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[bookmark: _GoBack]The debate over whether or not abortion should be a legal option continues to divide Americans long after the US Supreme Court’s 7-2 decision on Roe v. Wade declared the procedure a fundamental right on Jan. 22, 1973. The court ruled that a woman’s right to choose an abortion was protected by the privacy rights guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. Those who believe abortion should be illegal are considered pro-life. They contend that individual human life begins at fertilization and therefore abortion is the immoral killing of an innocent human being. The opponents, pro-choice, believe that choosing abortion is a woman’s right. Someone who is "pro-life" believes that the government has an obligation to preserve all human life, regardless of intent, viability, or quality-of-life concerns. People who are "pro-choice" believe that individuals have unlimited autonomy with respect to their own reproductive systems, as long as they don't breach the autonomy of others. 
Parties I found interested in whether abortion should be legal or not are divided by religion, political, and gender. According to pewforum.org, 61% of evangelical Christians, 59% of Republicans, 24% of Democrats, 40% of women, and 43% of men believe abortion should be illegal. Although abortion is legal in every state, individual states have regulations where abortion is only legal if within the states ordinance. For example, 43 states have gestational limits where an abortion is considered illegal after 20 weeks unless the pregnancy endangers the mother.  The claim that abortion should be illegal does conflict with my personal beliefs. I do not believe any person should be allowed to decide what I do with my body. If god gave me one thing it is my body and it is my choice what I decide to do with it. I understand the viewpoint of pro-life believers since I am the type of person who believes every person has the right to their own opinion but they should not be able to decide my life choices.
“At 9 weeks after conception, a fetus is able to bend its fingers around an object in its hand, and sucks its thumb. All essential organs have begun to form.” (Clowes, 2001) Pro-life advocates state this claim to help people understand that a fetus has similar capabilities as you and I. A fertilized egg has the same rights as any other human being, like you. “An embryo’s heart begins to beat between 18-24 days after conception.” (Clowes, 2001) Celine Dion, Nick Cannon and Andrea Bocelli all believe abortion should be illegal, therefore everybody should be against abortion. “Biology is clear that at conception, also known as fertilization, a unique organism comes into existence.” (Condic, 2013) 
“The debate over whether or not abortion should be a legal option continues to divide Americans long after the US Supreme Court’s 7-2 decision on Roe v. Wade declared the procedure a "fundamental right" on Jan. 22, 1973.” (History.com Editors, 2019) Pro-life advocates use many scientific facts and fallacies to prove their point. Pro-choice advocates also provide many viewpoints and valid statements to defend their beliefs. In my opinion, everybody should be able to make their own decisions given they are not harming any other parties. 
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