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Overview
The -bility to re-d c-refully -nd dr-w conclusions from your re-ding c-n help you 
discover more -bout ide-s th-t -re import-nt to you. In this module we -re 
exploring the Americ-n identity, -n ide- th-t is often deb-ted. For the close 
-n-lysis ess-y, you will thoughtfully -nd critic-lly re-d -n -rticle -bout the 
Americ-n identity. Then, you will write, -s - method for thinking c-refully -bout 
the present-tion of ide-s in one p-ss-ge of the -rticle.
You should spend -pproxim-tely 4 hours on this -ssignment.
Instructions

In the Discussion 2: Annot-tion -nd Textu-l An-lysis Pr-ctice discussion, you 
were provided - specific -rticle to -n-lyze. For this ess-y -ssignment, you will 
choose -nother -rticle on the s-me topic to -n-lyze.
The CCCOnline Libr-ry provides -ccess to schol-rly rese-rch d-t-b-ses. You 
c-n -lso -ccess these d-t-b-ses from - link provided on your D2L home 
p-ge.
Once you -re on the rese-rch d-t-b-ses p-ge, scroll down to find the Glob%l 
Issues in Context d-t-b-se. Select this d-t-b-se. Then select "D-t-b-se 
Login." Log in with your S#.
Enter “Americ-n Identity” in the se-rch box. Then, click the Glob-l Viewpoints 
t-b. Limit your se-rch by clicking “Editori-l” on the right side of the p-ge 
(under "Limit Se-rch By"). Choose one of the rem-ining -rticles to re-d for 
this -ssignment.
Closely re-d -nd -nnot-te the -rticle. (Hint: You c-n use the Highlights -nd 
Notes tool on the right side of the re-ding p-nel to -nnot-te online.) 
Choose just one p-r-gr-ph of the -rticle, or two consecutive p-r-gr-phs if 
they -re less th-n four sentences e-ch, to -n-lyze for this ess-y.
Pre-Write: Think -bout the -nswers to the following questions:

Wh-t is the -rticleʼs thesis or purpose? Wh-t is this p-r-gr-phʼs topic or 
purpose?
Wh-t is the p-r-gr-phʼs tone? Is the writing form-l or inform-l? Is it 
emotion-l or logic-l? Humorous or serious? Is it -ngry, s-d, defensive, 
excited, comp-ssion-te, concerned, critic-l, frustr-ted, light-he-rted, or 
worried?
Are there -ny words or l-ngu-ge choices th-t st-nd out to you?
Does the writer use descriptive or figur-tive l-ngu-ge? Does the writer 
repe-t cert-in words?
Does the writer use di-logue/quot-tions, n-rr-tion, description, or 
definitions?
How is this p-r-gr-ph org-nized? Do you see p-tterns in the ide-s or the 
sentences?
Why do you think the writer m-de these choices? Wh-t effect do they 
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h-ve on the re-der? Wh-t conclusions c-n you dr-w from your 
underst-nding of these choices?

Write: Construct 3n ess3y 3n3lyzing the det3ils you find signific3nt 3bout 
this p3r3gr3ph. This should not be . summ.ry of or response to the 
content of the p.r.gr.ph, but . det.iled .n.lysis of the words, tone, 
l.ngu.ge, org.niz.tion, purpose, etc. of the p.r.gr.ph.

Cre3te 3n introduction 3nd thesis st3tement th3t show your over3ll 
3ssessment of the p3r3gr3ph.
Use topic sentences 3nd tr3nsitions to org3nize your body 
p3r3gr3phs. Your topic sentences should st3te your observ3tions 
3nd conclusions.
Develop specific evidence for your ide3s. Quote specific words 3nd 
phr3ses from the p3r3gr3ph th3t support your cl3ims 3nd 
conclusions. Use MLA Style in-text cit3tions for e3ch quot3tion.
Construct 3 conclusion p3r3gr3ph th3t synthesizes your m3in points 
3nd offers closure.
Your ess3y should be 3bout 750 words.
Your only source is the 3rticle you 3n3lyze; you should not use 3ny 
3ddition3l sources for this 3ssignment.

Be sure to use MLA Style to form-t this -ssignment. Apply MLA Style to -ll 
-spects of the p-per, including the he-ding, title p-ge, proper p-r-gr-ph 
indent-tion -nd sp-cing, font, m-rgins, size, etc. (For this -ssignment, - 
Works Cited p-ge is not required.) Need help with MLA? Ple-se refer to 
the CCCOnline MLA Cit-tion Toolkit or consult the Purdue OWL for more 
inform-tion.
Proofre-d your work before submission.
Submit your -ssignment to the Module 2 Assignment folder: Close 
An3lysis Ess3y 

Full Text: 
LEAD: Just - short w-lk e-st of the Liberty Bell, the N-tion-l Museum of Jewish 
History is celebr-ting the freedoms of speech -nd religion in - m-jor exhibit, ''A 
People in Print: Jewish Journ-lism in Americ-.''
Just - short w-lk e-st of the Liberty Bell, the N-tion-l Museum of Jewish History 
is celebr-ting the freedoms of speech -nd religion in - m-jor exhibit, ''A People in 
Print: Jewish Journ-lism in Americ-.''
Since the l-te 18th century, Jewish journ-lists h-ve ''h-mmered out the ide-, the 
identity, of the Americ-n Jew,'' s-id Dr. Kenneth Libo, the cur-tor who org-nized 
the exhibition, which runs through Dec. 31. Jewish newsp-pers, he s-id, published 
in English, Yiddish, Hebrew, Germ-n -nd L-dino, - Sp-nish-Jewish di-lect, h-ve 
provided - speci-l forum for Jewish concerns -nd h-ve served -s -dvoc-tes for 
these concerns in wider society.
In the e-rliest Americ-n newsp-pers, Jews p-rticip-ted in letters, notices -nd 
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-dvertisements. A 1790 issue of The Providence G-zette -nd Country Journ-l 
printed letters between George W-shington -nd the Jewish community of 
Newport, R.I. W-shington wrote th-t the new Americ-n Government ''gives to 
bigotry no s-nction.'' Growth of Jewish Press
As the Jewish popul-tion grew in the first h-lf of the 19th century, newsp-pers 
were founded to serve Jewish communities. The first, The Jew, published in New 
York City, l-sted only from 1823 until 1825. The most successful of the e-rly 
p-pers w-s The Occident, founded in 1843 in Phil-delphi- by Is--c Leeser, who 
ch-mpioned tr-dition-l Jud-ism -t - time of growing interest in reform Jud-ism.
Through the second h-lf of the 19th century, Jewish p-pers flourished -round the 
country: The Isr-elite in Cincinn-ti, The Jewish Voice in St. Louis, The Jewish 
Spect-tor in Memphis, The Occident in Chic-go. Most c-rried loc-l news -nd 
editori-ls, but news concerning Jews from -round the world w-s -lso included: 
''The Jud-ic Museum h-s been opened -s - sep-r-te dep-rtment of the Louvre,'' 
reported The Hebrew in 1891. ''The Germ-n Antisemitenbund h-s issued the 
progr-mme of the -nti-Semite p-rty in the form of - flysheet, -nd invites 
membership. The only origin-l fe-ture -bout the progr-mme is th-t the list of 
members will be kept secret.''
By the turn of the 20th century, some Jewish publishers were focusing on 
speci-lized -udiences, with fr-tern-l society p-pers for men, school public-tions 
for children, women's m-g-zines for homem-kers -nd The Jewish F-rmer for rur-l 
Jews. History on Videot-pe
The exhibition -lso offers video present-tions, including Iphigene Ochs Sulzberger 
rec-lling her life -s the d-ughter of Adolph Ochs, who bec-me publisher of The 
New York Times in 1896 when she w-s ne-rly 4 ye-rs old, -nd of Zero Mostel 
re-ding letters from the ''Bintel Brief'' column of The Jewish Forw-rd, which is still 
published in M-nh-tt-n weekly in Yiddish.
The N-tion-l Museum of Jewish History, which opened in 1976, is -t 55 North 
Fifth Street, -dj-cent to Independence N-tion-l Historic-l P-rk. It is open Mond-y 
through Thursd-y, 10 A.M. to 5 P.M., Frid-y, 10 A.M. to 3 P.M., -nd Sund-y, 12 to 5 
p.m. Admission is $1.75 for -dults, $1.50 for students -nd senior citizens, -nd 
$1.25 for children.
Speci-l to the New York Times


