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The Influence of the Ottoman Empire on the Development of Eastern Orthodox Christianity
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although the foundation of the Ottoman Empire was based on Islamic principles, it had a major impact on the development of orthodox Christianity. In the 13th century non-Muslim communities in the Ottoman Empire had little power to regulate their activities. Orthodox Christians in the Ottoman Empire were organized in a millet system which gave them an opportunity to advance their religious beliefs. The Orthodox millet was led by a patriarch who had considerable power but was answerable to the sultan.  Muslims in the Ottoman Empire cooperated with Christians in various aspects based on two levels. The Ottomans employed Orthodox Christians in their service and established their rule in the Christian Balkans. In addition the Ottomans offered contracts to Orthodox Christians as well as relying on their expertise on various issues. Moreover, Orthodox Christians gave their sons as slaves to the Ottomans and thus having an impact on the expansion of Christian principles and values in the Ottoman Empire. Despite the differences and conflicts between Christians and Muslims in the Ottoman Empire, the two religious groups cooperated in various aspects that led to the expansion and development of Orthodox Christianity.
After the fall of Constantinople, the Ottoman Empire ruling dynasty was changed and most of the rulers were Muslims. The leadership of the empire was converted to Muslim and the ideals and traditions of Christianity were gradually eroded. The Ottoman presence lasted   five centuries, yet Christianity remained the overwhelming religion in the region (Paradise 1).  In spite of the fact that the Ottomans made few changes among the ruling elites, they preserved a lot of the former system since it was still valued. The rulers of the Ottoman Empire tolerated most religious groups that remained. Orthodox Christians are some of the people who inhabited the region that fell under the Ottoman Empire. Ottomans preserved in a reduced form the doctrines of the aristocrats so long as they paid allegiance to the new administrators of the empire. In addition, the ottomans preserved some of the military and administration systems that were used in the former empire which were based on Christian’s values. The families of Orthodox Christians who preserved this statute were in the juridical system of the Empire called timariotes. The system that was persevered by the ottomans played a crucial rule in the growth and development of Orthodox Christianity.
The Millet System and Mission Activities
The establishment of the millet system in the Ottoman Empire led to the growth and increase of mission activities among orthodox Christians. The millet system allowed orthodox Christians to congregate and carry out their religious activities without being victimized. Before the millet system, the Orthodox Church did not exercise its mission because it was impossible. The millet system that allowed other religious groups to carry out their activities gave the Orthodox Church the impetus to grow and expand in the Ottoman Empire (Braude 4). Interreligious dialogue was impossible in the millet system. The main reason why dialogue was not embraced is because it was not necessary for the development of a stable society. The administration of the Ottoman Empire felt that interreligious dialogue was a threat. As a result, Orthodox Christians interacted with people who only shared their ideals and values and thus their practices were not influenced and eroded by other religions. Moreover, corruption in the Ottoman Empire further expanded the millet system. Many orthodox Christians in the Ottoman Empire became witnesses of their faith in Christ when corruption affected the millet system. Corruption threatened to erode some of the gains that had been achieved in the millet system. This was as a result of the increasing incapacity of the central government to control the local administration. 
Orthodox Christians were even more energized to carry out their religious missions when the millet system was threatened by corruption in the Ottoman Empire. The sacrifices that were made by Christians in the spread of orthodox ideals and values when the empire was characterized by corruption led to the development of Orthodox Christianity. The decision of the administration of the Ottoman Empire to passively but actively keep a watch and not interfere with the activities of Orthodox Christians further expanded the church. The Orthodox Church came up with many doctrinal documents which was a basis for the foundation of their faith.  As a result of the aggressive policy of Orthodox Christians, their members were actively involved in the spread of their Christians values during and after the fall of the Ottoman Empire.
Orthodox Christian Service in the Ottoman Empire
Many Orthodox Christian elites served in the Ottoman administration. Consequently, they advanced their ideals which led to the growth and development of Orthodox Christianity. In the 14th century, the Ottoman Empire established a system known as devsirme. The system allowed the recruitment of young people into government and military service. Minority Christians were given preferential treatment as compared to other religious groups. Children of Christians were recruited into the Ottoman administration to provide services and used the opportunity to advance their ideologies in the government. Children of Orthodox Christian were close to the Sultan of the Ottoman Empire since they were recruited as his servants. Their proximity to power gave them an opportunity to engage in businesses and amass wealth that was later on instrumental in the development of orthodox Christianity. The Ottoman Empire gave preferential treatment to Christians and provided education to their children. However, the Ottoman Empire did not provide education to members of other religious organizations. As result, members of other religious groups were not able to achieve the same level of success as Christians. The orthodox Christians in the Ottoman Empire continued to grow rich thus leading to a gap with the Muslim population. The Muslim population grew even poorer in the 19th century whereas the Jewish and Christian populations became richer.
Orthodox Christian Privileges
Moreover, Christians had a privileged position in the Ottoman Empire. After the Ottoman Empire conquered Constantinople, the Orthodox Church held a special position in the administration and thus they had the opportunity to grow and advance their ideals. The leader of orthodox Christians accepted a position in the administration of the Ottoman Empire. The leader was mandated with collecting taxes from Orthodox Christians to aid in the expansion of the Ottoman Empire. However, Orthodox Christians were not satisfied with the courts in the Ottoman Empire since they gave preferential treatment to Muslims. The non-Muslims were not allowed to be witnesses in the courts based on Sharia laws. The judicial practice led to unrest and protests among orthodox Christians. As a result, the administration of the Ottoman Empire allowed orthodox Christians to exercise clear juridical practice. Orthodox Christians shifted their focus from juridical practice to everyday activities like marriage, divorce and property ownership which helped in the furtherance of their interests in other aspects of life. The move influenced the thinking of Orthodox Christians about the institution of the church. They commenced to comprehend that the church was an institution and less like a God-man mystical body. Moreover, orthodox Christians started to perceive salvation based on the opposition between offences against Gods justice punishment. The Ottoman Empire administration move to give Christian some privileges led to the advancement of the ideals of the church and hence the development of Orthodox Christianity.
Tolerance and Institutional Tradition
Tolerance of Orthodox Christian ideals and values in the Ottoman Empire led to the expansion and development of the religion. The Ottomans included the orthodox Christians in their juridical system. The juridical system was one of the most instrumental institutions of the Ottoman Empire (Ribolov 15). In a special way, the Ottoman Empire preserved the religious practice of Orthodox Christians. The leaders of the church were part of the administration of the Ottoman Empire.  It was a policy that gave Christians an advantage over other religious groups since it led to the tolerance of their values and practices and thus their subsequent expansions and development.
In addition the Ottoman Empire did not organize any form of persecution against any religious group. The administration of the empire tolerated Christians who were the majority. The tolerance led to an increase in the number of Orthodox Christian faithful who helped to advance their ideals and values in the empire. The orthodox Christians were stimulated by the juridical system in the empire to secure their social identity. This led to the preservation of orthodox identity in the empire and the subsequent erosion of the values of other religious groups towards the end of the reign of the Ottoman Empire.
Conclusion
Despite the fact that the Ottoman Empire asserted it’s through the use of Sharia law and a juridical system that favored Muslims, they tolerated Orthodox Christians and gave them powers which resulted to the development of orthodox Christianity. The millet system gave orthodox Christians the impetus to advance their ideals and spread their religious beliefs thus leading to their expansions. In addition, the orthodox Christians were recruited into the administration of the Ottoman Empire and got the opportunity to advance their interests. The Ottoman Empire provided the children of Orthodox Christians with a good education which enlightened them and thus giving them the chance to spread their religious ideals in a more civilized way.
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