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Parenting Styles
	In this time and age, to most parents, parenting has been one hard task to accomplishing especially with the different influencers in the society, including the internet. Parents all over the world have been complaining that raising children is very hard considering the fact that whatever the kids themselves wish to know, they just ‘google it up.’ Personally, there was this time when my mom was explaining to me how important it was to go to the stores and make purchases for groceries among other things and I was surprised what was good in that. I thought to myself, why couldn’t I just order everything I want and be delivered on the doorstep? Another day, she was wanted to flog me because it had stolen some few coins from the coin jar and I was busy telling her how that was against the law. Back then, I didn’t see it as a huge issue. Looking back now, I realize how I made my mother’s life hard especially when she tried teaching me core social values and I was there arguing with the modern and new trends. As much as I was a stubborn kid growing up, I think that my parents had figured things out on how they were to raise me into a good child and especially, a responsible citizen in the society. In this paper, i will discuss the parenting styles my parents used to shape me into the adult I am today and explain how it influenced me as I was growing up. In addition, I would highlight on what parenting style I would use when caring for other children.
The Authoritative Parenting Style
	By description, this parenting style is characterized by parents having expectations on their child and having demands on what they expect the child to be like. Consequently, these parents pose a responsive characteristic towards their child (Darling, 1999). This means that as much as they expect their child to exhibit a certain behavior, they also listen to their child’s demands and desires. Growing up, my parents always told me to be a responsible child and that irresponsibility was not tolerable in that house (Darling, 1999). Every time I would fail to finish my homework in time, there were consequences for that separate from what my teacher at school would punish me for. When some homework was too hard for me, I would cry because I know not finishing it will cause problems and my parents would approach me asking what was wrong. Upon telling them, they would help me with my homework and all will be good. In addition, when I had problems at school that shifted my moods, my mother would be empathetic and offer to help me.
	My parents were that type who are forgiving whenever I did something wrong but they made it clear that actions have consequences. There was this time when I snuck out of the house to go for a party next door. My parents had forbid me from going earlier when I asked for permission and when the party started, I found myself sneaking. I remember being punished for that and I was grounded for a whole month with no internet and phone privileges. It felt like hell! Nonetheless, eventually, I learnt that it was wrong to go against my parents. This was the lesson they wanted me to learn in the end and I did. 
Fruits of Authoritative Parenting Style
	Authoritative parenting style has worked well with me such that I feel like am close to my parents and can tell them anything that is bothering me no matter how personal it is because I know they would listen to me and act accordingly (Darling, 1999). As the adult I am today, I see myself as a responsible grown up who thinks twice before engaging in anything. When in a situation I know nothing about, I find myself asking for other people’s input rather than doing it myself. Like for instance, there was this day was in a dilemma between choosing to be in a relationship or be single. I approached my parents about this issue and they helped me choose what was best for me at that point in time. In addition, due to the punishment of defying my parents, I learnt that it is never wise not to follow directives from the elderly and until now, I always listen to advice from anyone who is elderly. This because I feel like the elderly know what is best because they have been through a lot in their lifetime.
	In addition, most of my friends think of me as a mature person who they can rely for advice when faced with issues of their own. Like for instance, there was this time when my best friend was facing a problem of taking a course just because her parents liked it. I remember telling her that it was her life and she needs to take control of it. As much as her parents love the course, she did not and that should mean something to her and them. I advised her to have a sit down with her parents and address the issue squarely and respectfully reject her parents’ desires and follow her dreams.
Which Parenting Style Would I Use?
	Since I was a child raised by authoritative parents, I feel like I would use the same parenting style on children of my own in future, because so far it has turned out to be beneficial (Spera, 2005). This is not just for me but also my parents because every time they see me, they always say that they are proud of me. I remember a time when I had graduated from high school with good GPA points and my parents were there saying to themselves, “We raised an intelligent child.” Indeed, I was intelligent and thanks to them. For this reason, I would want to raise children using this parenting style so that when they are adult, I can be proud of them for whom they turn out to be.
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