Developmental Psychology
Patterson (1989) A developmental perspective on antisocial behavior

This worksheet is worth a total of 25 points. Each question is marked with its respective point value.. Worksheet is due 3/26/21. 
1. Children can learn antisocial behavior from a variety of sources and in a variety of ways. How does the family promote antisocial behavior? How does society increase coercive acts and antisocial behavior? 5 pts

The state of a family is the root of antisocial behavior in children. For example, divorced parents imply a reduction or lack of affection, responsiveness, and parent availability. This ends in disrupted discipline, stress, and antisocial behavior for the child. Moreover, if a child comes from a home with violence, the child's chances of bearing antisocial behavior are very high. The social class of the family also determines the child's behavior. These are factors like race, neighborhood, ethnicity, parental education, occupation, and income. The middle class seems to be doing great in parenting since they can reason with their children, while the lower level cannot and disciplining their children physically.  
Society plays the role of isolating children with antisocial behavior. Parents encourage their children to avoid those displaying antisocial behavior. In agreement, teachers punish the students with antisocial behavior and are not keen to look deeper into the cause. These children feel neglected and end up in deviant peer groups. Later the pressure leads to engagement in criminal activities, hence imprisonment.

2. Complete the following in your own words: 5 pts
An early starter is a child who learns antisocial behavior from the family early. The likelihood of being imprisoned at an early age is high since socialization becomes harder even as they grow up. 

A late starter has not gone through early antisocial training, and therefore their engagement with a crime is in the late years of their adolescence.


3. Which type (early or late) is at a higher risk for further problems into adulthood? Why? 5 pts
The early starters are at a higher risk for further problems into adulthood. It can be explained by their lack of emotional support, counseling, or motivation. They have no one to guide them at home, school, or among their peers. Destruction then becomes the right thing to do for them. 

4. Look both Figure 1 and 2 and think about the progression of early experiences to outcomes in adolescence. Using your knowledge from class as well as information in this article, create a new figure (below – sort of combination of Figures 1 and 2) with different items/examples in each box. Items may not be the same as those in the figures in the article. How would traits about the parents or family alter the child’s early life? What sort of characteristics, behaviors, or experiences could occur in early childhood that have effects on middle childhood? How would that specific effect on middle childhood influence adolescence? Give at least one example/item in each box. Items must have some sort of relation and if that relationship is not obvious, describe it below. You may write your answers below the boxes if you find it difficult to type in the boxes. 5 pts (just be sure to label which box your answer refers to.  
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Family Demographics – (remarriage). Marriage after the death or divorce with the previous spouse.
Parent Traits – anger issues that are relayed to the child.
Early Childhood – anxiety, low self-esteem
Middle Childhood – depression, aggression
Adolescence – social alienation, negative relationships
Family Stressors – low income, frustration, violence, unhealed traumatic events
5. This article was written over 25 years ago. Do you think the ideas are still relevant today? Why or why not? 3 pts
The ideas in the article are still relevant today. A good percentage of children with antisocial behavior end up in jail or have been there. Mental health has never been looked at so keenly, hence the unpleasant tendencies' reoccurrence. Furthermore, freedom of the child was not emphasized then, as it is now, and the children who went through these challenges are today's parents. So yes, the article's teachings are relevant and should be advocated for more to the general public.
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