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Young Goodman Brown by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Question Two
 “Young Goodman Brown came forth at sunset, into the street of Salem village, but put his head… (p.292)” The use of “his” in the sentence clearly indicates that the story is narrated by a third person who is not part of the story. Point of view changes when Young Goodman Brown started narrating the story himself especially where he started narrating what was happening in the dark forest. The result of the change is that it helped fully develop Young Goodman’s character and make the story even more reliable. A story narrated in the third person may not tell the truth of what was really happening to the characters. Thus, by changing to the first person point of view, the author was able to make the story even more reliable. 
Question Three
First, it is important to understand that the term “allegory” is used to represent abstract ideas through characters and events in a story. The story is all about a man who goes on a journey deep in the dark forest where he discovers a witch meeting which familiar people like his religious leaders attended. The discovery becomes a moment he disillusioned about when he woke up from sleep. On an allegorical level, the story has some meanings described below:
(a) Goodman’s Allegorical Meaning
To derive allegorical meaning for this character, it is important to understand that his name “goodman” is relevant. On the surface level, he was a “good” man in the Puritan household, which also means that he was a good husband. Also, the character views himself as a good person who is morally upright. The journey helps the reader understand both his physical and moral journal. This is allegorical because it illustrates his experiences with the old man/supernatural being and the people he met at the witch meeting particularly his religious leaders who he thought were hypocrites. 
(b) His Wife (Faith)
His wife represents faith, virtue, and goodness which are all essentials of humanity. In other words, the allegorical meaning for his wife is that she is an embodiment of all his goodness, faith or belief system of purity and holiness. While he believed in all these, he underwent a process of losing his faith when he discovered what was going on in the deep dark forest. Again this is allegorical.  
(c) The Forest 
The forest represents an inner journey for Goodman Brown in which he tries to reach the inner depths of his moral center. The journey into the forest helps him go away from civilization to a dark heart of the forest that represents sin and evil. In the forest, he discovered witches and sinful activities that were performed by people he thought were religious.  
Question Four
The story is all about a young man who was newly married. He decided to go on a journey into the deep dark forest. The motive was to meet an old man who seemed to be more like a supernatural being. The old man walked Goodman further away from the safety and comfort of civilization further into the dark forest. He was confused whether or not to turn back or keep going (p.298). He was expecting to meet an honest man and a good Christian who would share a lot about his faith. Instead, he met a “devil” who took him further away to a place where he met other people he thought were Christians. As mentioned in the previous question, they had attended a witch ceremony where sacrifices and baptism into an evil group was taking place.  The discovery changed his faith and the way he views the world around him. Generally, he became sadder not knowing who to trust. He started viewing religious leaders as hypocrites because he thought they were presenting themselves as righteous when in reality they were all sinful.
Question Five
There seems to be an offering, which the old man is offering Young Goodman Brown. The offering is the one tempting him to stay even after he announces that he plans to return home. The offering is all about taking part in the ceremony. The only possible reason for this was because the old man wanted him to become perhaps a disciple. This is evident where the old man says “are you feeling tired, do you need help, here take my staff (p.297).” All this would mean that if Goodman accepted to grab the “serpent staff” offered by the old man he would have accepted to welcome sin into himself. Goodman also kept on saying that “faith will keep me back, I’ll return to Faith, I should turn back now…”, but he did not turn back (p.297). He kept walking deeper into the dark forest perhaps because he was not seeing or even hearing what he thought he perceived. This creates an internal conflict he experiences along the journey. 
Question Six
The witch ceremony involved sacrifices and baptism. The ceremony itself could be seen as a larger symbol of sin and communal or humanity’s capacity for evil. These details are parallel to those of a church communion service where believers symbolically take the body of Christ and drink the blood of Jesus Christ. The congregation included things like “grave, reputable and pious people” to demonstrate that it is not recognizable in the Puritan community. In other words, the grave represented sin while reputable demonstrated that the people who attended the ceremony were not God-fearing. Goodman viewed them as evil and immoral. 
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