This exercise is designed to get you to think about the importance of the “modern nation-state and its capacity to promote the well-being of its citizen. You will conduct a comparative analysis by examining the “Fragile States Index” compiled by the Fund for Peace.  To familiarize yourself with this index, you are to first go to https://fragilestatesindex.org/indicators/ (Links to an external site.) and review the indicators used to rank states. 
Once you have familiarized yourself with the indicators, you are to go to the actual index at https://fragilestatesindex.org/country-data/ (Links to an external site.) and randomly select five countries from the following regions, Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the Middle East and examine the states’ ranking and indicators.  You can also look at the global data, listing of all states at https://fragilestatesindex.org/data/ (Links to an external site.) to help select countries.
 
Based on this information, you will then summarize the states you have examined by answering the following questions.
· First, discuss the types of factors that might predict the placement of the states you have selected from the index.?
· Second, based on the theories of state formation and state strength, discussed in the prior class discussion, what factors are hindering or helping a state’s development?
· Third, do you agree with the relative weighting of different elements of the index?
You are to group your answers into a single word document of at least 250-word

