Personification
This is the attribution of a personal nature or human characteristic to something non-human or the representation of an abstract quality in human form. In this stylistic device, ill use more than one poem to show how personification has been used. In the poem “good Friday”, the writer has personified the sun and the moon by claiming that they are hiding ‘their faces in a starless sky’ (lines 8-9).  By using inanimate objects like the sun and the moon, this enables the writer to connect with the audience. An audience is now able to connect and relate to ideas and objects to the people and hence gives the author a platform to convey his message in a meaningful and in a more effective way.
In this poem, the moon and the sun have been given the human character of being able to hide in a sky that lacks stars. In this context, one is able to have a vivid description of the sun and the moon hiding. A reader is able to understand, sympathize and also react emotionally to these inhuman characters. The word ‘face’ can only be aligned with the human beings or animals. However, when the same word is given to things like the sun and the moon, this may draw more attention to us. Let’s take any example of what the line could look like without the use of the word ‘face’. “…hiding in the starless sky”. One thing that we notice from this line is that it doesn’t capture the reader’s attention. 2nd, anything that is not connected with the human feelings does not make us have any emotions or feelings attached towards it. For example, when a face is mentioned, we have an idea of why one would hide their faces. It could be because of shame or embarrassment. Therefore without personifying the inanimate objects, we rarely attach any human feelings.
