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After going through the chapter, I have realized that parties have an essential role in governance. For instance, the composition of political parties is made up of people who share similar political ideologies, or who otherwise may be having the same political positions and who present their preferred candidates during elections so that they can be elected to implement their agenda. In essence, political parties are viewed as a means of political control (Dalton, 2013). The only way to ensure representation and control of the government to make it accountable to the people is only through elections. As evidenced in this course, political parties are representative of the fundamental political divisions in a society whose members are elected to form governments consequently agreeing on policies and ideologies aiming to particularly promote the collective good.  
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