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Adopt and Do Not Shop
I. Intro
a. Attention- When you adopt a pet at a shelter, you are technically saving two lives, the pet you adopted and the pet that will take its place in the shelter, according to Best Friends. (Best Friends)
b. Thesis- Everyone should consider adopting and not shopping for a pet.
c. Credibility Statement- I chose this topic because I love all types of pets and all of them deserve a home. I thought you would like to hear about this topic because many people do not know about the advantages of adopting.
d. Summary Statement- Throughout my speech I will discuss the need for adopting pets, how adopting can save animals and express what the new lives of these pets would be like if everyone chose to adopt.
e. Transition- First, I will explain the need to adopt pets.
II. Main Area I: Pets available at shelters, people buy pets from puppy mills.
a. In shelters, pets are euthanized after so long.
i. According to Best Friends, 2,000 dogs and cats are killed in America’s shelters every day. 2,000 dogs and cats that could have nice home/family. (Best friends)
ii. Shelters kill animals because shelter fills up. Need to bring more animals in, euthanize more if not adopted, cycle.
iii. Best friends shelter stated, few “No-Kill” communities, save about 90% of the animals that they take in. Do not euthanize their pets because community/organizationsput animals’ needs first. (Best friends)
b. Bad alternative is shopping in puppy mills.
i. Humane Society explained, at puppy mills or cat mills, animals kept in poor conditions, improper medical care and food. Poor treatment leads to sickness/troubled behavior. (Humane society)
ii. Animals at mills have zero human interaction. Do not know love or care.
iii. Puppy mills house breeding dogs, breed so many years, discarded after they can no longer breed.Breeding dogs are killed, abandoned or sold. Someone may adopt them.
iv. Mills do not care for their animals, care about the profit.Buy from them,  supportthem/keeping them in business. 
c. Transition- Now, I will explain the many options to fix this problem.
III. Main Area II: To help save pets you can adopt, not able to adopt you can donate.
a. To adopt, visit any rescue groups/shelters in your area.
i. Visit any shelter online and search for animals in your area.
ii. You can visit the humane society, Maddie’s fund, Best Friends, the Animal Rescue League, Emmet county, and many more.
iii. These organizations have ways to adopt pets/communicate with other shelters to help pet search.
b. There are benefits of adopting pets.
i. End the cycle of euthanizing pets.
ii. Save a pet’s life, give them a fighting chance at a life with a happy home/family, give them love and care. Open up a space for another animal in the shelter, give them a chance to be adopted.
iii. Not supporting puppy or cat mills, mistreat their animals, do not give them the proper care.
iv. According to Maddie’s fund, people choose to adopt from their organization because they are doing the right thing. Feel good about saving a life/finding a great companion. (Maddie’s fund)
v. Emmet County stated, pets at shelters are already spayed/neutered, vaccinated/microchipped. Adoption fees are less expensive than a breeder/pet store. (Emmet County Shelter)
vi. Some shelters, the Animal Rescue League,go above and beyond. Behavior evaluations, heartworm tests, feline leukemia tests, flea, tick, and mite treatment, and lastly, a tag, color, and leash! (Animal Rescue League)
c. You can donate or volunteer to the shelters.
i. If you are not able to adopt a pet, visit any shelters website and donate to their foundation.
ii.  Donations are put towards food, vaccines, and tests.
iii. Volunteer by contacting a shelter/signing up. Care for the animals and train them.
d. Transition- Next, what our country/community would be like if everyone chose to adopt.
IV. Main Area III:If everyone chose to adoptnot shop, more pets live a happy life.
a. Have a best friend to take care of them/play with them.
i. Save their life/welcome them to their very own home. 
ii. Some pets have never been in a home. First bed, own dog bowl, toys, love. Whole backyard to run around in, not a pen. 
iii. They would receive much love and attention from you, new best-friend.
b. Puppy or cat mills would not be supported.
i. Production of animals slow down, prevent mills from treating animals poorly.
ii. Adopting would slowly, but eventually end mills and support adoption.
iii. Best Friends has shown that in the U.S., number of dogs and cats killed annually has decreased, about 17 million 1980’s to around 733,000 today. If adopt, number would decrease more, making the world a better place forpets. (Best Friends)
V. Conclusion:
a. Restate thesis- Everyone needs and should choose the option to adopt and not shop for a pet.
b. Restate Summary- I have discussed the need for adopting pets, how adopting can save animals lives, and how the lives of these animals would improve if everyone chose to adopt.
c. Call to Action- If any of you are interested in having a pet, I want you to reach out to a local shelter, rescue group, or even the human society’s website to discuss viewing their animals and hopefully adopting one. If you are not looking for a pet at this moment and time, I still want you to reach out to any shelter, or the shelters that I have mentioned today and discuss the options of volunteering or donating to help make these animals’ lives a little better. 
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