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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES
EL120: English Phonetics and Linguistics


STMA
Time allowed: 	1 WEEK
Date: 29th April -  5th May 2020	

Exam Instructions:


1. There are THREE parts to this examination paper as in the following table:

	Part
	Question No.
	Marks per section

	A
	
	50

	B
	a
	7.5

	
	b
	5

	
	c
	2.5

	C
	
	35

	TOTAL
	
	100




2. You are required to answer all THREE parts. 

3. Follow carefully the instruction in each part.

4. Review your answers carefully paying attention to your grammar, spelling and punctuation as well as to relevant textual elements (e.g. paragraphing, cohesion & coherence) as part of the mark for each question will be given to language accuracy and text organization.















You are required to answer ALL questions 


PART A

Answer the following questions in a paragraph form in not less than 150 words each. USE YOUR OWN WORDS                                   (50marks)                                                                             

1. Explain why there are more sounds than letters of the alphabet in English? Illustrate your answer with examples.	     (Not less than 150 words)		    (25 Marks)

English language has more letters than sounds because the Latin Language from which English sprouted only had a few letters and they had to use the available letters to create more sounds. English, just like other Germanic languages, has more distinct sounds that the Latin languages. On the other hand, unlike the Greek who when they invaded Bulgaria, the Romans added many letters to the Bulgarian language. What happened to English language is that Normans after conquering England a lot of traditional letters were ignored in coming up with English alphabets. For instance, eth, thorn, as well as many other alphabets which the Irish provided the Romans did not have them neither did they care to include in the English language. Therefore, words like thorn have combinations of letters which produce a single sound like “tho” is one sound but has four letters. 
The other reason is that there written English is different from spoken one version. Thus, there are other letters which are silent in English. For instance, the word Badge, d is silent but it is silent while speaking.

2. What are the differences between a phoneme and an allophone? Refer to at least 2 features as examples of allophones and the effect of neighboring sounds. Use examples of your own to illustrate your answer.                     (Not less than 150 words)		(25 Marks)
A phoneme is a phonetic sound that would change the meaning of a word if it were swapped with another. Therefore, a phone is an individual level of sound in a speech and all these emanate from the “phone” which simply means sound. Examples of words which would have a different meaning if phonemes are changed are “pear” and “bear”. In this instance, /b/ and /p/ and interchanged we come up with a totally different meaning of the two words. On the other hand, Allophones are words which are spoken differently but have the same phonemes. The main difference between phonemes and allophones is that allophones are products of phonemes since it is a phoneme which varies in order to have allophones. For instance, /p/ and /pH/ are allophones of phoneme /p/. In that respect, while allophones are may have same phonemes, they do not bear same meaning of the word in language. 

PART B

a) Give the appropriate phonetic symbol for each of the following consonant descriptions and provide examples of this symbol in three positions (initial, medial, final) 
                                                                                                                       (7.5 Marks)

i) Voiced dental fricative: / ð /   Examples: _____Thus_______, ________Other______, __Therefore__________
 
ii) Voiceless velar plosive/stop: /k/   Examples: ___Cat_________, __Make__________, _____Think_______   

iii) Voiceless post alveolar affricate:  tʃ /   Examples: _____Check_______, ______Church________, ____Chest________







b) Give the appropriate phonetic symbol for each of the following descriptions of RP 
vowels: Put each vowel in three examples of your own.      			(5 Marks)


1. A long, front, high, unrounded vowel: /i/   Examples: Scene_________, _________conceive____, _______Beat_____  

2. A short, front, high, unrounded vowel:  / e/   Examples: ____each________, _______Easy _______, _____High _______

c) Use the above two vowels in b) in two sets of minimal pairs to illustrate the difference between them.	 								(2.5 marks)
		Conceive		each	           
1. ________________  & ___________________
2. _________Beat_______  & ______Easy_____________
 
In Conceive “ei” is elongated (long) but in each “ea” is short. 

PART C

Which of the following statements is true (T) and which is false (F)? Provide the correct answer in case of "FALSE"	. Explain The Phonetic Rule Relevant To Each Of The 7 Statements. 	                                                               			(35 Marks)

1. The pronunciation in connected speech of “good girl” as / goog girl / is an example of aspiration. F
_In the sentence, “Good girl” is used in as “Goog girl” to enable someone speak faster and it is assimilation and not aspiration. 
2. The difference between the /f/ in the word fish and the /v/ sound in the word vase has to do with voicing.  T  
_______The differences come in when one’s sound is caused by vibration of the vocal chords while the others is voiceless. Hence /f/ is voiceless and /v/ is voiced.
3. The pronunciation of the underlined vowel sounds in the following words is identical (the same): four – founder - soup.     F
_In four the “ou” is pronounced as  / ɜ/ where in founder ou is pronounced as /a ʊ/ whereas in soup the “ou” is pronounced as /v/_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The alveolar ridge is the organ responsible for creating voiced and voiceless sounds. F
__The organ responsible for voiced and voiceless sounds is the vocal chords while the alveolar is responsible for voiced and voiceless explosives. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. The /t/ in till has the same pronunciation as the /t/ in still. T
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







6. /l/ in light – while – milk is the same allophone. F
The /l/ in the three words is not similar since the successive vowels change the sounds hence the qualification of them all to be allophones. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


7.  The place of the stress in the word ‘object’ is the same in the noun and the verb. F
In pronouncing a noun, the stress is in OB as in OBject while in the verb the stress in obJECT and therefore the statement is false. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



End of Questions
Good Luck
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