
IDENTIFICATIONS
Public opinion
Political Socialization
Agents of political socialization
Public opinion
Sampling error
Characteristics of public opinion (i.e., stability, fluidity, divisive, consensual, intensity, diversity)
Push poll
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Mass media (and reasons for potential political influence)
Adversarial relationship
Criteria for “good” news story
“If it bleeds, it leads”
Sound bite
Agenda-setting function of media
Interest group (and types of interest groups)
Direct lobbying techniques
Indirect lobbying techniques
Solidary, Material, and Purposive incentives
Selective incentives
Free rider problem
Political party
Party identification
Independent leaners
Pure independents
Reasons for two-party system
Socioeconomic status
Caucus election
Primary election
Nominating election
General election 
Single member district system
Proportional representation
Winner-take-all system
Electoral college system
National party convention 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Party platform
Differences between Democratic and Republican parties
Contingency election
Party-in-the-electorate
Party-in-government
Party organization


POSSIBLE ESSAY TOPICS

	(1)  Observers of interest group activity in the United States conclude that interest groups are inevitable. Why is there so much interest group activity in the United States?  Discuss the different types of resources interest groups use to try to influence policy outcomes.  Finally, why are interest groups seen as both desirable but also a source of problems for the politics in the United States.


	(2)  Voting turnout has declined steadily over the past 30 years in the United States. The decision whether to turn out to vote or not is believed to be influenced by several different and sometimes contradictory forces.  Discuss the different factors that have influenced trends in voter turnout in the United States over the last century. What difference do low turnout levels make for the U.S. political system?


	(3)  In the 2012 presidential election, third party candidates received about one percent of the total vote.  To understand the significance of voting for independent or third party candidates, one must first recognize how difficult an act it is to undertake.  A variety of factors block the path of would-be third party candidates and supporters.  Explain why it is so difficult for third party candidates to be successful in the United States. 


	(4)  You have been asked by someone unfamiliar with the United States to explain how we elect our President. First, describe in detail how the Electoral College system works, including the “contingency” plan. Second, explain the consequences of the Electoral College system on politics in the United States.   



