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“How much force does a given threat of violence justify for preventive purposes?” Narveson’s Pacifism: A Philosophical Analysis. Page 268
Narveson presents several arguments about ethics in his article “Pacifism: A philosophical analysis” with the main being justification of violence.  Another argument presented, self-defense arises as a topic of interest to me. Self-defense refers to an opposing measure involving defending oneself from physical harm. Self-defense may be misinterpreted if the action leads to extreme injury of the other party since in most cases there may be the use of excessive force in the self-defense action.
Self-defense is important in preparing one for abrupt dangerous situations. Besides, it is useful in improving mental and physical health development. People get attacked by strangers every day, therefore, basic self-defense skills can help them in protecting themselves against imminent dangers. The question asked by Narveson is, "Is self-defense justifiable?” according to Narveson, the issue of self-defense is dependent on the type of the community one lives in, and one's views and moral duties on self-defense (p. 270). He argues that people cannot be forced to become soldiers and serve their communities. On the other hand, self-defense can lure people into a false sense of security and teach encourage people to become violent. The law allows people to train in martial arts and karate’s to gain self-defense tactics but the same law has no limits when it comes to compliances. The same tactics obtained in the training may be used to prosecute you. According to Narveson (p. 271), when a person’s life is in danger, then self-defense is morally justifiable and many communities support the act but one has to be careful not to use excessive force because situations can change. In precise conclusion, self-defense is justifiable as a non-criminal offense when undertaken in circumstances such as an unprovoked attack, threat of impending harm or demise, response to an empirically realistic amount of force, and reaction to the empirically realistic extent of fear of injury or death. Otherwise, the action could be termed as crime and criminal justice will have to be served.
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