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Rhetoric Analysis: Ethos
Introductory Paragraph
Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. are some of the prominent personalities globally. These individuals were known for their speeches that targeted a similar audience, who supported human rights movements. Malcolm X is known for his speech, "The Ballot or the Bullet," while Martin Luther Junior is known for the speech, "I have a Dream." Malcolm X delivered his speech entitled The Ballot or the Bullet on April 3, 1964, in Cleveland, Ohio. The United States of America is one of the countries that has had issues with civil rights for an extended time. Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. are the main figureheads who made enormous contributions in the human rights arena (Santoro and Fitzpatrick 2). The main difference between these individuals is that Martin Luther utilized a peaceful revolution, whereas Malcolm X was more assertive. In this speech, Malcolm X persuades African Americans to exercise their right to vote judiciously. He also convinces African Americans to take up arms if the government fails to guarantee them this right or full equality. Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. incorporated ethos as a rhetoric element in their respective speeches. 
Thesis Statement: Even though Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. used ethos in their speeches, it is apparent that “The Ballot or the Bullet” is more appealing and persuasive than King’s “I have a Dream” since Malcolm effectively utilized ethos in several parts of the speech. 

First Body Paragraph
Ethos is one of the persuasive approaches that Malcolm X used in his speech to persuade the audience. Ethos enables the speaker to become more persuasive to his audience since he or she is capable of highlighting his credibility. The main aim of ethos is to foster the credibility and the ethics of the speaker. A comparison between the Ballot or the Bullet and I have a Dream demonstrates that Malcolm X managed to show his role in the entire speech than Martin Luther King Jr. Malcolm X establishes credibility and ethics when he highlights his current position regarding Islam. He begins by informing the audience that he is still a Muslim who believes in human rights, thus trying as much as possible to address this need that has become a challenge to many African Americans. Malcolm X argues that he has ended his ties with the Nation of Islam which is an institution that advocated for the rights of African Americans. He maintains that he has terminated this relationship because this organization is going contrary to his goals. For instance, the Nation of Islam prevented its members from participating in political activities that were fundamental to Malcolm X. "Before we try and explain what is meant by the ballot or the bullet, I would lie to clarify something concerning myself. I'm still a Muslim, my religion is still Islam. That's my personal belief" (Malcolm 1). The fact that Malcolm expressed his religious position and identity is an element that improves his credibility and ethics because it assures the audience that he is not a radical but rather a human rights activist who feels the pain of being segregated from the rest of Americans.  Malcolm goes ahead and asserts, "Now in speaking like this, it doesn't mean that we're anti-white, but it does mean we're anti-exploitation, we're anti-degradation, we're anti-oppression" (Malcolm 1). All of the above quotes enable this speech to be more persuasive because the speaker tried as much as possible to produce arguments that are influenced by biases but rather mere facts that describe the state of American society at that moment. 
Main Ideas for the Remaining Body Paragraph
· The use of ethos in “I have a Dream” by Martin Luther King Jr. is inadequate as compared to its use in “The Bullet or the Ballot.”
· In King’s speech, ethos is only evident in one statement.
· This quote illustrates the context of King’s use of ethos, “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but the content of their character” (King 2). 
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