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Criminal Statute Analysis (State of Texas)
Preparatory Offenses (Penal)
This act is listed under the penal code as inchoate offenses. The act goes on to define it a person committing an offense if with specific intent (mens rea) to commit the crime, does an act (actus reus) that amounts to more than mere preparation to commit the act that however, tends but fails to put to effect the commission of the intended act. 
For example in case, if a person attempts an aggravated offense such as robbery with violence, their conduct is constituted as an attempt at committing the aggravated offense if the effort is accompanied by an element that aggravates the said offense, say a controlled weapon like a gun.
The issue is one of factual proximity to the offense. An act that would otherwise be mere preparation can become an attempt that is sufficiently proximate to the completion of the full actus reus. However, a lack of temporal proximity will not prevent it from being an attempt.  Nor would the fact that there are several intermediate acts prevent the act from being an attempt.
An accused person who goes through the glove compartment of a car looking for keys to the car that he wishes to steal has attempted to commit theft. 
The offense is a general intent as it is constituted of the offender's state of mind at the time of commission requiring, not only doing the unlawful act but doing it with a subjective intent or objective such as in the example above, to steal the car.
As an inchoate offense, it is not a strict liability as it requires proving of both mens rea and actus reus.
Offenses under this statute carry a punishment one category lower than the attempted offense. If the offense is a state jail felony, its attempt would be punished as a Class A misdemeanor.
Legal impossibility can be initiated as a defense. For example, if an offender under the age of 18 was to murder someone with rat poison, he may quote an act that prohibits people under the age of 18 from buying it, making it legally impossible.
Criminal Solicitation of a  Minor
Under the code of criminal procedure, a person commits an offense if, with the intent that an offense listed by Article 42A.054(a), Code of Criminal Procedure, be committed, the person requests, commands, or attempts to induce a minor to engage in specific conduct that, under the circumstances surrounding the actor's conduct as the actor believes them to be, would constitute an offense listed by Article 42A.054(a) or make the minor a party to the commission of an offense listed by Article 42A.054(a). (Penal code Texas, n.d)
Any encouragement, probably including a mere suggestion, is a sufficient actus reus, or guilty act. The requisite mens rea, or state of mind, of solicitation, is the purpose of having the object crime committed. It is also a specific intent. When this mental element concurred in time with the communication, the crime of solicitation is complete. If the solicitor believed, therefore, that the object crime could be accomplished, he is liable for solicitation, notwithstanding the impossibility of the crime either at the time of the communication or at some later time. (Penal code Texas, n.d)
The offense is also not a strict liability as it requires the coupling of both mens tea and actus reus.
In defense, a person may not be convicted under this section on the uncorroborated testimony of the minor allegedly solicited unless the solicitation is made under the circumstances strongly corroborative of both the solicitation itself and the actor's intent that the minor act on the solicitation.
 An offense under this section is punished one category lower than the solicited offense except in specific aggravating circumstances.
Kidnapping
The offense is defined as restraining a person's means to movement without consent, so as to interfere substantially with the person's liberty, by moving the person from one place to another or by confining the person. The restraint is without consent if it is accomplished by the use of force or any other means that involve acquiring the individual who is incapacitated. (Penal code Texas,n.d)
Generally, the mens rea involved with the crime of kidnapping is the intent to confine or move the victim. The actus reus, in this case, is the act of taking hold. It is a specific intent offense and also not strict liability.
Defenses can be established in the case that the defendant's only intent was to gain lawful control of the victim.
It is classified as a third-degree felony carrying a penalty of two to ten years in state prison and a first-degree felony if bumped up to aggravated kidnapping. 
Unlawful Restraint
A person commits this offense if he intentionally or knowingly restrains another person.
It is a case of specific intent. It is also a strict liability.
Possible defenses would be an act of lawfully gaining control over the individual.
An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor, except in special circumstances such as if the restrained individual is under 17 years of age. (Penal code Texas, n.d)
Aggravated Kidnapping
A person commits this offense if he intentionally or knowingly abducts another person with the intent to hold him for ransom or reward, use him as a shield or hostage, facilitate the commission of a felony or the flight after the attempt or commission of a felony and other acts of actus reus defined under this penal code. The mens rea is the intent to commit this act of aggravated kidnapping. It is a specific intent with strict liability. (Penal code Texas, n.d)
An offense under this section is a felony of the first degree. Possible defenses will be the voluntary release of the victim, which will lower the punishment to a second-degree felony.
Burglary and criminal trespass
You can commit the offense of criminal trespass if you enter and remain on another person’s property. To commit the offense, the defendant must be aware that entry to the property is forbidden, or he or she must receive notice to depart and fail to leave before criminal trespass charges can be brought. (Penal code Texas, n.d)
It is a case of general intent and strict liability.
          Possible defenses for criminal trespass were when the defendant made a genuine mistake, such as if he was drunk and mistook it for his home.
Burglary involves a person entering a private residence or building with the intent to commit a felony, theft, or assault. It is a case of specific intent and is not strict liability.
Alternatively, one can face burglary charges for breaking into a car. The offense extends to breaking into a coin-operated machine with the intent to commit a felony or theft. Both are cases of specific intent and face no strict liability.
The offense of criminal trespass is a misdemeanor in Texas, ranging from Class C to Class A, based on the seriousness of the crime. Penalties for criminal trespass range from a fine of up to $500 (Class C) to up to one year in jail and a fine of up to $4,000 (Class A).
Burglary is a felony. It's charged as a state jail felony if committed in an uninhabited building. If undertaken in residence, it is a second-degree felony. The offense of burglary is charged as a first-degree felony if the home is a habitation, and the perpetrator intends to commit a felony other than theft, such as assault. The penalties for burglary range from at least six months to two years in a state jail and fines up to $10,000 to five years to life in prison. (Penal code Texas, n.d)
Since burglary involves the specific intent to commit a crime once, inside a building, vehicle, or near a coin machine, voluntary intoxication can act as a defense to the degree that it prevented the defendant from forming the requisite intent. ( Burglary defenses, 2019)
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