1. Bats.
A group of children discovered a nest of bats little did they know that bats were capable of carrying a virus. They admitted that no one had died from the disease at the time.
A man whose son later died of the disease thought it was witchcraft or a curse from his mother.
A traditional healer gathered the community and blamed curses as the reason for the outbreak.

2. Cholera and Malaria.
Misclassification meant there was no means of response, equipment manpower and know-how of how quickly the virus would spread. This led to undetected spread of the virus.

3. 
a) Isolating the sick.
This prevents the spread of the virus to those who came into contact with the sick but haven’t been confirmed to have contracted the virus.

b) Monitoring anyone who had contact with the infected
This helps to alert authorities of the areas in which the person who had contact with the infected person has travelled to in order for them to trigger response towards identifying and isolating the person.
In the case of the infected person who crossed the border from Guinea to Sierra Leone for fear of foreign doctors, had the victim been monitored, it would have prevented the spread of the virus to Sierra Leone.

c) Safely bury the dead.
This prevents contact between the mourners with the corpse of a victim of the virus which is highly infectious.

4. 
· The World Health Organization (W.H.O) hesitated to declare the outbreak as a pandemic for the fear of causing panic. Underestimating the outbreak led to wastage of time that would have been used to mobilize resources to control the outbreak. An infected Liberian flew to Nigeria that prompted the W.H.O to declare it an international emergency.

· W.H.O had no idea on how to handle the disease and left their response to their officials in Guinea who had no idea on how to handle the disease. They downsized the level of the outbreak. Together with Doctors without borders and the government of Guinea, they set out daily meetings that were unfruitful since nobody had an idea of how they were to contain the disease.



· Conflicts between the government of Guinea and Doctors without borders on communications about the spread of the disease. The ministry of health ordered that only confirmed cases from laboratories would be announced. The number of probable confirmed and suspected cases would possibly have been higher, but the government avoided mentioning the high cases for fear of disrupting business. This misguided the W.H.O and other involved bodies hence not enough resources were mobilized quickly to contain the real magnitude of the outbreak.

· Superstitions that foreign doctors were killing people created fear such that they ran away to Sierra Leone, further spreading the disease to Sierra Leone. The Sierra Leone government was not aware or informed about the entry of an infected person in their borders.

· The corpse of an Ebola victim is highly infectious but in West African Customary it is required for the villagers to spend time with the corpse washing and preparing the body for burial. Mourners even touch the body during burial. This started a chain reaction of infections that led infection to the death of thousands. The virus was now spreading unnoticed.
5. 
I. Using hazmat suits while handling the corpse of victims and persons infected people. Medical personnel used suits that covered the whole body and wrapped the bodies of Ebola victims in plastic bags.
II. Handwashing. Medical personnel can be seen washing their hands after coming into contact with infected bodies. This ensures that any virus that is left on their hands is killed to prevent spread.
III. Quarantine of contacts. Medical personnel can be seen isolating a man who was suspected of having the Ebola virus and taking him to quarantine by ambulance.







