[bookmark: _GoBack]The verb retard has a long history of relatively neutral use consistent with its etymology. The first documented use in the COHA is found  in an 1816 publication titled The Life, Studies, and Works of Benjamin West, by John Galt: “they are the consequences only of that inordinate national vanity which in so many different ways has retarded the prosperity of the world.” In this context, most resembles the slightly more negative Oxford English Dictionary (OED) definition of “to hold back the progress or impede the course of (an action, development, etc.)” (v., sense 1b). As a matter of fact, the OED also documents a rendition of the word with the same prescriptive sense in the year 1490 (from Blanchardyn and Eglantine (transl. William Caxton) (ed. Leon Kellner)): “Here is one doubte that retardeth myne ymagynacyon”—that is to say, “Here is a doubt that retards my imagination.” The context of the word in that sentence also denotes a sense that something is being suppressed. It could be used neutrally, or even flipped in a positive sense, such as if you were to say that “Our efforts in Europe have greatly retarded the advances of Hitler’s army.” Such a use would be quite positive, in fact. However, this is not the popular use, and even that depends on perspective—truthfully, not everyone would have been please by that statement in the 1940s. Especially today, people are much more likely to use it in a negative sense, even when not attributed to another person. Unfortunately, even that minimally negative sense continued to be used until the early 1900s when the word did begin to be attributed to “a person displaying or characterized by developmental delay or learning difficulties” (n., sense 4a), and the use of it even in academia became much scarcer. It didn’t take long for it to become a trend, with hundreds of recorded uses of it in NOW in the last 10 years alone, to be used as a derogatory term equating the genetically determined intellectual deficiencies of some to the mistakes of average-functioning people. By 1968, the OED shows that people began to use the word in an offensive sense as “a person regarded as being mentally or physically deficient, stupid, or incompetent” (n., sense 4b). This is where the controversy lies. While it stems from the social controversy over the ethics of calling someone a retard, it became much more about how it’s used, as it got to the point that it was more pragmatically used to insult or make fun of than in its dictionary-prescribed sense or reference.
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