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Unit 9 Assignment

As you learned in this week’s unit, the term “insanity” is a legal, rather than a psychological concept. After reviewing the text material on the legal and ethical issues regarding criminal commitment, the article, “Andrea Yates: More to the Story”, and the supplemental video Juries and Insanity, complete the follow:
Select a news story about a criminal case where the defendant used the not guilty by insanity defense. You can use the Andrea Yates case. Students are to use APA writing style. Complete the following in a total of 1 to 2 pages. When completed, submit the Unit 9 Assignment Template to the Unit 9 Assignment Dropbox.
Overview of the Case Story
In 2 to 3 paragraphs, provide an overview of the case story.
	The Case of Andrea Yates is perhaps the most historically iconic cases in American legal history. Andrea Yates drowned her five children to death in Texas, Houston. After a series of legal battles, it was established that although Yates was convicted and sentenced two days after she committed the murders, she had been diagnosed with psychosis and mental health condition. In two different occasions, Andrea Yates had attempted suicide and medical evidence point to the fact that Yates was suffering from a critical mental psychosis and psychological condition (Roche, 2002). The centuries-old law of capital punishment prevented jurors from identifying that Andrea Yates was previously hospitalized four times for psychiatric care, nursed psychosis, and attempted suicide two times. Perhaps what led to this unfair conviction was the nuance laws that prevented jurors from establishing Yates psychotic history.
	A common observation from Andrea Yates case is that if the jurors proved her not guilty by insanity, they had no choice but to reject her plea of not guilty by insanity and warrant her a jail term. Inside the Texas courtroom, jurors listened intently as Yates explained to detectives intentions to kill her five children because she had failed as a mother (Roche, 2002). The taped recording revealed the presence of a “satan” communicating to Yates about the children killings. Park Dietz a psychiatrist paid by jurors to reject Andreas’ plea of murder on the basis of full sanity later revealed that he blames the law applied to incriminate Yates for capital punishment. According to the psychiatric expert Dietz, Yates was wrongly convicted since previous medical records show evidence of psychosis and psychiatric disorders.



Not Guilty by Insanity Defense
In 1 to 2 paragraphs, explain why it is difficult for the defendant in the chosen story to be found not guilty by insanity in a court of law. The best answer will discuss how it can be determined whether a mental illness affected the individual’s ability from knowing right from wrong at the time the crime was committed.

It should be noted that in Texas, the not guilty by insanity is the most restrictive and conservative laws. There are narrow nuances in the “not guilty by insanity” law that jurors and legal counsel failed to identify that Yates had been hospitalized four times for psychological conditions, hospitalized twice for psychosis, and contemplated suicide twice (Durand & Barlow, 2010). Argumentatively, it is fitting to cite Yates actions were not motivated by her willful desire to do what is wrong. Rather, she was influenced by her psychotic condition and psychological status. Historical medical evidence points to a psychotic disorder meaning that Yates had little ability to distinguish between wrongfulness and what was right.
Secondly, Yates had previously attempted suicide. This means that clinical intervention was required and an instant medical intervention needed to halt negative actions and life-threatening activities by Andrea Yates. The victim’s deliberate attempt towards murder is a clear indication that Yates had a long-standing history of committing suicide. Most importantly, the medical care center and mental health institution responsible for Andrea Yates failed to provide psychiatric reports and account for Yates condition that would be used to substantiate her actions as emanating from a mental disorder and a psychotic condition.



Ethical Issues
In 2 to 3 paragraphs, discuss any ethical concerns that pertain to the chosen case story.
Two major ethical dilemmas exist. Foremost, it is hard to establish whether Yates’ act of murder by drowning five children was influenced by the failure of mental and psychological statuses. More plainly, a key ethical dilemma is whether lack of a stable emotional, mental and psychological condition influenced Yates actions of murder. This ethical dilemma implies that the jurors should convict Yates purely on the basis of not guilty by insanity.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The second ethical dilemma pertains to whether Yates had a psychological problem that influenced or informed her lethal actions. Notably, this dilemma suggests that Yates committed the heinous crime of drowning five children knowingly although her actions were influenced by a psychological condition of psychosis and suicidal ideation. This means that if the second ethical dilemma thrives as part of the court hearings and the final conviction, Yates would have received a fair conviction that took into consideration the fact that her action(s) were influenced by insanity.
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