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Both Puritan and Pilgrim settlers of the New England had religious convictions that affected the social development in the colonies. Foremost, faith remained central according to the Puritan experience (Nichols, 2001).  The Puritan believed that faith was the source by which all the other elements of their values and society emerged. As a matter of fact, the word “Puritan” was perhaps ridicule-devised term by the opponents of the century movement that emerged in England at the end of the 16th century. The Puritans were left unsatisfied with the progressing and extending Protestant Reformation that started in 1517. The Pilgrims, on the other hand, settled on the Plymouth Colony where they formed part of the Separatists (known faction)- having left the Church of England in order to start their own denominations. However, the Separatists were a minority group, and most of the Puritans were devoted to reforming the Church from within.
With varying fervor’s degree, the Puritans subscribed to their denomination. The New England’s towns remained as homogenous as individuals imagine them. A specified population regularly attended church and fully became members, while others participated in meetings though they were never converted. Nevertheless, everybody was subject to attending meetings, despite their status. Moreover, most of the towns operated well since there was a great consensus’s degree among the nonmembers and the members (Nichols, 2001).   Nonetheless, there was the occurrence of tensions between the most secular centers alongside the coast and the ministerial elite. The inhabitants of such regions primarily concentrated on their trading or fishing livelihoods and not their immortal souls’ question. Also, in the most pious towns, most people questioned their God’s elect status and they were worried concerning if the recent Native American witchcraft or raid did not reflect a divine disfavor.
Reference
Nichols, M. B. (2001). The origins and lasting impact of the beliefs and values of America's seventeenth century Pilgrim, Puritan, and Quaker settlers.

