                             POACHERS: Agonidae
        Poachers, which are also known as hooknoses, rock heads and alligator fishes are a family of cold water marine fish. This family is quite widespread in the marine life. They use pectoral fins to move in short bursts and always have their bodies covered with scales. Just like other living things or rather marine life, they feed on marine worms and crustaceans that are found in the bottom most part of water. Few of the species are known to be rampant in shallower waters in the coastal region. This is approximately 1280metres deep. Their physical appearance shows that they range from 20-30cm long.
      Based on the cladistic analysis, they are arranged based on their taxonomic units. They are therefore classified from their Kingdom which is Animalia. It goes further to the Phylum which is Chordata. After the phylum, it is identified that they are further classified to class where they are scientifically referred to as actinopterygii, and then to their order which is Scorpaeniformes.This family has a further taxonomic unit which is the suborder known as the cottoidei. The poachers are a family that typically belongs to the Agonidae.
       A close relative of the poachers family is the sturgeon poacher. It is identified to be in the family of Agonidae which are still the poachers living in the marine temperate water. It can be mostly found in the Pacific Ocean. Just like the poacher, it feeds on crustaceans such as the copepods and shrimps. It additionally feeds on bony fish to complete its diet. Its physical features show that it is quite legthy with the male reaching a maximum of 30.5cm.It is known to dwell in a depth ranging from two meteres with seven hundred and ten meters. This is just one of the many close relatives of poachers others including agonopsis, podothecus, leptagonus, sarritor, agonus and finally freemanichthys.
        Just like the other living things, Agonidae group of fish also has a number of biological species. The first species name is commonly known as the hooknose which is also close to the scorpion fish. It is scientifically referred to as the Agonus Cataphractus. It is commonly known to be covered by hard bony plates. The second species is known by its common name which is the four horn poacher. It is a species of the poacher that dwells in the temperate marine water. Its biological name is Hypsagonus quadricornis. The maximum recorded age for this species is 7years.
       Known by its common name as the rockhead, this is a type of species that is found in the eastern Pacific Ocean. This species feeds on shrimps and also crabs. It is biologically referred to as Bothragonus swanii. They are known to be very long with approximately 8.9cm.The fourth and the final species of the poacher group of fish is the northern spear nose poacher. This is a type of species that dwells in the marine temperate waters its depth ranging from 0 to 163metres.It is biologically referred to as Agonopsis vulsa. It is very strong and can go up to 20cm in length.
      The anatomy of this group of fish can be either in the internal or the external part of these kinds of fish. To start with, it contains the brain which typically forms the mental state of the fish. The mouth and the stomach of the poacher are connected by a part of the fish known as the esophagus. This fish also contains a vessel that carries blood from the heart to the other organs hence the efficient transport of food materials for the growth of these organs. This particular blood is consequently purified by an organ in the fish referred to as the kidney. There is also an important feature that connects the brain to all the other parts of the fish. This part is known as the spinal cord and constitutes a very large part of the fish.
        The fish has genital organs with openings that are called the genital orifice. The urine is consequently eliminated through the urinary orifice. After the digestion takes place, it ends up in that part of the fish that is referred to as the anus. For efficient movement, poaches have eyes that provide them sight when it comes to movement and capturing of its food. This group of fish also has heart that is used for pumping blood to the other parts of the body. Poaches are kind of bony fish hence possess same features that bony fish have.
     The poachers are known to have elongated bodies that go to around 30cm in length. Their bodies are also covered with scales which are eventually modified to bony plates. They are also characterized with very large pectoral fins which are adapted to move in short bursts. They also consist of pelvic fins which have a single spine and just a few rays. They have gills that are used for breathing and are covered by a flexible bony plate that is used to protect sensitive gills from being destroyed. Poaches also can be quite sensitive whereby they can detect odors by the use of nares that act as nostrils to them.
