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Oppression in Ancient Civilization
The reading on the slave mode of production underlined vital concepts and vocabularies necessary in the understanding of the universality of oppression during the ancient times. High profile levels of oppression were reflected in several projects and cultures during the ancient civilizations. They include the construction of the Giza pyramid of Egypt and in the Hammurabi code of Mesopotamia. Also, some levels of oppression are brought to the fore in ancient India.
To begin with, the code of Hammurabi set up in the early 18th century B.C is an excellent example of how oppression was deeply rooted during ancient times (Richardson 2019, p 109). The laws written by King Hammurabi of Mesopotamia depict imbalances in the delivery of Justice. The upper-class segment of the population is favored at the expense of the slaves and commoners. The king structured the laws to safeguard the social ladder and property. One of the controversial laws states that if a seignior breaks another seignior's bone, his bone shall also be broken. On the contrary, if the seignior breaks the bone of a commoner, he is supposed to pay a Mina of silver. Such a clause among others reveals how the commoners and the laws were looked down upon.
The second element that cements the theme of oppression is the construction of the Giza pyramid of Egypt. The towering pyramid made of thousands of tons of magnificent blocks was constructed by slaves under unconducive workmanship. It is true to say that “every monument to civilization is at once a monument to barbarism”. In this case, barbarism refers to unjust and oppressive routines. The slaves moved thousands of tons of stones every day with a huge block of about 50 tons being moved by 200 men. Other men chiseled out the blocks. The hazardous construction could lead to deaths due to the steepness of the ramps and the crumbling of pulleys.
The third monument is the Mohanjo Daro city of ancient India. The city which covers more than 50 hectares was home to about 20,000 inhabitants. The city was served with water from River Hindus that has its source in the Himalayas Mountains. Although much is not known about its construction, the well -constructed walls and drainage systems including toilets and water embankments must have been put up by slaves. The slaves prepared bricks and mortar as well as construction poles while others diverted water from River Hindus for construction and usage.
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