1. In this activity you will study the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution and discuss federalism, divisions of power, and ambiguities. 
·   Read the Articles of Confederation (Exhibit A) and the Constitution (Exhibit B). 
[image: ]
 Review each article and discuss the following question:
· 
· How does each document allocate governing power? 
· How is policy created and by which parties?
· What are the states responsible for? The national government? Each branch?
· What constraints of power exist for the national government? The state governments?
· How do you understand the evolution of federalism when you compare the two documents?
· Can you find any Constitutional ambiguities? Are there sections that are vague about which level of government or branch is responsible for a specific responsibility?
2. One way to become familiar with public policy variation among the 50 states is to explore what several of them have done in a particular policy area, such as education, health care, environmental protection, economic development, or criminal justice. The website for the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL; www.ncsl.org) is a good place to go to see what differences there may be among states on a variety of issues. The NCSL site has extensive news reports on policy activities that affect the states, including policy innovation. Reading about different policy actions within the states is one of the best ways to become informed about state capacity for policy development and to see how the states differ from one another in this regard.
· Visit the NCSL website, www.ncsl.org, click on Research on the menu bar at the top of the page, and select Education, then Higher Education. 
· Review state efforts to promote access to higher education. Under Student Access and Success, choose College Completion. 
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 Describe the policy options that a number of universities are using to try to boost the completion rates by students. What policy actions does the NCSL advocate to improve college completion?

3. An enormous amount of contemporary poll data can be found on the Internet. Several specific examples illustrate the kind of material you can find and how you might evaluate it. If the particular poll data we discuss here are not available when you access the site, try to find comparable information in the newer polls that appear regularly.
· One of the most popular and well-respected public opinion polls is conducted by the Gallup organization. Go to http://www.pewresearch.org. Go to “Topics” and click on one of the issues that is of interest to you.
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 Review the information and data provided within this topic and answer the question.
· 
· What conclusions would you draw from these data about public opinion on the issue?
· Do you think the question was fairly worded?
· How has opinion changed on this issue during the time of the polls?
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 Answer the same questions about your second topic
· 
· What conclusions would you draw from these data about public opinion on the issue?
· Do you think the question was fairly worded?
· How has opinion changed on this issue during the time of the polls?
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