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[bookmark: _GoBack]The question of whether Paul died or did not die when he was stoned in Lystra is a controversial one. The question is a difficult one to answer. The death of Paul is narrated briefly in the book of Acts. The argument of whether Paul died or did not die after stoning in Lystra is a matter of conjecture. The Jews thinking he had died and that is why they “dragged him outside the city.” The statement “thinking he was dead” is not enough to conclude that Paul was dead. However, someone may interpret it as if Paul died. 
In Acts 14, when Paul was stoned at Lystra, he was badly injured, but he did not die. The reason is that when the other disciples came, he rose, and together they traveled to Derbe accompanied by Barnabas[footnoteRef:1]. The stoning, therefore, left him unconscious. The testimony in Paul's second letter to the Corinthians chapter twelve is closely associated with Lystra's event. In this letter, Paul allusively explains his vision of third heaven to explain sufferings and weaknesses[footnoteRef:2]. The association is valid because the stoning at Lystra made him pass away, and therefore there is a possibility he saw the vision at that time.  [1:  Ger, S. (2004). The Book of Acts: Witnesses to the world. AMG Publishers.]  [2:  Hoehl, S. E. (2011). The mentor relationship: An exploration of Paul as loving mentor to Timothy and the application of this relationship to contemporary leadership challenges. Journal of Biblical Perspectives in Leadership, 3(2), 32-47.] 

In Acts 15, the church's pillars from the great council in Jerusalem agreed to Paul's view that there was no significance in circumcising the Gentiles. However, in Acts 16, Paul took a step of circumcising Timothy despite his stand of no significance in physical circumcision. The action by Paul was not hypocritical. According to Hoehl (2011), Paul was justified to do that because Timothy was a Jew in the first place. Therefore, for Timothy to access the synagogues, he must have been circumcised. The entry of synagogues was significant in spreading the message of Good News since the place was the best place of contact in all the Jewish cities. Besides, it was easy for Timothy to relate with his audience being circumcised since he could easily identify himself with the cultural background. Therefore, the step was a preparation of Paul to Timothy for a mission and a higher task. Therefore, it was not a hypocritical step by Paul since whether circumcised or not, Paul did not regard it as relevant regarding the Gospel's matters. Furthermore, he was ready to sacrifice anything on behalf of both the Jews and Gentiles, as illustrated in 1 Corinthians 9. 
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