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Thesis Statement: Growing from childhood to adulthood takes more than just going to school, and for Holden Caulfield, his admiration and compassion for the other people, his rejection of Phoebe to leave with him, and his inquisitive approach to the lives of the monks indicate that he has started thinking of the adulthood life. 
Topic Sentences 
A. First, Holden comes of age through his admiration and compassion for other people around him. 
-Evidence: Holden says “Goddam money; it always ends up making you blue as hell” (Salinger 66). 
-Supporting: Even though he has money, Holden admires the life of those who do not have a lot of money like the two nuns he met. 
B. Secondly, Holden’s rejection of Phoebe to leave with him is another indicator that he is growing and coming of age.
-Evidence: Holden says “No. Shut up” (Salinger 120). 
-Support: Holden denies Phoebe to leave with him because he has started to realize that he needs to handle his problems on his own without involving others. 
C. Lastly, Holden’s inquisitive approach to the lives of the monks indicates that he has started thinking of the adulthood life.
-Evidence: Holden asks Ackley “what’s the routine on joining a monastery” (Salinger 29). 
-Support: Holden has started thinking about the kind of future he may want through his questions to Ackley regarding the monastery. 
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