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Origins and Others
Homeless people are people that do not have fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, and who in most cases spend their nights in public or private places that are not designed or meant to be used for accommodating people at night such as forests, public toilets among others. The term is extended to refer to people whose primary nighttime residence is a supervised or publicly operated shelter meant for temporal residence (Institute of Medicine). 
Homelessness in the US traces its roots to the colonial America due to King Phillips War of 1675-1676 against the natives. During this war, the natives were driven out of their residence and forced to seek shelter in forests and coastal areas. As the war between the Indians and French intensified, the security of the people continued to be threatened, thus they were forced to leave their permanent residents and seek shelter in forests and other areas. Thus, by the start of the eighteenth century, there was significant number of homeless people across the US, especially in frontier areas such as New York, and all colonial towns of the US such as Baltimore and Philadelphia (Washington.edu). All through, the vagabonds were regarded as sturdy beggars and outcasts from the society and were most likely to e the victims of the police. Then came the American Revolution; the lack of sufficient funds immediately after the war forced a couple more people in to homelessness. The situation continued through the period of the 1857 depression, which forced even more people into state of homelessness (Levinson 59).
In the years to come, the US Civil war broke out and aggravated the situation beyond human imagination (Tour). A significant number of civil war veterans lost their property to the war and other factors, and remained unemployed thus had to hit the streets as they had no means to afford even the least decent form of housing. Before the civil war, there were few government-led intervention directed towards reducing homelessness in the US, the majority of the efforts were led by charitable organizations such as the church (Washington.edu). However, the civil war blew the situation out of proportion, necessitating the involvement of the government in resolution strategies. Since the times of the civil war, the case of homelessness has been on the rise despite the numerous government-led measures to alleviate the situation. Among the factors aggravating the situation include the rising levels of poverty, where people are forced to live in the streets as they cannot afford decent housing, lack of affordable housing, declined public assistance among others (UN Habitat 89).
Ideally, homeless is all about lack of fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence, which is in most cases heralded by lack of sufficient funds to pay for decent housing. The homeless people are in most cases of the opinion that the government, or the stable people in the society should do more to ensure that the homeless have access to decent housing. The perception that they government and the public is not doing enough towards ensuring their access to housing has made the homeless bitter and angry towards the government and the public. The homeless perceive the government and the public as unconcerned and heartless, thus there are always cases of the homeless protesting against the government, and sometimes engaging in crime as a self-retribution strategy (Tour).
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