening information might be tempered with the provision of inaccurate information by the offenders ("Law enforcement Needn’t serve alone on the front lines of the opioid crisis," 2019). To address this shortcoming, the respondent should be provided with the right reasons for the exercise as finding out the potential need for treatment. Further, they should be assured of the confidentiality of the personal information collected such a previous criminal record. 
Finally, pre-arrest engagements will ensure low enforcement serves as a referral point for treatment to those identified as having behavioral health challenges. The benefit of pre-arrest diversion is its long-term success, which depends on the efficacy of the provided behavioral health services as the justice system and other decision-making organs provides different types of diversion. Since the law enforcement agency such as the police has sufficient resources, they serve as the biggest referral source to treatment consequently eliminating the opioid crisis ("Law enforcement Needn’t serve alone on the front lines of the opioid crisis," 2019). The topic of the article is ‘law enforcement Needn’t Serve Alone on The Front Line of the Opioid crisis which is relevant to my roles as the chief police because, coincidently, it’s a police chief magazine addressing approaches to crime related to the opioid epidemic. Statistical procedures are always pertinent as they provide empirical evidence needed to arrive at prudent decisions.
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