»
<
Q
m
=
<3
D
e
=2
-
)
=
2|

(e YT Bt - S




TIJERINA AND THE LAND GRANTS

“If the Treaty is valid enforce it. If it is not,
the Uniled States is trespassing in the Southwest.”
Rries Lorrz TiJERINA




Reies Tijerina and his wife, Pawsy, leaving Albuquerque district court

after acquittal of charges stemming from Tierra Amarilla Courthousc
raid, December 1968
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74 TIJERINA AND THE LAND GRANTS

pen,” said Reies, “but to emphasize that the people are the
government, the pcople are the state. In 1832 this land was set
aside for the population of a village. It is time now to reestab
lish governinent by the people of Tierra Amarilla.”

Because of the “clondy” condition of the titles, the village
of Tierra Amarilla has not been incorporated to this day, al-
though it is the county seat. It is governed by the county
conrthonse cligne who would be chief witnesses against Tijer
ina in the ensuing trials.

That May afternoon Alianza members took the floor to ex
plain that the stolen land was not their only grievance. They
denounced the local schools, where the speaking of Spanish
was severely suppressed. Reies assured them that the state had
no authority to deny children their language. He quoted the
Protocol signed at the end of the war with Mexico, where
their rights were pledged.

“They extend to the language and cnlture of the people,”
he emphasized, “as well as guaranteeing the land.”

‘The land thieves abusc the Spanish language, abuse our
cultnre, abuse our property. Here in New Mexico the law re-
quiring teachers to be competent in Spanish is ignored. To
correct all these abuscs we must clect men who represent the
people. Together we are the governinent. We must elect men
who are brave and a little angry.”

The Alianza then proceeded to choose Mexican-style
officials from among the heirs to carry out the administrative
duties of the town. Six oflicers were nominated from the
floor and unanimously elected by the 67 direct heirs to the
grant who were present. Hardy, tanned farmers and workers.
they werc formally sworn in and seated in the jury box,
headed by Juan Martinez, “who has twelve sons to serve you.”

A conference and pnblic rally was announced, to be held in
the Coyote schoolyard three weeks later. All were urged to be
there and take part in planning the struggles ahead.

“The State Police is workiug hard to divide ns,” Tijerina
said. “They are offering to pay people to start trouble. We do
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not want violence,” he warned, “but they had better not
touch us.” _ 7

It had been raining, but now the mountain sl.mf\ver passed,
and the crowd left the stufly courtroom X.\'Ith relief to walk to
the ball park nearby. Old people and thr'n: sons a'nd daughters
stood or squatted by the feuce, \\'hil'e me()._s'(lvln’f?red‘ a 5}}:11-
mary of his carlier speech, this time. lll‘Ll]g}}Sfl‘FO CBS n’m ll‘r,):
phoncs set np for a Waltier Cmn}ute .bl’('CI.glI. -H(‘,]IS‘E{) tlc]
land stepped forward to speak forcefully of the grievances anc
their determination to reclaim thcir rights. But the program
never was seen, at least not in New Mexico. . '

The powerfnl began to show signs of panic when it ap-
peared that Tijerina might actually be leading the grantees to
regain what was theirs. Because of the i)e;1¥1t)= of t.he ten mil
Jion stolen acres? No—hecause the value of what it pu»ducet;l
had suddenly increased. Commercial lumber prices mult-
plied sixfold, and most of it was concentrated in the Coyote
arca on the San Joaquin grant. Timber taken from grant
lands in the Saura Fe Forest in 1968 alone brought $28 mil-
lion.

But far greater were the riches that lay below the Lmd.
There was an impelling urgency to increase the mining of ura-
ninm, since the Atomic Energy Commission had turned over
nuclear production to private industry, and it \\':15.“'611 known
that New Mexico has the largest nuclear reserves in the coun-
try. In 1967 the AEC itself bought a million pounds of ura-
nium concentrate from four New Mexico mills at a cost of
$75 million.* With the expansion in nuclear power reactors,
big oil companics like Standard, Gulf, and A_\tl:ll.ltl( Richfield
were attracted into the nuranium business. Uranium prospect
ing was in progress on land claimed by the grantees nnrthf)f
Ghost Ranch, and many mineral leases were: m“]. by major
companies in the vicinity of the Tierra Am‘anllla grant.
“There’s a lot of extravagant optimism involved,” said an edi-
torial in the New Mexican. -

"There was also a lot of political pressure involved. Million-
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aire Richard Bokum I1, former Princeton fullback who made
his fortune in New Mexico uranium, was only one of the pro

moters powerf{ul in the State’s Democratic Party.

COVNTER-OFFENSIVE

THE DRIVE (0 destroy the Alianz began that Spring, when a
Federal judge ordered Tijerina to hand over ics membership
lists. Hoping to avoid persecution of their niembers, the eld-
ers disbanded the Alianza Federal de Mercedes (Federal All;
ance of [L.and Grants) and replaced it with a new organization
—the Alianza Federal de Pueblos Libres (Federal Alliance of
Free Comnunities) .

The pressure mounted, and the Coyote conference set for
June 3 never wok place. Districe Attorney Alfonso Sanchez
noved early to forestall it. Flis waming assaulted the ears of
radio listeners all week and was distributed as a leaflet by po
tice throughout northern New Mexico; “As D.A. 1 wish to
give notice that saicd meeting is against the law. Criminal
charges will be filed against all those who attend. Penalty five
years in the penitentiary. You are being misted by Reies
Lopez Tijerina. What he professcs is Communist and is ilte-
gal. Stay home and do not attend.”

The village of Coyote is located within the San Joaquin
tand grant, and the focal families had prepared for a barbecuc
and meeting to last all weckend. Bur State Police reinforce.
ments were sent to the area Friday night, June 2.1 hey set up
a roadblock on the main highway, and when the advance
party of the Alianza showed LIp next mnorning, arrests began.
Cars were searched, belongings seized, including the Alianza
membership files. Before the meeting was scheduled to begin,
eleven men had been arrested

and charged with unlawful as.
sembly.

The bulk of the \lianza members who were headed for
Coyote, warned of what was taking place theve, sheered off
and went instead to Canjilén, a hanlet in the foothills above
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Tierra Amarilla, Being prepared for a E\’oe‘kend of c;?m}:;ing:
the families went to stay on the f:n:m of 1 wln.fs' I.(’ylm‘, a l(ldt‘l
of the Ahanza. Indignation ran high among the ‘c~ar.n_,1‘( I's OVer
the breaking-up of their meeting at Coyote, thenlless mment
sarticularly fixed on District '}tt«n*ﬂvv i\illl'( hez as the ‘,J’([]‘}‘v()llv
\}nainly responsible for the dcmzq of th_car 1~1ght‘tv<,-1 “Iet,t | .13\
felt that Sanchez had a personal motive f(f] l?}lll{;); to .\jl»ld l
their organization. A member was sent back to Alh u(rl.u‘nlqu‘n
to get a copy of the law on citizen’s arrest and SOIIIE‘»“ .1'11([[1[5‘
Uvaldo Velasquez, who had been order(-d. by‘rh‘m( hez Ui
Jock the Covote hall, later described the DA’s disruption o
Alianza plans:*
‘“"I‘T{llzlqrﬁe people knew aborut the meeting on June f\’nfd. I lxxlﬁs
in charge of the Coyote Ceuter that used to be ‘I.[)ll )ILI
school, and 1 had a key to the place. People from gll .armn’wl
were invited to the meeting. But on the secoud of June, I hac
orders fromm DA Sanchez that said, ‘Do not open the place flor
the mccting,” ‘T'he next day on tl;ewllxlrd T went over to the
Cernver and there were cops all over. , ’ .
Tijerina: “Did yon know what the meeting \\;:‘S_»‘l},)(,,lllt._
f”c’]asqm’z: “An Alianza get together. We \f‘ould write a ;t
ter to the President of the United States to investigate if the
[d S WeIe ours. '
m?;]:istaut District Attorney E. E. Chavez Cross L’tx‘umncd:
“lsn't it a fact that the main purpose of the Alianza is to try to
get back Tierra Amanlla land grant and set up a separate
state and take over this land?” - N
Velasquez: “No, sir. We were going to 1“11:1]»;(' a petition to
the President to give us justice in our land.” .
The campers soon learned that the District j-\ttom,c", 1;(
not confined himself to arresting people on their way to t e
Coyote meeting. On its eve police had (r)nd'u('tcd a night nm;i
roundup of those heirs to the Tierra Amarilla grant who ha

i T'ijerina’s trial riali Courthouse, Decem-
* Testimony at T'ijerina’s trial, Bernalillo County Cc »
ber 6, 1968,
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been elected at the courthouse meeting on May 14. Old men
were not allowed to look for their glasses and others hardly
given time to dress. One of these was Sam Benavidez, a car-
penter. He related:

“That night on the sccond day of June they arrested
me. . . . I was taken down to Santa Fe, 110 miles.” He was
never informed of the charge, but thought he was arrested be-
caunse he had been claiming his land. Tijerina asked him:

“Do you feel that you have heen robhed of your land
grants?”’ Benavidez answered, “Yes.” And when Tijerina
asked hnn how long he had heen complaining about his
rights, Benavidez replied: “Twenty or twenty-five yecars. Be
fore, we had Mr. Alfonso Sanchez as lawyer. We collected
money for him and so did the G.I. Forum.”*

Tijerina: “No you know why he quit®”

Benavidez: “Tte wanted inore money, we didn’t have it. He
got more maoney from the others.”t

Mrs. Gregorita Aguilar, wife of Cruz Aguilar and mother
of eight children, is a small delicate-looking woman with a
face like a cameo. On the day she testified, her long hair was
held back by a white band. She spoke through an interpreter,
and sometimes straightened him out.

“I went to Coyote,” she said, “but the roads were blocked
hy officers. There were a [ew people there when I arrived. I
told them I was mad becanse they jailed my husband. They
had no warrant. They shot the ceiling m my house. They saw
I was expecting a baby and didn’t care about it. One of the
men pushed me and I went and got a rifle from the truck.”

Tijerina: “Why did you do that?”

* Mexican American organization founded by Dr. Hector Garcia of Texas.
+Sanchez affirmed that he had represented 100 heirs to the Tierra
\marilla Grant in 1958 in a suil against the Payne Land & Livestock
Co., but dropped it before it came to trial. The Company won the
case. These circumstauces were revezled in the Albuquerque fournal
of August 8, 1967.
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Mrs. Aguilar: “Because I wonld arrest even the Prgsi(lent if
he didn’t present an order when he came on my land.”

Mrs. Aguilar then told of how police “came June 5th to ask
me for m(i‘nut(-s of the meeting in the courthouse,” 5O as to ar-
rest those who were clected officers at that time. She related
that she had known the Alianza about six ycars. Hi‘i(’f('u'f‘ that
mny husband and father-in-law were fighting for their land.
They ot the land away [rom my hushand’s father.”

In the dragnet, police picked up many members of the Al-
janza on trumped up charges of “killing a deer,” and were re-
portedly looking for Reies with such a warrant. But as hap-
pens in a dragnet, it vielded an unexpected (‘aFc}l.

This was Alfonso Chavez, a short man with pronounced
eyehrows, He lives in Albuquerque and is a mechanic and
welder. He had been working for a highway contractor at
Tierra Amarilla. He is not i member of the Alianza. Said
Chavez: “On the third of June the DA sent for me and
charged me with 27 dillerent counts. One x.>l them Was extor-
tion against the govermment. Tiwenty policemen \'\'11}1 shot
guns arrested me on the job. They told me then it was for
‘killing animals.” "

Tijerina: “ Have you ever been tried on those counts?

Chavez: “No. they locked me np [our or five dl[fcnfnl
times. but T was never prosecuted. The criminal complamt
was siened by DA Alfonso Sanchez “With intent to wronglully
obtain land from the government, unlawfully assembled to
take over lands from the U.S. -

“They said in Santa Fe that T was the main leader, the main
Communist. Scared my wife to death, my wife is ])lillld. I was

fired and I have been out of a joh ever since. Tijerina man,
here’s your check, out you go.

“In Tierra Amaritla one night a policeman asked me ahou.L
Alianza and meetings. Fle asked me about Tijerina. I said he's
got more brains in his toes than you got in your head. Maybe
that is the reason T was arrested.”
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8. The Courthouse Raid

T1JERINA DESCRIBED the intensive week that preceded the
courthouse fracas as follows: *

“The papers were using the declarations of the ‘King of the
Indics’ (Noll) to create fear among Anglos, although we have
never ofhcally supported his claim. ‘The y were spreading the
rumor that this so-called King and ° iger’ Tijerina were tak-
ing over the Soutthwest,”

Tipped off by a reporter that DA Sanches had met secredly
with state police and decided 1o arrest him and other Alianza
Icaders on false charges, Reies went (o the North.

“I changed from place to place. Sometines cars in twos and
threes arrived at a house asking where I was. I was convinced
Mr. Al Sanchez was the victim of his own enthusiasm. His
name was before the press and he was stating that we had 1o
legal grounds to either the San Joaquin or Ticrra Amarilla
land grants.”

Widespread reports reached Tijerina that Sanchez and the
state police were trying to find an excuse to kil him.

“T was surrounded by a fabrication. a psychological am-
bush. I caHed the Albuquerque Tribune and the Journal,
asking them to publish an article by Herrera, “Tijerina the
Moses of the Mexican-American,” that appcared 1n the Den-
ver and El Paso papers. It answered the wild storics they were
printing. They said, ‘We print what we want.’ I was up
against a psychological, legal, economic wall that I had no
strength to overconte.

“When my wife came to where I was, I scolded her. She said

» ['c\rimony al Bernalillo (f(;m:ty Courthouse, December 10, 1968,
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she could not stand to stay in Albuquerque. ‘T can’t sleep.
Phone calls continuously, Where is Tijerina? The windows
surrounded by detectives every night.’

“I heard information Mr. Sanchez would not rest until he
gol the big fish. T told nr y wife to go to Canjilén. The Forest
Rangers were helping Mr. Sanchez as spies with field glasscs,
reporting everything that was going on.

“That morning, June 5, very carly, I went to Tierra Anar-
illa. We had received the laws about the citizens’ arrest, how
legal, constitutional, powerful is this right.* I knew that the
p(_:ople had been taught in the last three or four years. They
had learned the rights denicd to them for 120 years. They had
turncd from ignorant people who could be kicked around by
any cop into men and women who would no longer be
pushed around.”

On Monday, as had been announced in the newspapers, the
eleven arrested at Coyote were taken to Tierra Amarilla to be
arraigned before District Judge James Scarborongh. It was as-
sumed that DA Allonso Sanchez would be present, and a
group of the Alianza members who were still camping at the
Leyba farm decided to go to the courthouse and make a citi-
7ens’ arrest of the Diswrice Attorney for violation of their civil
rights at Coyote.

When they arrived at Tierra Amarilla, the arraignment had
just been concluded, and the eleven defendants released on
bail. District Attorney Sanchez was not present, having sent
an assistant,

Twenty men armed with their hunting rifles and a warrant
arrived at the courthouse at about three o’clock. As they en-
tered, four were stopped by State Patrolman Nick Saiz, who
did not know them and drew his gun. Geronimo Borunda
swears it was he who shot Saiz in sclf-ttefense, but the state
insists that it was a meinber of a well-known land grant fani-
ily, Juan Valdez.

The searchers ordered the courthonse employees into the

* Law on Citizens’ Arrest, sce Appendix.
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County Commissioners’ office, “so you don’t get hurt,” and
when it became apparent that Sanchez was not in the court-
house, they left. Two men stayed behind, and when they
drove off an hour later, took with them a reporter and a dep-
uty sherift.

In the meantime, they had called an ambulance for Saiz
and sent uvudersheril Dan Rivera, who had a slight head
wound, to the doctor. The third wonnded man, jailer Eulogio
Salazar, had been jumping out a window when shot by some-
one in the crowd outside the courthouse, and was taken to the
hospital by his family. No Alianza members were hurt.

While the arresting party went into the courthouse, Reies
Tijerina waited nearby at the home of Mrs. Fernanda Marti-
nez. Descrihing that day, Mrs. Martinez first spoke of her famn-
ily’s long eflorts to vegain the land.*

e 1919 a lawyer went to the Tierra Amarilla laud grant
people and said he could get land freed for the people for one
thousand dollars. It was Octaviano Larrazolo.t We never
heard what he did.”

District Attorney Alfonso Sanchez was another lawyer who
had taken their moncy without results, she testified.

“Did you see me on June 5 in Tierra Amarilla®?” asked T
jerina.

“Yes, I saw you in my house about seven in the morning.
You stayed there all day and in the afternoon a little boy
came in and said there was shooting at the courthouse.”

On cross-examination, Mrs. Martinez was asked why she
harbored” Tijerina.

“I don’t know anything about harboring,” she replied, “but
the police were running after him like mad wolves. They
went to my house and offered to pay me a big ransom if 1
would telt themn where Reies Lopez Tijerina was. They just
wanted to put him behind bars, so they would have all the

* Testimony at Bernalillo County Courthouse, December 1968,
+ Father of the presiding judge in the above case.
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land grants for themselves . . . the state police and the Fed-
eral Government.”

To return to Tijerina’s acconnt of that 21“61‘]1'0011.‘ “When
did I go to the courthouse? The son of Cruz ;'\gmnlar had gone
to the arraignment that day. He came running to the hogse
where 1 was. He says, ‘Mr. Tijerina, the p(l‘liu' are shooting
the people.” I had been keeping up with the news Lh:ur the
courthouse was surrounded by police and Lmuhlo expected,
additional police cars suunmoned. It was easy for me to be-
lieve the State Police had charged.

“F was under torturing, cold pain. We got there, 1 don’t
Lnow how. It took a long tume to travel those two blocks to
the courthouse. Some of the people outside the courthouse
showed panic, fright; others showed excitement. People were
saying it was an ambush. . ‘

“ Pon’t go in!” Not only Rose [Reies’ eldest dnug}jlcﬂ,
but other people told me. Members from as f:n‘ as Las V egas,
Anton Chico, Santa Rosa, got in my way. Faces that stayed
with me for months after that.

“YWhen 1 entered the courthonse, I expected to see dead
people all over. One person was standing holding a r.iﬂc”invthe
ribs of somebody. I grabbed the rifie so hard he said, “What
have 1 done? Before 1 left I grabbed the arm of somehody.
‘Get some amhulances! I said. ‘Now yon have give themn the
excuse to kill us all—que nos maten, gue nos acaben a .fndm.'*
When I made sure there were no dead people or bleeding peo
ple in the offices, 1 left the place. .

“Later in the mountains I reviewed whatever had heen at-
tached to iy niind,” Tijerina said. '

For although he was only in the courthouse a short m’ne.
Tijerina arrived at a clear picture of what happened that lft
ernoon. The state, in six trials, on the other hand, pmdm.(.:d
only a confused and jmnbled story, becoming more ¢ mtradic-

£ “To kill us, to Anish us all off.” A clerk had testified that she heard
Tijerina say, “dcaben con todos™ (Finish 1hem all off) .
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tory as time and prosecutions went on. The state’s witnesses
were, for the most part, courthouse employees, and the Rio
Arriba County Conrthouse bestows upon the people of
Tierra Amarilla the largest payroll in town. Its 30 employees,
from tax assessor to typist, may each provide the only cash in-
come for a three-generation family, and a job that mnst be
saved at all costs.

At that time, the county Democratic machine had total con-
trol of the courthouse. Tts head man was Fnilio Naranjo,
chairman of the County Committee, and sherifl for many
years. When the Johnson administration made him a U.S.
Marshal, his son Benny inherited the sheriff's badge.

But Benny did not fight the land grantees with the same
ardor as his father. He threw himself on the floor that famous
afternoon, concealing his badge, and as soon as it was over,
blurted ont to newsmen and the tv camera:

“It wasn’t any jailbreak like you guys said, that's all wrong.
‘They came here for Al Sanchez. I kept hearing them say, ‘Reies
saild ot to hurt nobody, Reies said not to hurt nobody.’

“The oune who got shot [Saiz], that was hecause he went
for his gun. ... The raiders had it in for Alfonso
Sanchez.™!

But a policenian and a jailer were wounded, and a sherifl’s
deputy and a reporter allegedly “kidnapped.” For the latter
offense the State demanded the death penalty. In order to jail
as many Alianzistas as possible, state witnesses contradicted
one another, others gave testimony that conflicted with their
own previous evidence. The conrthouse employees began to
sound like members of a repertory theater group—the same
people appeared at various trials looking the same, hut speak-
ing new lines, written to fit the requirements of a script con-
cocted to convict the current defendant.

One of the two “kidnap” victims was UP{ reporter Larry
Calloway. Te had been called to testify for the State in the
preliminary hearing. but once Tijerina was singled out as a
man to be executed, the newsman’s story no longer fit into
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their script. So that when Tiie?ina was tried for Fi(‘l]lappmg,
lie subpoenaed Calloway as a witness for the (frelerTae. )
Calloway’s evidence chiefly t(mce.med the two men who
had stayed behind when the arresting party left .thc\couﬂr;—
house: ‘Baltazar Martinez, 21, :?n_d Baltazar :\pudﬂ(:fl,. 1:.
Martinez, a descendant of the mlgma‘l owners“nf the ,Tli“a
Amarilla graut, was proclaimed l’)y.p\")h(‘() to be “the most (l:m-
gerous man in New Mexico.” He is a self-taught artist and an
;dmirer of Che Guevara, who likes to wear a red l_)cr?t. ‘But\
on a Sunday morning, Martinez can be seen walking 101(11)'.\%
the fields of his little farm carrying a packng(- of cake mix for
his mother in one hand and a pmycl:book in the oLITer: ])L_\irf
ing the season, Baltazar works 111 i‘\nzonzl as a lettuce Lll.l.lLI’.
Flderly Mr. Apodaca looks at life through deep-set, pm;c»
trating c"yes in a fue, calm face. Although he farms on L}f
outskirts of Albuquerque, he could have stepped out (?l the
Old Testament. His scorn for Anglos 331(1 Anglo ways is not
concealed, nor is his contempt for their l:.u:keys among the
State’s petty officeholders. His family, secking to plgte:(:t’ .t_h_e
old man from criminal prosecntion as a result of the I lerra
Amarilla events, had him committed to the State Hospylytcd in
1968. Two years later he was released as “mentally _\\'(’1]. B
(Jallowav‘ is 2 man about thirty, and when examined h.y ”I 1-
jerina maintained a sullen expression. He was not a willing
witness for the defense, but neither was he vindictive. _
He had been at Coyote June 3 and noted th(.r mounting
frustration of the people, and on Monday morning wen_{ to
the courthouse in Tierra Amarilla to cover the bond hearing
for those arrested that weekend. At about three he was plrlcpar'—
ing to phone a story from a br)(:th in ’Lhc qcoulthmlsle h’l W a}%
when he heard the shot that felled Saiz. There was a g{o,up‘f)r
people standing beside the patrolman, but he couldn’t say
which one had a gun. 4 -
“I dropped to the floor of the phone booth bec - 10.“
sumed I was in the line of fire. Following that, T heard sh
outside, and people running.
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“About twenty minutes after the shooting began, I saw
Reies Tijerina, I had met him October 22, 1966 at the Echo
Amphitheater demonstration. He was wearing a dark jacket
and had a pistol in his right hand

“He was talking, but my knowledge of Spanish is not very
good. I saw him just for a few seconds.’

Tijerina: “Was I aiming?”

Calloway: “No, just holding the pistol with a bent elbow.
You were not shooting. I dropped to the floor again and
stayed there for twenty or thirty minutes.”

Next, Baltuzar Martines pushed him into the Comniission-
ers’ room.

Tijerima: “Did you sce me there, Mr Callon ay?”

Calloway: “No, I didn’t. The state policeman was on his
back in the hall. There was blood on the floor I was frisked at
the door of the County Commissioners’ office by Baltazar Mar-
tinez. I took a seat on a table at the far end of the room
About twenty people were sitting there, The men had their
hands cither m the air or clasped behind their backs.

“The shooting was over by that time. I looked out the win-
dow and saw an ambulance pull up in frout of the court
house. Four men who went out to help load Nick Saiz in the
ambitlance, came back and sat down again

“Martinez frisked a bulky man I later found out was Dep-
uty Sheriff Pete Jaramillo. Then both of us were taken out-
side the door, and our hands tied behind our backs. Martinez
told us to go outside. He said to me, ‘no retaliation 1f you
want to live.” He then shot at a red bubble on top of a police
car.”

Calloway described how he and Jaramillo were put in a
pickup’ truck, which was driven back and forth in the town.
Shotguns and rifles were gathered up from unattended police
cars and loaded into the pickup, with the assistance of pas-
sersby. The weapons were transferred to the trunk of Deputy
Jaramillo’s GTO, parked in front of the courthouse.

“I was told to sit in the hack seat of the GTO on the left

Sketch of Deputy Sheriff
Pete Jararmllo done by
Baltazar Martinez whils
Jaramillo testified in
court that Martinez had
kidnapped him
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Burning of Forest Service sign at Coyote, N.M., June 1969
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hand side. We drove north through Tierra Amarilla into a
driveway. Baltazar Martinez honked the horn. A woman came
onto the porch. ‘Look what 1 caught,” he said.

“ “Trespassers,’ she replied, laughing.’

. They stopped for gas at a small station a few hundred yards
'lr‘mn the house. “Martinez asked me if I had any money.
I'here was a §20 bill in my billfold. The attendant brought
back the change, Martinez told him to put it into the billfold
and put it back in my pocket.”

“We passed along the strect that goes straight ont of town.
‘_\.l:irlincz slowed the car and looked at a new Forest Service
signt that was being built by the side of the road. We drove
through Canjilén on the dirt road that leads toward the
m.ount:iin. It was very muddy. A state palice car came past us
with four men inside. I saw it stop, and the policemen got out
with rifles and took positions behind the car. Two l)()l?{‘.(‘ cars
pulled into the road, blocking it. Martines, einned the car
and it becamie stuck in the mud. :

“Then Baltazar Apodaca stepped outside the car, and told
me to get out. He was holding a carbine. We backed into a
muddy field in front of a church. The old man slipped in the
mud. I knew I could pull my hand out of the l')il’ldl'ﬂ”\'. I
pulled loose aud pulled the carbine away from .»\|>ndaca.h:md
he was handcuffed by State police officers. Baltazar Martinez
and Pete Jaramillo could be seen on foot in the distance.”

T:;vrin.n: “Are you sure you didn't see me carrying on a
conversation with you while holding a rifle in the ribs of Jar-
amitlo?”

Calloway: “I am certain 1 did not carrv on a conversation
with Reies Tijerina while he was hnldinq’a rifle in the ribs of
Pete Jaramillo,” _

Tijerina: “You were called by the state to testify in Santa
Fe? [“Yes.”] Do you know why you were left out this time?
[“No”].* .
* From (?Houz—q-'s testimony at preliminary hearing February 5, 1968 and
at Bernalille County Courthouse trial in December 1968,
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At the preliminary hearing, Deputy Sheriff Jaramillo’s evi-
dence was essentially the same as Calloway’s, until the point
when they reached Canjilon. Speaking through an inter-
preter, Jaramillo said:

“Jt was about five o’clock when we got to Canjilén, twenty
miles from Tierra Amarilla. Baltazar Martinez had nie i front
of hiin and was nsing e as a shield with the State Police. He
backed me all the way across the churchyard and right in front
of the post oflice. There was a green Dodge with threc kids
sitting in the front seat. He ordered this kid to drive toward the
monntains.”

At this point Baltazar Martinez” mother appeared and
began remonstrating with her son. Police yelled at her to get
out of the way, bul instead she got into the car

“There were three kids, Baltazar's mother and Baltazar. We
drove toward the mountains about five miles out of Canjilén.
Then he let me out of the car. His mother told him to turn
me loose and give himsell up.”

Instead. Martinez ran the pufling Jaramnillo across a field,
quickly left him behind, and took off into the monntains.

The other members of the citizens’ arrest party had disap-
peared long since, pursued by Forest Rangers acting as blood-
hounds for the State Police.

THE Surekp PEN

Piexickrrs At the Leyba farm at Canjilon, on the evening of
the courthouse fracas, were descended upon by an armed
[orce of hundreds. The size of the brigade revealed the panic
imto which the authorities had been thrown.

State police, the New Mexico Mounted Patrol, I'orest Serv-
ice rangers, policemen from the Jicarilla Apache Reservation,
and a hattalion of the Nalional Guard all converged on
Canjilén. They surrounded the wooded pasture of the Ley-
bas, where about 60 women, children and older men were

camping on private property.
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The National Guard brought a number of 40mm. gun car-
riages, referred to as “tanks” in the newspaper stories, and
shown in news photos all over the world. Mus. Tobias Leyba,
frightened to see one of these sinister-looking vehicles crunch
into her front yard, fled through the hack door carrying her
bahy, the older children hurrying the toddlers through the
brush and up the mountain side.

‘The campers were marched out of the grove like prisoners
of war, and conlfined for 26 hours in a muddy sheep pen near
the Leyba house. It rained that night, and their barhecue, left
unattended, had burned, so there was nothing to eat, and they
were without clean water. Guards followed Rose Tijerina and
other young women to the outdoor toilet that had no door.

When Patsy, Tijerina’s yvoung wife, asked a National Guard
officer why they were being held, he said that it was in the
hope of luring back their men. She sought permission to shel-
ter her baby {rom the rain, but was refused.

A writer from Albuquerque, Bill Qlson, drove to Canjilon
that day, encountering three police road blocks “as well as the
muzzles of somne ngly-looking automatic weapous.”

“Convoys hurried officiously through the valley,” he wrote.
“T'wo helicopters and an airplane circled with cagle cyes.” He
et a convoy of police, suardsmen and mounted patrolmen.
“The ‘mounties’ wore Stetsons and Douglas MacArthur sun-
glasses and carried automatic rifles. The gronp stapped at the
now-infamous prisoner compound, arrested Rose Tijerina,
and moved on to Tierra Amarilla with her to file charges.”

Rose, who was 18, and seven others were held without bail.
Sanchez said he would not releasc Rose until her father sur-
rendered.,

Next afternoon most of those detained were relecased, but
others, inclnding Patsy Tijerina, were taken down to jail in
Santa Fe. Seven-month old Isabel Tijerina was placed in care
of county welfare authorities, while her mother remained in
jail, and Rose in the state penitentiary.

: 1
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A week later, frantic parents enlisted the help of the ACLU
in ‘a search for six teen-age boys and. cirls whu.hnd heen held
in juvenile detention for nine da;fs, m((mnnum.mdo.~ -

Thirteen of the adults held prisoner later su_lc-d District j\t-
torney Sanchez, State Police (Thi.ef Black, and General Jolly of
the National Guard, but obtained no damages from these
Ofrllmi?'lii week a Santa Fe newsman, P(‘Lcr. \Ji"xbokm', was
driven, blindfolded, up to Tijerina’s mountain hideoult Sﬁ).tl‘lc
land-grant leader could give his side f)f the story to the ;l)xc;sv.
Tijerina, wearing a clean pressed shirt and speaking calmly,
told Nabokov: ‘

“One thing the public doesn't know is that a‘\\'(-ll orgm117.f:d
plan hy the state police has been in operation for 5(‘\1(_‘1'.1]
months, to assassinate me.” ‘The plan, he said, was spurred by
the “bankers who would destroy me, my name and reputa-
tion. They arc not alraid of my guns or maney, because they
know I don’t have any.” 4

About the raid, Tijerina said: “The Coyote meeting \«:ras
planned as an orderly convention ol people from 201“ over. Not
only New Mecxico, but Colorado, Texas, and California. "1]"]1("
p('o'pl(- became furious when it was .slo!)ped. and when they
learned that Alfonso Sanchez was arresting .lh(lSC who_had at-
tended the meeting May 14 in Tierra Amarilla. Knowing that
my life was in danger, and that Alfonso Sanchez was pr.uce“ed—
ing in such an uncivilized manner, I became very stronglylﬂhlf-
picious that they wanted to get rid of e for g()()(l. In a S(;()II
meeting attended by about 75 people, we decided we llfl. to
make a citizens’ arrest of the person who was tampering and
abusing our constitutional rights, Mr. Al S:mrlw{w -

“The arresting party went throughout the various rooms o
the courthouse, but Al Sanchez could not be found.”

After Nabokov’s story was published, DA Sanchez r.ame. LT)
the newspaper office, fished the reporter’s notes ont (]1{}:' 9;"“1
bage can in the alley, and threatened (o arrest him and his e
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100 TIJERINA AND THE LAND GR ANTS

after Tievra Amanilia.) He called Reies Lopez Thjerina

i
“outsider,” who “sparked violence and set back racig]
relations,” and “an coemy of the United States and ,

damned har,” Lecause he had told the pcople of Spain thag
the children of the Spanish in New Mexico were hungry anq
lacked educational opportunities.?

\Innluyﬂ decried the Alianza’s opposition (o the war, 4|

would certainly back any decision that might be made by

President involving more escalation of the war. 1 certainly
favor bombing of North Vietnam,” he told the N
Mexican® at a time when hugely disproportionate figures of
Mexican Americans killed were being published, and Tije
rina was making declarations for peace Irom tl

In October, Tijerina and the Senator came face to face at a
meeting of MAPA in San Diego. The Senator attempted to
defend both the domestic and foreign policics of the Johnson
administration, hut Tijerina manifested no such blind alle
giance, lashing out with equal bitterness at war-makers, bank
crs, and the big growers as oppr
millions.s

1€ penitentiary

essors of the Spanish-speaking

The Senator excoriated the

rapidly growing ties between
the Alianza and other freed

om movenients. “Spanish Anieri-
cans,” he declared, “will make no alliances with black nation-
alists who hate America. We do not lie down in the
with Ron Karenga, Stokely Carmichael.
who seek to put

gulter
and Rap Brown—
auother wound in America’s body.”s

Senator Montoya was not unbiased in his opposition to Ti-
jerina’s land clains, having exacted land as

legal {ees from
poor farmers more than once

as a young lawver. “Who has in-
vestigated the wondrous rags to riches climb of Joseph Mon-
toya?” asked Jose Madril, World War IT winner of Presiden
tial citations for braye Iy, and a veteran of the skirmish at
Fierra Amarilla,

Montoya often represented the President at Alliance for
Progress and other meetings in Latin America. His attacks on
Tijerina, therefore, became particularly intemperate, calling

101

«—NEW AND OLD
TICS—NEW
pOLL
him 3
darkness, £ N
o =
e the piight or -NE€ o - - 'as prepar-
B led lth':r a Washinglon lawyer, David Rein, was prej
revea M \

-, racis reature of
«, discredited charlatan, monster, racist and (lcalr o
] 1 < S (
1 when the land-grant leader annuunu.d plans 1
w Mexicans to the United Nanons, an

- i - that purpose. ,
i ycumentation fox . » .
"8 fl( 'S Fe News of January 4, 1968 plll)]lhh(’(lld car
o : “I.ooks like Sen. Mon-

o cowhoys discussing the news: 1 )
e § sle,” says one, “And it

sova found out about the ;\hlﬂlll:‘l I,I'(.')l].lT e TR
L ds like he’s running against Reies "Thjerima,

sounds v g

other.

DEATI OF A JAILER

January 3, 1968, the battered body of

: r .
Ox TAE mornng of near Tierra

i is car
] 10 Salazar was f¢ | stuffed into his ¢ erT2
Fulogio Salazar was f()/um t e e
Amaritfa. Salazar, a Rio Arriba County jaile
Z3NI¢ 4. Nadldzar, . ' \ . ‘ .
that Tijerina wounded hin in the (()uxlhul‘s.t?‘l] )y[ I
‘\skea if he believed the Alianza responsible L 1 é -
‘ ¢ f 3¢ yanchez  said,
murder, District Attorney Alfonso mn(.he/] A
B - i iately drove to Las Vegas
course! Who else?” and immediately \110\: ml ety
persuade Judge Angel to revoke bonds the 20 delendants
U ge Ang
in H case.® ——
posted 1n the June 9 case. e on TV
When told of the murder, Reies 11th1 : ey
i ass p < & 8
that the people of the Alianza believe In m.iss“],x(A[ i
i : imes. “This 1s a well hinanced @
gle and not in bloody crimes. “This 1s a gl %
k. ll‘ ized move Dby some people who are ag: )
: OYgalllzZed : ) ne pe ‘ .
k. "D\t the same time, Tijerina told the A\lilmql f]n i
cause. 8¢ J ' ATl o
Journal, “IL is very strange that this hn]apuuld1 sh l ,?“ g
) . ‘ ' le other blast a 1, lhxe
Senator Joseph Montoya had leveled ]Imll.ud ',\ st L
B i ‘ Tl Nations.
cause we intend to take our case to Flu Unate S
L ];:iﬂllt(‘f‘ll defendants in the earlier case \\;10 1o e
T 5 6 iles from the scen
71 queraque, 160 miles s
mostly in Albuquerque, J [ i 2
crime. Tio missed the dragnet: Baltazar Martine
[ - . Santa Fe New Mexican,
# References in this scetion are from I'he San k¢

January 3-11, 1968.
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104 TIJERINA AND THE LAND GRANTS

tion filed by Alianza lawyers. It deposed thar the real reason
for the wholesale and arbitrary arrests was a public hysteris
whipped up by the authoritjes, They expressed fear that “our
state. will become known as totalitarian enclave,” anq
argued that the bond revocation was “a naked exercise of ju-
dicial power and without any basis in fact,”

Alfonso Sanchez admitted that e had “no direct proof that
any Alianzans were involved in the murder,” and that no
charges in connection with it were pending against any of the
18 being held.

On the same day, the governor attended Sa lazar’s funeral
High ranking politicians, the Americin Legion, Anglo ranch
ers and others who would not have given the small-town Jailex
the time of day, turned our and were solemnnly photographcd
for the press.

Meanwhile, the 18 Alianza members remained in the pchi-
tentiary. Governor David Cargo received telegrams from
Black and Chicano leaders protesting the incarceration of the
land-grant leader and his followers.

H. Rap Brown, national chairman of the Student Non-Vie.
lent Coordinating Committee, wired: “We strongly protest the
attenmpt at political assassination of the Alianza . . . and the
climate of mass hysteria and attempted destruction of a fellow
movement for human rights.”*

Bert Corona, president of the Mexican American Political
\ssociation of California, and Rodolfo Gonzales, president of
the Crusade for Justice, also wired their protest,

The wide support for the Alianza, indicating the decree to
which the movement had become a symbol of the cause of
“La Raza” in the Southwest, startled many New Mexicans.

\ week later, the Court ordered 14 Alianzistas released on
bond, but directed that Tijerina, Juan Valdez, Tobijas Leyba
and Baltazar Apodaca be held without bail. Hanging over
these [our was the capital charge of kidnapping. But even the
14 were not freed. Sheriff Naraujo “went fishing,” so that bail
could not be posted, while Sanchez filed a new charge against
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remark he had made linking the Alianza with Salazar’s death
when he first heard the neys.

“Governor, you got us into this mess, now you can get us
out,” Mrs. Tohfas Leyba told him when he eventually ap
peared.

“T'en thousand dollars bail, we can’t afford that,” said Mrs.
Escobar. “In the public eye you have convicted the whole Al
1anza without any evidence.”

“Mrs. Escobar, did yon bring Danny back from Denves
with you?” asked the Governor.

“What for, she already has two children in jail,” TIsahel
Garcia interjected. She continued, “You know the Alianza
didn’t have anything to do with this crime, this is the sheep
pens all over again,”

The Governor sat under a huge wood carving of the State
seal, which shows a big, benevolent U8, eagle with an infant
Mexican eagle under its wing.

“Did you kunow Mr. Salazar? His murder was a terrible
thing,” he said.

“We don’t condone murder,” Mys. Garcfa answered. “No-
body wants the murderers found more than we do.”

“I don’t have the power to reduce the bail,” Cargo pro-
tested. “That’s Al Sanchez’ job.”

“The raid happened because of Al Sanchez. He is the one
that started this persecution of Reies.”

“Well, I didn’t elect Sanchez,” said the Republican Gover-
nor. (The District Attorney is 2 Democrat.)

The Governor took some large photographs of Salazar’s
bloody corpse out of a drawer and passed them around.

“Tijerina fights for the land but we don’t kill anybody,”
said the brother of Tobias Leyba, who lives near Tierra
Amarilla. “Do they have to be blamed because Eulogio was
killed? When a jailer stays in office too long you don’t know
how many enemics he had.”

"The case against Tijerina had ueeded a little something ex-

tra—inurder—to rouse public hatred and set the atrmosphere
for the trial.
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tion with a report, Hunger USA, that showed 256 counties
where malnntrition and severe hunger are chronic. Six of the
emergency counties are in New Mexico.

Poverty was not neyw i New Mexico. No one was surprised
to hear that “shocking hunger’” was endemic in these counties,
four of them n the North, where the grazing land is ahnost
gone, and with it the caltle that once supplied meat and
whole milk. Ancmic mothers sorrowed over infants who died
at a rate three times the national average; school nnrses noted
resecos, dry patches on the skin of little children caused by
malnutrition; and doctors reported the third highest inci
dence of rheuniatic heart disease in the nation, a consequence
of unattended strep infections.?

The people who abandoned their villages for Albuquerque
were not much better off. There, where 90 per cent of the
poor have Spaunish surnawmices, at least 23,000 persons were cli-
gible for food stamps, and there was no food stamp plan.?

The six countics named by the Citizens Board of Inquiry
have a majority of Mexican Awcricans, bearing ont the gov-
ernment’s discovery that “The arcas of greatest concentration
of low income coincide with those of high density of Spanish
surnames.’

In Rio Arriba, a county the size of Connecticut, two-thirds
of the people are of Indo-1lispanic descent. Here 74 per cent
have no flush toilets, 70 per cent have no electric or gas stoves,
06 per cent no TV, and 87 per cent have no phone. One-half
are on relief,

In 1968, when the national uncmployment rate was
officially 3.3 per cent, it was 28 per cent in Rio Arriba, and
those who worked on ranches, that is, most of the Indo-Hispa-
nos, carned an average of S805 a year

Small farmers in every section of the United States today
snrvive only through unremitting struggle, and often sink be-
neath the encumbrance of a mortgage. But cven inadeguate

government loans are not available to the northern New Mex-

ico farmer, who cer tainly fits the requirement that he be una
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ties and only one of six in Mora County complete high
school, and 58 per cent of the people in these counties have 2
family income of less than $3,000 a year.” While some Federa]
poverty programs have been beneficial, some have been “una.
dulterated baloney,” he said. The people have “just lost all
faith in government.”

Why couldn’t Cargo propose a program to revive the econ.
omy of the northern counties? Because in the starvation areas
vast acreages are in the bands of the Federal governinent. The
counties mentioned by the Governor are in the heart of the
land grants, and anyone who even scratched the surface of tle
problem found the reason to be the same: the alienation of
the land.

Two midwest professors who studied Rio Arriba and T#os
counties found “‘starvation amidst plenty; ranchers badly in
need of more stock aud of more grazing land for the stock
they have, while not far away is good, ungrazed land, 59 jer-
cent of it in the hands of the Forest Service.”®

Marquis Childs, writing about chronic hunger, also saw the
land at the root of the problem. He warned that the policies
of the Departmient of Agriculture are a “prescription Tor disas
ter.” Farm laborers arc forced onto reliel, and in the hunger
counties reliel is deliberately kept down to compel the dispos-
sessed to leave.

“Only a radical system of land tenure and land use, written
into a broad Federal statute, could bring sufficient change,”
he continued. “And any candidate proposing such a radical
goal would have to write off delegate votes in the powerful ag-
ricultural states, and particularly in the South and South-
west,”

Referring to what Tijerina has often called a conspiracy
against the poor, Chiids described “a kind ol interlocking di-
rectorate hetween the officials of the vast bureaucracy of the
\griculture Department and the Congressional committees
controlling policy and appropriations for Agriculture. . . . For
the big operators it is a highly profitable arrangement.’”
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T1yrrINA TALKS BACK
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was ‘‘the wrong choice for leader of the Poor Peoples’
March.”

And it was rage at the conditions he had known for a life-
ame that fired Tijerina’s anger when he talked back in a let-
ter pubh%hed in the Journal, May 1, and here slightly abbre-
viated:

“As Chairman of the Poor Peoples’ March in New Mexico,
I wonld like to speak mn behalf of the poor people, and also n
pehalf of my reputation.

“First of all, I feel that to know the poor people, one nnist
know the reasons for the poverty in which they hive.

“Jt is true that I am i trouhle with the establishment, and
with the encmics of the poor who are in power. But I am also
proud to be i this position becanse of the poor. My reputa-
tion is not as bad as the reputation of our government
throughout the whole world.

“Besides, for the poor I am mor¢ than ready to get in trou-
ble. No poor man can accuse me ol fooling him, lymg, taking
his land, violating international treaties, such as the Treaty of

Guadalupe 1lidalgo, or butning and destroying the docu-

ments and records of Spanish and Indian pueblos. . .

“I cannot be accused of raping and attacking the culture
and national characteristics of any people . por can 1 be
accused of converting justice into state welfare powdered
mulk.

“No poor man, Indian, hlack, or Spanish American, can ac-
cuse me of violence except those with the nature of Senator
Montoya, who prides himself in comparing s powers and
success with the poor and the oppressed in the Northern part
of New Mexico

“Dr. Martin Luther King knew well the conditions of New
Mexico, as well as the conditions of all poor people through-
out the world. As for Dr. King appointing me 10 represent
not only the Spanish American poot of New Mexico, but all
Spanish Americans throughout the whole Southwest, four
wilnesses were present in the Chicago International Airport
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when Dr. King, talking to me, said ‘Mr. Tijerina, I Conimeygq
you for what you are doing in New Mexico for Your peopje»

“So ... 1anm taking part m the poor peoples’ march be.
cause from the beginning it was 1 who began the coalitioy
philosophy between the brown and the black people and the
Indian people and the good whites, So the fact that the Incli-
ans and Spanish Americans are taking part in the poor peq.
ples” march in Washington is proof that I've been interested
in unity of all people and justice for all people.

“If Rev. Ralph Abernathy is to honor New Mexico and A}
buquerque with his presence May 11, it is because I, "Tije.
rina, the Wrong Choice,” invited him personally in exchange
for his invitation to me to be in Meniphis May 1 at the motel
where Dr. King was assassinated, to speak there and begiu the
march with Rev, Aberathy.

“We should not forget that before his death, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and the SCLC [Southern Christian
ship Conference] were continually attacked b
the establishnient throughout the So
have been attacked here.”

The Journal editorial reflected powerful [orces that feared
Reies’ achieving national prominence. One of these was Sena
tor Montoya, who appeared at a hearing early in April. He
didin’t believe poverty programs conld be handied from Wash
ington, he said. T'he hearing was attended by members of sev-
eral Mexican-American community organizations and wellare
recipients, who demanded 2 say in disposition of welfare
funds. It took place in the Federal Buildiug in Albnquerque,
and outside were Rejes Tijerina’s daughter, Rose, and a
group of picketers. They carried signs calling M ontova
‘Judas” and protesting the nnmber of Spanish
who have died in Vietnam,

On Aprit 26, two days after Rev.

Abernathy named him
Sonthwest Coordinator and two hours before he was to leave

for Washington, Reies was arrested.

Leader
y the press an
uth in the same way ]

Americans
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freed.’ As a vesult, the 3250,000 hond 1 anc
Reies released May | in time to speak at the opening of the
campaign in Memphis the following day.

A week later, at 2 meeting
District Attorney Alfonso S:

as lowered, i

at the Kiwanis Club in Espariola,
mnchez, “chiel legal officer of Santy
Fe, Los Alamos and Rio Arriha Counties,” announced he was
running for reelection. He apologized for a pistol he 1
wearing under his coat. “I'm sorry I have to wear a gun, but i
[t was a needless precantion. Th
only violence dealt Sanchey by the people of Rio Arriba was »
sound trouncing at the polls.

has become a necessity.”

11. The Poor Peoples’ March

ON A sunny Saturday morning, May 18, a five-mile march of
mare than a thousand people Xicked off the 1}
Campaign in Albuquerque, “Ages, faiths and races mingled,”
headlined the Jowrnal, in the

pavade that was joined by
Roman Catholi Archbishop James Peter Davis of Santa Fe
and his counterpart from

J\n(‘,hurage, Alaska, .\1(]’1bishup
Joseph T. Ryan. The archbishops joined with the Protestant
president of the New Mexico Council of Churches, and
marched side by side with a number of visiting Indians and
with Reies Tijerina.
Rev. Ralph Abernathy and other
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: i an Naton, Gl L
B(_’(] 1aersen 1 tlle I uscarora Il](ll’ll :
r \ (l SOY 110 11 (l)\] l“ l
['I “ ()[ l]lf (‘4 eCK I III]( , allq 1\( Alnan I((,)g,in, ]6[)1 esenting [1)(
e C< OIL. ])-1( was Ill( an \Il 1 DBraldc ac
30| Z as TE, ¢ <
neca \dtl n O¢ (I ll.()l I 111 l ) ll ]
I dl d f 5 1 [hd dy, < d f
K(’ 1 4t a llln(l raising ll]ll[ll( or
Spo 1 = t (l 1y \vU ]] l’lll !1 ‘]I](
I_)U(Jr ])( ()P]( (J{ ;\lbll(lll( Iq ue ([(, ﬁ(d thl(vlnl)la to stay them,
all(l (P’(ll J“ to a rousing start.

DENVER

; e -k Sunday
1 rHWEST delegates alterward looked back on Sunday
ek . iati ~ch School as the best
dinner in Denver’s Annunciation Churc “1’ Justice served
ap. rusade for Justice
z - whale trip. There, the C Justice
meal of the whalc or Ju St
all 500 a turkey dinner, and as they ate, they '\‘\'(:If‘ jo .“m)
» ‘ ) N - o A7 e ] -
: : - delecates. Their leader, Loven Watson, p
Black Panther dclegates. T r. L Vatson, prom
ised, “We’'ll stay in Washington until Congres |i. s S
. » =S - R T TS o oy ‘“ 0 VO
3 ooressive legislation.” A reporter asked, Y
. I - ¢ in black-white-Mexican unity?
¢ been made ack- .
think gains have been t . L Sl R
\\'nin‘;; replied that he believed appreciable coalition:
being formed. N - . -
A :ominqent of Mexican militants—Brown B 1([; a'ndd i
i : V salifornia, ¢ ir dufte
families—arrived [rom northern California, dlldf[]lﬁ‘ s
; . ] = 34 ( & UU
lined the scheolroom together with the luggage of close
rerites who were taking the trip. 4 .
Denverites who o8 ver. brought his seeping
Tomas Manzanares, 12, of Denver, broug . o
bag and a scroll signed hy 100 students of Columbine o
el . " - 1 . - resern ¥
ntary School. “It is a thrill for us that you are representing
meae ary . - : g
ch to Wa ton. :
u the March to Washing o R
IIS'Ll"l}l n shone on thie golden dome of Colorado’s mile-high
e sun sho ool¢ : ]
1 assy s -5, wherc unein
Capitol that afternoon, and its grassy >lt,w[?(s, “h‘e it
ployed coal mniners had converged in the 1930s, “('ii(,g(. i
ered with representatives of the modern poor.
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Crusade armbands, Black Panther insignia and the full re.
galia of Western Plains Indians

At the rally of 5,000, Corky Gonzales and Retes Tijering
were greeted with fervor, and Fred Carr, Crow Indian of
Montana, got cheers when he declared that, “Nobody knows
what poor is, like the Indian. Nobody has seen horses start Ing
and dead on their own land. The only reason I grew up is
because I am mad. We are united with the Negro, Mexican
and white.” Rev. Bernard Lafayette, coordinator of the Pooy
Peoples’ March, spoke on behalf of the SCL.C. The rally’s
greatest cnthusiasm, here, was for Corky, who had often
walked up the long steps to that Capitol building to make de
mands for his people. It was here two years earlier that he had
told 2,000 Mexican Americans why he renounced his salaried
post in the War on Poverty, denouncing the stubborn racism
of Colorado's statc officials,

After Denver, the marchers nade stops at Kansas City, St
Louis and Lousville, and in each city they caught a glimpse
of the different forms that poverty and oppression take in this
inmnense country.

Kansas Crry

THE cARAVAN, now swelled to 14 buses carrying 600 South-
westerners, arrived in Kansas City at five Monday morning,
grateful to be met by hot coffee from Salvation Army trucks
and friendly people, black and white, to serve it.

It was in Kansas City that Reies and Corky together began
a struggle that lasted the entire trip, and continued 1in Wash-
mgton. They fought for a distinctive voice within the coali-
tion—a Mexican-American voice. They wanted to explain the
peculiar problems of the second largest minority, and they
sought to reach not only Congress but the entire nation

And so the New Mexico delegation “sat in” at Kansas
City’s Livestock Exposition Hall that mormming, while their
leaders held out for a place on the list of 17 speakers that in-

s,
—_—

P

~ o BN ‘
’ 1
Karl Kernberger

t Hawthorne Scbhool in Washingion,
Andrew Young, Reies ‘literina,
les, Roque Garcla

>

; h—conferaice
Poor Peoples’ March—con e ‘
D.C Iu:!c 1968. Left to Iu‘:nz RL. b
R‘(“\"R'llph Abernathy, Rodolfo “Corky” Gonsa

May 1968

or Peoples’ March, Kansas City
Reies 1ijerina on Poor Peoples
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cInded the Mayor. At last word came that an agreement hpg
been reached. Tywo of the 17 scheduled to speak at the rally i,
a ball park had withdrawn in favor of the visitors.

As Tijerina approached the inicrophone, his delegation
niarched into the ball park—surprised when a brass band
struck np a Mexican tune, and at the applanse that greeteq
themn.

Reies was wearing a red headband in honor of his mother
a Tejas Indian. ‘Though his throat bothered him after the or
atory in Denver the day before, the crowd in the bleachers lis
tened intently as he talked of the victims of treaties hroken |y
the 10.S. goverument: first the Indian, next the Mexican, and
today the Vietnamese.

Three busloads from Kansas City joined the march thay
(].’l}.

St. Lowms

ST. Loms received the poor people’s delegates on Monday eve
ning, May 20. “They brought with them an atmosphere of
brotherhood and good feeling,” said the St. Louis Globe-
Democrat.

After a sumptuons meal served in Forest Park by a comnmit
tee of hlack churchwomen, all 800 delegates hurried to Kiel
Anditorinm. There, in imposing surroundings, the marchers
listened to three hours of homilics by a series of preachers and
city dignitaries, relieved by the fine singing of a choir and the
down-to-carth remarks of Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, who had
been in on the planning of the campaien before the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King.

But when the chaitman of the St. Louis unpaign finance
commiittee began to read off a long list of contributors, the
delegates, scated together in the center of the anditorinm,
grew restive. Their leaders waited 15 minutes, bnt when the
interminable list continued, Corky Gonzales and Reies T ije
rina jumped up and walked ont, followed by the entire West-
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Mexican, black, Indian and white, t(‘)gclh}n)
ants from St. Lonis, they held a caucus in l 1€
; Two members of the reception

ern cumhmm.t,~
with Negro mihit |
tobby. The mood was angry.
(-omﬁlitlee rnshed out after them.

i - culture to contribute
'ty hink we have any culture e
“Pon’'t youu think we y : . ‘
E: Tiierina asked them. Following some negotiation,
J visitors should be introdnced. .
¥ ¢ given the

this

evening?’
it was aoreed that the
t\\as.lg]u(\t c i - i
: The St. Louis audience of about .m_A(]O(I then we o
ot of hearing an cpic poem of the Chic:

unexpm.le(l treat R

in,” recite its anthor,
struggle, “I an Joaquin, recited by its antl
1 Lol 4 -
zales.”
Its closing lines are.
I am still here!
ndured in the ru
I have endured in the : ey e
I have survived the Loils and slevery of the fiel
I heve existed ’ ’
in the barrios of h’u_: city,
in the suburbs of bigolry,
in the mines of social snobbery,
in the pr{.mn.s of dejection,

s ounlry
gged mounlains of our couniry

! . -
in the much of t":\';‘llC’f.{(Z’f”"H: N
and in the fierce heat of racial hatred. .
I SHALI ENDURE!
] WILL ENDURE!
> » bank of the
Next morning, the travelers cathered on the bank o
exXt mo g, < 24
ississippi. T Vestern leg | ' g2
\ississippi. The Wes g I nen d by a deloga
'h Yo ‘ Texas, black and Mexican, whose l)((l.l[).l“ Uk
B e crom fo " as Rev. Entinno Garcla
h from St. Louis.
1 into the main-

Jad been increased by a delcga-

“harvesting crops for you to enjoy, e
from Laredo expressed it, and by black )-nll)(

“This is the day the poor 1.11ux1“l>c acv« (*11((‘ 80 L1S e
stream of society,” said Tijerina. “They mnst hve g 5

1S (o € (o I re w i¢ in ) 11§ areé
] W h AVC hL’T 'l—ll(' )t'\,\[)l that are no 1 »]]]L
(1ays « ) < .

i ZULU and CORIL brothers, and our brothers
ol ULU «

G6R
1 37 Downing St., Denver, ( olorado, 1968.
* Crusade for Justice, 1567 Downing

from
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Texas, and any decisions made on this march are going to he
made together or not at all. In this caravan we don’t wang
slave buses, and we don’t want contratistas.”

On leaving St. Louis, the poor pcople staged a symbolig
march that shut down the Eads Bridge, a main interstate
traflic span across the Mississippi River. They were now over
a thousand, and spread completely across the trafficway, sing
ing and shouting stogans, carrying signs that read “Vipa
Raza," “Tierra O Muerte.” They attracted the attention of
hundreds of miotorists, whose flow they halted for an hon:
The Mississippi had not seen such a crew in vears.

An old-timer talked of the place that St. Louis had occu-
pied in the Mexican revolutionary movement, when political
refugees from the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz formed a col-
ony here, and printed a paper edited by Flores Magén called
Regeneracion, sinuggled back into Mexico where it played an
important part in the revolution. He recalled that Magén
had been arrested for opposing the first World War, and died
in Leavenworth prison, where, some believed, he was stran
gled by prison guards,

Louisvii.LE

In e racket of grinding gears and air brakes, 19 Dbuses
pulled into a narrow street of Louisville’s ghetto to discharge
their load of tired mien, women and children from the South
west.

“They werc an older, more mixed, and poorer looking g1 oup
than the caravan from the nrban centers of the Midwest that
had passed throngh Louisville earlier,” said the Courier-four-
nal.

The dclegation had been warned of abuse and harassment
inflicted on an earlier group while passing through Lonisville.
The tension in the ghetto could be felt, and in fact it would
break beforc long. A rally against police beatings was going
on in the street as the wayfarers alighted.
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T The people of the Inuis»’i]leghvttn received t!.w .C'OL.lth\-\'C"St
s in a way that was different from the_n' :1[:}‘1\:115 n
garchers ”, e St. Louis. Here there were no city dignitaries
- Cltyl“:: d\ell'lil‘llr-i‘l that their own voices be heard.
e ?e)e.(‘ orecting that evening, the black congregation
ﬁ\lI;(()lr tltx: lll’,a;tisr (fl:nrrh, and appl:md(r'd as ta?]. 1\1}\5Li1:‘11[;‘](l
iliano ‘“Zapata” Dominguez uf 1)'en\-€r n@n hed 1n a s
FJml of a column, carrying the Mexican flag. Rev. A. D. “1
ilii?q(nUR(inu brother of the martyred Martin Lutler King,
a 3 S0
] archers:
“'e‘]‘(l‘?:;rz(rltllll;.fsl:w];0111‘ color, we all ha\'(': Qn(- pmlﬂ(;m Sn\\\el;\l
and that is why we are herc. i\lt;l.tﬂi beg, but to go t “
W Wa get Y1 OF 1L
ing(.;m]} tl})atv\f ((::[:(][ I[;:.lftu:ﬂtcd.” declared Corky Gonzales.
“I\‘(\).\fistlt;‘l;};ing reverend or pol—iti(;i-an is going to Lake Ulll
At form away. We are going to Washmgton to U)Ueu an over
lc)lht[(l))li;? dT‘t has the head of an Indian on one side, and our
ne : a
re . he other.
hh::;f,:};:l::: i{?n(lj:dtlthc establishiment as we came along, 71411*1
the politicians that have tried to use the poor as a stepping
St(‘]}::e-im Tijerina told the (‘C'Iii%‘egi‘F{O]):} ) L ' oing
“Yt is the excitement of the march that has kept us Ot of
and we hardly notice how tired we are. Tud;l}' 1 tlf:.\l}-;jf, ltceﬁ
.the little village that was destroyed 1»11 ,-\r'z/<>11‘;:;;><-1\cll;’ld ;
homes of poor l)(‘l,rple burned tl<)Jll(iirlf::lln('iﬂl‘tl])H.l‘.l;;. ‘)2' t:-1[~1n
. ' nter, and : , all B
i:i:ie;:)tn\n:ll;:]t[\ :::J‘l\t‘ from heing peones. We wor Le;ﬂ tl”‘
sether, : u‘{ shared everything. After the fires, we ;M\“. lle.
i%(th;l]i; ctlra to investigate. They would not, because they knew
aw C R~ B
] ‘hite rascals who did it. .
d”“[%;\ iﬁiu;; of that village was what changed my I‘“f\- »115
sut down the Bible and pi(‘kv(lyup'lhe Constitution. ,t,r ‘“
i’hf‘T(‘ I learned that the cops don’t give a !"'“t for the 1“}"‘ (1'm
was there that I learned that the only thing poor people ¢

depend on is to stay together and fight.
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WasHweron, D. C.

LATE TuE next afternoon, the buses were loaded. Thijerina sat
behind the wheel of his white pickup, watching until evers
delegate had taken his seat. Some criticized Reies for not rid
ing i the bus with the rest, but the pickup, SC
luxurious vehicle than the bus, carriec
with which Reies kept in touch with
guided the caravan to its Stops.

One thing they failedt to learn on the radio, though, was
that the high point of the campaign, Solidarity Day, sche
uled [or the following we
June 19,

arcely a more
1 the two-way radio
SCEG hendquartm.\. and

ekend, had been postponed until

Nine days and seven hours after leaving Santa Fe
sighted the dome of the Capitol, and Tomis MM
Denver lifted his ocarina in the natioral anthem.

Feet to the carth again at the Sacred Fleart church, they
were served supper by supporters from Puerto Rico and Pan-
ama, under signs reading, “Bienvenides,”
“Viva la Raza!”

They heard that Resurrection City did not have room for
theny, so Tijerina had a place reserved for the Alianza and the
Crusade. They were temporarily housed in the Hawthorne
School, below the blackboards on which someone had chalked,
“Your land—my land.”

Paul and Violet Orr, who once had a school in Tdos, of-
[ered the use of their school here to the Mexican American
and Indian delegates in appreciation of the kindness they had
found in New Mexico. Fhey were now running the Haw-

thorne School, a private high school in southwest Washington,
a large, two-story concrete buildiug in the form of a hollow
square, built around an auditorium with reom for

Hawthorne being strictly a day school, the huilding was
never intended to be lived in, let alone to shelter 600 people,
But Mrs. Orr, surely one of the most resourceful people alive,

took Reies and Corky down to the basement and showed

, the b
anzanares ot

“Venceremos,”

a stage.
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them where the new electric .’itm‘.(f was insm}led, .;md 1!]%5;;1:1\5
where the gym had been turned into a nen’s dtlmn]_ .1‘1?1“;(.(1
by setting rows of bunk heds and cots against the book {
\\";llls. the library was ready for the women. B I .
WWhile some New Mexicans w‘m_ to 17\"})11\ 7(.)1]][1?\( -?0“,(1
tion of living quarters in Resurrection L1t\j, ;m”( a (.“el.mmm“
there when a cottage became _",:‘("af]t’ [h(»rl("\\i-(t? ney e
there for all. So that groups of Indian, 1\1)])ii1.l.(4 au, ,;” i
nia aud Texas delegatious stayed at H:{\jm(‘u1u;1._:‘|s \T, as
black delegates [rom New York ;md_smnv T uemt 1{(31:-\.m .
The mnain force that bound the New '\Ie_\'\u ans zlusu ,L {f}‘{.(.,‘e;
sides friendship and the comfort Qf talking §;){1r11§};, 1\\3:\‘. imi;
1.opez. Tijerina and his nnwaverimg leaderal_np. - e'1 [;.Mt. "
mately there, 24 hours a day, wl-umg'1'esolfu1uns.t.t g ‘u.u]’ou
the cafeteria, exponnding his latest 1(1(;:1 for a f,gnl; mr1 ; F
with government officials, always accessible, spirited, driving
rard a new target. . )
Lm; itrai'.ers ol nthgcr delegations (,'I-Il?le to chscllls‘s] mn‘nlillle(:\\’izt\
tions. Reporters from Mexico ;m_d Lngland .islfc (h.tlrz 1“‘“”\(.]‘5
him. Representatives of the { n.lml 2\21({{1?0111“:'1] Mgkl
(UAW) and the N;1(1()1131.(Iamp;ugn [91' TA’ZI 1’( liiis 1.41(-}; e
racy sought him out, as did many l)r)lll.l("lf?ll;\‘ s .\[_mn e
|>hi..sli( ation was his chicf strength, l.n W d.\,-hlnlg., :‘ : I. ping
ground of wheelers and dealers, he did not make deals.

Rep aND BrROWN

LEss THAN a week after they arrived in j\\'a.slli‘ngtovl?. th}el\llcll:;]
can American delegates were engaged in a ]MSI‘()TI( w.\ n jl‘[ i)
of solidarity with the Indian pq‘mlc. altf‘r\.\.nzd ,Pllmr”-(fl[i\.)e}
Rev. Abernathy as “‘the most uuhtf'ult. dlSLilplxll‘L(Al: (“n(,vi(,_
demonstration that has taken place in the history of no

> § Is country. _ .
lel};"lul'nhtl}:lli;us were urging huprcmo; Court ren)1‘1%‘1(1611>'rntlhr»ﬁl(‘;f
a decision rendered two days earlier, in the L‘.:IS(‘ Ut,lt e \ lll_s\.:'“ﬁ
Tribe vs the State of Washington. Tt effectively deniec as
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ington State Indians their fishing rights, and left hundre
Indian families without any income whatever.

Tijerina had observed, when told
the first time black, brown and red
gether to support cach other’s dem:
Washington for food and jol
upholding of treaties.”

He readily saw the relationship between the Indians’ ¢ faims
and the New Mexico land struggle. Once again treaties haq
been violated. By the signing of solemn agreements, most of
what is now Washington State was ceded by the Indians to the
Untted States, with the provision that the Indians retain thei
right to fish.

Is of

of this struggle, that for
people were jolning ¢
mds. “We are not on]
2§, we are also here to demand

0O-
V in
the

The State of Washington now argued th
should no longer he rec ognized, since all Indians are now citi-
zens of the United States and rhe treaties are old.
profoundly agreed with the Indjans’ po
commitment cannot be diminished by

at the treaties

Tijerin:
sition that a sacred
antiquity.
Moreover, here again was a clear link hetween
of the treaties and poverty. It was another
pressed minorities the right to survive.

So, led by 100 Indian men and women [rom every part of
the country, the delegation of move than 500
climbed the long stairs to the great bronze doors of the U.S
Supreme Court, and as they reached them, the de
slammed shut.

the question
attempt to deny op

Mexicans

JOTS WeEre

The crowd made way for the Inc
hand-woven blankets in jewel tones,
embroidered with bead roses.
on the massive doors of !
rated wit

lian women. Dressed in
and new buckskin boots
they beat with their small fists
ToNze, two stories high and deco-
h allegorical figures in life-size bas rel
down and pounded rhythimically on the locked doors. and
men in cagle-feather headdresses sat beside them and

drummed. “Open the doors, we want justice,” and chanted and
prayed.

iel. They sat
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in,” chorused Mexican
the doors and let them 1, z,hmuseu-l‘hé i
- g 'lﬁ)pOl‘t('fS as the Indian delegates sang
= - Ating Dravers.
al}dh )jt:hed. blood-stirring ululating Pll.l}ﬁ’ el
high' ssencer from the judges appeared wi  the proposal
B o itted. Thi J ian deleg:
) Llile ]11d?‘1ns alone be admitted. This the IinL,l ! \ie\gim“
L A g 1eir Mexicz
. od. saying that they neceded the support ol i
refusi‘(l ’ ll‘l)rr‘)thers The singing and drumming mnd th.
q ackK Q . $ o T E o :
ang a thousand demonstrators NOw crowded unl o
ver a ousa : . cestic letters is carved, ““Jus-
ble portico, over which in majestic letters 1s
B - ] L L1
ity Under the Law.
ice. Equality Under the N -
tl(“e"l ? dniv up a list of all the political pn.wmrs,] .
b The | was thi k e steps, but a pc
corina. The crowd was thickly packed on th({su 'I‘\)Sq it
]enl E er werce found, and names shouted across p
and pap ; -

- oS W ack and forth be-
j s passed and several messages W en} back forth b
i ) lerk of the Supreme Court, cimerg ‘
| il ‘]] Kd(' and four other delegates he let1n.

T al that 17 Indians & ¢ ety
i ] ked the doors, as the pet)
‘orty Capitol policemen flankec . ) .
) e / pridges of the N
in In(}lhml entered. They were led by Al Bric ?"m“c &g
8 ‘ - v - 2 :
1 hllv and his daughter, young fisherwoman l] o
= : X Abernathy, Reies Tijerina, Roc
Abcrnatiry, X )
went Rev. Ralph / _ ies LHeria,
t(]]lcm 1\ and the Rev. Elmo Jones, representing
onzales : ]
whites. ' _ g e e
POTI tition Tijerina carried asked the IIllI;]t.dl'lYL. e
Lo ' ictims of racial injustice, “as
itical prisoners and victims . &
»f all political prisone 1 C g
. ]f tIr\ the \\'(»5"(1 that the Supreme Court uphzldswn .
TOO 1 ! 'P o .
of Ri hts.” It named the Fort Hood 3, Hu(.y Ne v
of Rights. t na A inbers of the Alianza, Eldridg
Spock, Tijerina and 20 member: \ ‘e
L ; >bell and the Houston five, among
Cleaver, Motton Sobell a1
iy insic 35 Chicano marshals
3 (7'1 ‘le their leaders debated inside, 89 Chic 11?( -
M 'l‘ orotective barrier on the hroad steps. it ¢
e ricultural workers {rom Texas and DBrot
ag Tz :

ers, Alianzistas, arms. For three hours they led

. o ocked
serets fromn California l.(xl\ deblpnindy
- crowd singing Mexican and Irec ¢

the crowd singing
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There was a feeling of gaiety among the delegates, “spurre(]

by a new display of togetherness among the Negroes and Mey

1cans as well as among the one hundred Indians,” said a Wagsl

Ington newspaper. They waved their signs and banners ay

passing cars while the children

a fountain on the lower plaza.
Across the street,

played in the cooling water of

they were faced by a force of District of
Columbia police, also standing in the sun, frustrated by th
regulation that forbids District of Columbia police on Su.
preme Court grounds, infuriated at the si
relaxing on that hallowed Yawn.
The delegation suddenty became aware that two strangers
had appeared and lowered the flag in [ront of the fountain.
“This is what we’ve been waiting for,” exclaimed a member
of the Tactical Unit Arrest Squad as he buckled (he chin
Strap on his helmet, grabbed his nighe stick
the Plaza, Though the police took = young couple froni Chi.
Cago away in a pauwol car, the Mexican security guard stood
firm on the Steps, and the squad w
glaring from a doub)

ght of poor people

and dashed across

as forced o resume their
¢ 10w on the opposite sidewalk.

The delegation emerged ac last and Hank Ad
dian Youth Council was first to speak:

“When we got up these stairs g
shiut. We expected this—the
Indians centuries ago. We

ams of the In

118 morning the doors were
doots were shut on onr brother
opened these doors. We told them
that the Supreme Court and this nation are on trial. We
the Court to grant a rehearing. But if our n
like the fisherman and his d
that we will continue to fish.”

Rev. \bernathy added that the action of the Suprenie
Court was a question of genaocide, an attempt to exterminate
a whole people. “The weapon of starvation is also used

against bhlack people, who do not have money to bny food
stainps.”

wanit
ation fails, we,
aughter present today, declare

As they hegan the four-mile march back to Fawtl

orne and

Supper, the marchers syere surroulrcded by hundreds of police
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': P —1 P g ‘\ 0O > £ 4 l - we ('l()]d to
on o0t and on motorcycies. FOIMEIN & l]d (llll( Irein h'l O
lL 4 1€ CE ’V t CcO hic: ( mar < ] -
1 l ‘enter l)f [klt‘ ( ]llmll. thﬁ (.hl(dll I S '_5 ((
as lhtﬂ C l()bS(ll }‘ il‘}al ﬂnd Ind( i)( nllt nce,
‘ l(" to 3( whnere € '()ll[h
g ] a s L il I [h - }
llni :-vt(l in a }

wa

recting the flanks. But
~ motorcycle police < 24 here the youth

. g I'm‘]the women and children to catch uj

aiting

were w 17-year old Danny Ti

1 [ 3% o
rew of all, four young men, m(hulm'ﬂ E i e S0
: ere beaten with clubs as big as ba:
w 2

jerina, ear-old hoy, who lay on

sicht of hefty policemen hcat%ng a 11—}5' ol oy o
hln t with his arms twisted behinc [
the strce

£ c od 3 (= h d
\1 ern “h to say h]\ was 1h( 1M Ost I)l n[xﬂ \,h()‘\ l)[ f‘)lk C
D \ ‘

scen since Selma.

ON ACY CHARGES
Nrw “Coxsriracy’’ CHAR

k e orneyv Alfonso
E. BACK in New Mexico, District *\L[(}“](‘ lection
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‘\IT‘\I\ was facing serious problems in his bN: ] he support
yanchez was acig seric -mey. he h: st Lthe s
%’,ﬂuimll\- appointed to fill a4 vacancy, he 1.1.1{1‘::“%(} ol

f [‘“])1' (‘fli(."lﬁ’“' p()pu'mtiou because he hac .]l> IK,n(‘llL’I'S also
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1 hts of the people in the North. The ‘\l?”-{)q% rina, that
1gnts o ’ . et : 1{€ a, Lk
1b]lﬁm(’d him, because in spite of eflorts Lo ]11 $$ i[]; Washing-
l:I ble adversary was putting his message actoss
durable U ’
ton and growing stronger at home. ired to brighten. On the
: ’ Nects ANne:s = - =

3 7, Sanchez” prospects apj seized the per:

Suddenty, Sanch o i > had seize ]

Sl‘ v of the Tierra Amarilla raid, h¢ _h I : evVery
il ion that would justify trampling c\'l
: . accisation tha . 7 » 5 [ohe
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fare tactics in Communist Cuba L Not only that,
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g arged in a newspaper interview. . ists
Tros,” he charge b iinporting known Comimunist:
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said Sanchez, but “they X oo o o brothers are
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year earlier, outlini iR |
g ‘111.ng plans to establish the “Republic of S
J aqun” | “onhurn New Mexico.* Sanchez Id ll( 01 o
4 o e B >Z {declare 11§
vealing r grave danger” and added that his ive £ ;'
aling reports on Alianza activi e
yening : ~on Alianza activity was to oAl s 3
: nce in dealing with it T
Seemingly out of contex
o el e L.‘?I‘ the newspapers again described
Salazar, with the sinister mm;) nt tl " )l([‘
i e 1at the

jailer was
Jaller was to have been the State’s kev

rima. y witness against Tije

ne dy, v ‘ l <

X{¢ AC1 1
‘\ £ 7 (¥s (& Lec nal cac

] l]e 3,¢ iV, the €U l!{ 1CE 1 orte l tha ree OIS 1In

Rio Arriba C
riba Couuty to Sanchez’ warnine
g O] oo r
gs ranged from ‘fant

tic’ to ‘ridi N
diculous’ 1o ‘unwarranted,’ > e

Sanchez ¢

~ vanc counteved: “T

o e .mel E:}e good people of T'dos should look

- ’n.e.; 1[1111/1 and said he hoped no dan

ger. in ared. Lhis msinuation ref S0
mch near Tdos owned by ( Vincant. voreran s

of hberal cais ralg Vincer e .
eral causes, whe > 1L, veteran supporter

. R re soine childr
were ¢ T childre ot
('1‘6"(“!0}1“?4 a two-week holiday n from Mexican slums
1jeTina answere SR
- Ted these new
- CW aroe o
called the Associated Press f (]L'nl_x;(ﬂ with a flat denial. He
straiol £ T ress 1Iroin ““"nb‘hill"r[ di, €
ght: “The real conspir gton to set the recor
Mexico,” he said. nspiracy to take over north \"“
] € Saiq, 1S COMpOos d . - nern .New
who are o posed of the bankers :
are descendants of the Santa Fe Rit {‘lll\( rs and lawyers
anta Fe Ring.” )

* Tl
1€ same ske B
by the John (]\r-(h& had been used as illustrations i
) SO P s illustrations
spiracy” to tak Sirch Society, supposedly exposi i
' take over the Southwest 7 “RPOSIng 2
ol

booklet published
Communist Con-

12. Brown, Black, Red,
and White

T1JERINA'S CHIEF object in Washington was to make every
branch of governmnient, €a h resident of the District of Coluni-
bia, and if possible, every individual in the country a partisan
in the fight to regain the land for its heirs in New Mexico.
And beyond that, to enlist support in the struggles for justice
for the Indo-Hispanic people: the right to preserve their lan-
guage, culture, education and human dignity against 4 domi
jicering majority.

He succeeded in reaching hundreds of thousands through
the radio, press, 1V aud public meetings. Everyone knew
Reics and the Alianzistas were in Washington.

Day and night he was absorbed in phone calls, interviews,
discussions, the preparatiou of nuanifestos, petitions and
speeches. [he office he set up in a small basement storeroom
at Hawthorne was constantly crowded. Wilfredo Sedillo, Al-
ianza Vice President, together with half a dozen other land-

grant leaders, answered phor d main-
tained contact with SCLC headguarters.

At night, Rose Tijerina occupied one of
that lined the wall. Her younger brother and her fiancé,
Fabian Duran, also slept in the basement room, as did Sedillo,
Alfredo Duran, juan Roybal, and others who served as war
council and bodygunards.

Reies’ smglr-mmd('d drive for
grants meant that a Jarge share of the
preparing food Fell on the Crusade de

les, recruited typists an

the army bunks

recognition of the land
work of obtaining and
legates. Corky’s contin-
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132 TIJERINA AND THE LAND GRANT
gent, in which there was a preponderance of young men, als,
took responsibility for the security precautions that were 1 ita]
to insure safety of the marchers who sought shelter under
Hawthorne's roof. There were individnals who resented Tj
jerina’s constant struggle to keep the land grants in the limg
light, but this did not prevent the Colorado and New Mexico
delegations from being united on all main poiuts.

Working shonlder to shoulder at close quarters, the contras
in character between the leaders of the two delegations
emerged. Corky was well organized, plauning for the needs of
every member of his delegation that included the
Brown Berets and other Chicano youth. His det
tion covered not only (f
discussions and orient

Califomia
ailed atten-
1eir frequent militant actions, thei
ations, but took in every phase of their
physical well-being. To Corky, organizing a column of march
50 that all women and children were protected was the true
expression of “machismo ”

" of maleness, and it extended to al]
women whether they waunted protection or not.

[iferina, on the other hand, was impulsive. Absorbed in

next move, he eagerly sought to t y his ideas out on all
who surrounded him. new acquaintances as well as Alianza
stalwarts. His delegation sometimes had
with him, and he worried litde where

In all essentials, however

the

to run to keep up
he ate or w hen.

. Reies and Gonzales were one: In
ause of Chicano liberation, and in
their hatred of the oppressor. Both men displayed such
warmth of character, such vigor and enthusiasm that reporters
were compelled to seck synonyms for “dynamic” and “charis
matic” to describe them.

their total devotion to the ¢

NoN-VIoLENCE

THE CAMPAICN gathered mmpetus, aud deb
non-violence could sur vive went on day
opposed the SCLC’s non-violent
from marchers who

ates on shether
and night. Those who
position won some adherents
saw that Congress had no interest in sol
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’ rurther “turned off”” by the
heir problemns. They were further “turne A
: ] a VE MNPOY o
e [ e 1)(1' solice who assaulted themn at (\L.r} oPg Ll
.. { this mood at a rally following the Supreme
Corky expressec . lly to '8 the Supterte
Court confrontation: “America, America, th -“I) B
s are now exposed . )
Id are watching, your sins are now expos
wor c ¢ y

> - ) A= C L 'll‘ll
] eSS ) ] (& {1 S II i ou (le ) 1 SOK
num?n A ( X 1€€ (l O 11( l)(‘)or' 1y ¥

justicc or pay the price nl1 ]Tl{ .<.)d.” B —
in the AME >
/ » sape meeting, helc ‘ |
- '[h( : lnl | ftheﬂ( ricket in the ear of the lion got lhlum:
avorite parabie o < : car ot U )
) ] sc The oreat lion, scratching, bleeds
erous applause. 8t o
ing i > tiny cricket. ‘
ek “f'lh( “hlood.” a kind of safety valve for the
e, MOOE{ ‘ tion burst {orth as the vil-
¥ T vears of frustratio st Lc
sople’s anger. Long y ' v A i ey
- i ortl 1‘;1 New Mexico helped make the ch 4
lagers from nortlicrn ‘ Ui et
.6{111(1. “Black Power! Chicano Powet ! a o sly pro-
: If . nember of Tijerina’s delegation had 5(11()11 .l,to il
s : 1 leaye tha
i 7 n to leay
i s would have told hi ; :
violence, Reles wo : i g
e “Only with justice and righteonsness on our s
enemy. Iy _
- aved for the whole cam-
Y ianza members stayec . g
i . A]lm'lmfllr considerable coming and going.
was, in fact, considers n; d going.
+ of Tierra Amarilla was there lﬂng_\{sL ?l;]
. ‘ s Pe Archuleta, founder
prominent among the delegates was 1 «,(11«;,}1(11{“‘“)1 o
¥ ( : ranc the Alianz:
- 5 > vouth branch o ‘
»s Comancheros, the yout : : "
B o Mrs. Gregoria Aguilar was there, too. She :l AC
| . sheep cor aniilon, and was hrst
i sheepy corral at Canjildon, and wa
been penned in the sheep u)r‘r.ll n_v - I” e Avmarilla,
sresident of the Agricultural (,(mpea:ﬂ]\e ; Jel it
y lozen carloads arrived in \\'nslml;_;mn.. Ing b{ g
B i vacation in support of Retes. And, de ‘1 -
were 15 or so dlspt)\S(‘s.\t‘,d old men, ;(
Y . 1 ek three
vho bloomed during the ~weeks of iy
a dav. For, just as the residents of Resw

itl idered “deplora-
d that conditions considered “dej )

paign. There
Modesta Martine

Arriba Connty.

to spend their
tactics by the hour,
to disputed grants, 1
unaccustomed mmlf
rection City ymimmne_ e AT
B b}' “I'{U)“S:L‘;;:n]’(‘fr\“)b“ the meals put t'h’-fe.t}lt‘l"fl?t‘]::c;
:::i‘l(rllol[lllll é;iisatlxl‘s were superior to the nsnal diet 0
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old peaple W 1
\i“n} fnl)l( from New Mexico, where there is no old age |
ti 1 he l\ armth of communal livine and daily HI(‘Fli[T“ al
stimulated them: many N : il
; many would have stayed i
S A ave stayed on indefinitels
a himself made only o 1
jerit | one trip out of Washin
the Conference of Tradition: . T
S Bnn(e“ot I'raditional Indians in Oklahoma im'it‘ ‘
y Mad Bear (Wallace Anderson’ 1’ T of
( Anderson) , ship’s | :
gl ar (Wallace Anderson), ship’ >osun and leader
Hluqnols League of Six Nations. i
€ cons often wi i
et snlvt.ed often with Indian leader Al Bridees, and witl
ne ) S < ‘— .
\ie[( 1:12(rll)l)on.x a black leader from New 7]r»x<r~\' R ;
Nieto of San onio, [ex £ the Aopalachin
P n 5\}11;,:11}1(1, ['exas; the leaders of the Appalachian
gation, and Father Groppi S g ' .
Campaign was Richard }':'»’17'1)1,‘.,—\!50 2 o e
¢ as : omo from the California :
Frecon Parey ke Calilornia Peace and
The chief finauci 1
e (f. hn‘m.ual prop of the coalition was a trade union
zal 1 ¢e m which the UAW was proniinent. Corky ("(;[A
S ‘ ’ , f . F . ¥ 1-
.y tSu j.llhr:?(] lood money from the Catholic j\n'hflll(u(‘
z 0 . g - ) ’
ront a united Protestant church committee \

Brack aND BROwN

For e Alianzistas
Lok s '1121117IS[.\:, onc of the most valuable experiences of
e campaign was betng in acti A ..
‘ g1 was g I action together with |
the ¢ il ‘ : 8 vith black people
Coumrehziumshlp of mutnal help. In all of Rio I\n‘il]'
A\ > . v 7 -
T the tiny handful of black people who have li\u;
: 1av ¢ mal : |
Sty e :‘n the main been huniler workers brought in v
ontractors < ivi i al I ‘
terprises \B rom Texas to divide labor in the local Iuﬁml)rr en.
Le I ecause local people have been denied uperading
e N . upgrading
o ] s, brtterness against blacks has flared n
Secasio oC v ) b | 4 | )
i btlcln. .}‘.(n many people, the distorted present'xtimln
, television and press media i i :
ss media is ~only pi
bieck neoble ] dia is their only picture of
When Tilerina mvit
B 'Iluexma invited the late SNCC program director
]06'17 h eatherstone, and others to the Alianza Convention Lf
907, he was criticized by so i "
i some ol his members. T
ol e s . ) C s members. They feared
ociation with black niilitants would create (ii\'i<'
u rt 1ONS
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» Spunish American
but Tijerina, whose
ome convinced that

attacks by sections of the
lid. and a few withdrew,
frst was unclear, had Dec
gle could only be Schngtlluu‘d by alliance
‘7 ' | fighters for free

and precipitate
middle class. It ¢
own position at
the Mexicans’ strug
mn wrotherhood with the most experience
dom in the country. IHe sought to educate his members, quot-
ng black leaders in his speeches. And here in Washington,
Chicanos could se¢ the endurance and wisdom won by the
black man’s long years of struggle.
Late on a drizzly night, about 50 New Mexicans sat on the
cement railing il front of the State Departmicut, when a bus
drew up, and out jumped several of Milwaukee’s NAACY
Commandos in waterproof battle jackets.
«“What, no hot coffee? No blankeis?” they exclaimed, get-
ting into the bus again, and a half hour later were hack with
sandwiches, Mmattresses, cofiee and blankets. 'They asked what
this vigil was all about—what did the New Mexicans want
front Dean Rusk? Modesta Martinez, Pete Archuleta and] the
others explained about the Treaty, and afterward the big men
from Wisconsin told how they had mar hed in Milwaukee
against discrimination in housing 269 days in a TOW. Futher
Groppi, they said, had taught 500 people how to hold a liue,

a crisis, how to be militant and disciplined yet

what to do in
thing to think about when they got back to

non-violent. Some
their villages.
The delegates to Dea
The Secretary ol State rc
the presence of the press.

n Rusk learned another lesson, tooO.
fused to see Reies Lopez Tijerina in
Rusk sent his Madison Avenue-

aroomed secretary out to tell them that he would see ten Al-
ianzistas, alone. They refnsed. They wanted the world to
know what Rusk had to sav to demands that he investigate the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and if it was valid, enforce it.
Rusk’s secretary lost his cool with the villagers that day and

l Limself went han riedly to

snarled at " you peuple," and Rusk !

the hospital for “rests.” and from there flew directly to
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