1. What were some of the major geologic processes that helped shape the Rocky Mountains into such a spectacular range of dramatic peaks and both U-shaped and V-shaped valleys?
2. Why do ecosystems and related plant communities in the Rocky Mountains show evidence of altitudinal zonation while the Appalachian Mountains in eastern North America do not?
3. What factors accounted for population growth in the Rocky Mountain region from the mid 19th century up to the arrival of retiree migrants and recreationists in more recent years?
4. What factors account for the expanded size of both the population and the economy in the Rocky Mountain region during the past two decades?
5. Find a map online that shows the major metropolitan areas of the Rockies. Embed the map into your PA document. List the three major cities in this region.
6. What three physiographic sub-regions make up the Intermontane West in the United States? 7. What long-term impacts did early Hispanic settlement have on the southern, Intermontane region in the United States?
8. Why did the Latter-day Saints decide to settle in such an isolated part of the United States after being forced to leave their settlement in Illinois?
9. Why did the Intermontane become such a popular place for retirees and tourists in the late 20th and early 21st centuries?
10. What are some of the largest national parks in the American Intermontane and where are they located?
11. Discussion Board: Find and past a video link to the discussion board about tourism in the Rocky Mountains. Discuss how this form of tourism helps or hurts the region.
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