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Persuasive Essay on Volunteering
A volunteer is an individual who shows willingness to undertake a service without any monetary benefit or recognition. You volunteer because the optimist person inside you spies a flicker of hope. As a volunteer, you understand that you are helping and you believe in change and progress to improve society. Humans are program to demonstrate empathy and awareness as well as participate in social responsibility (Hassler, n.d.). Therefore, it is only right that one participate in volunteering activities. The American Red Cross needs you to volunteer for it to achieve its goals of managing disasters and responding to accidents. 
Providing your volunteer service will ensure that the organization is able to respond to desperate calls from homes and apartments swiftly. As a volunteer, you will be tasked with educating society on how to prepare for disasters. You may also participate in responding to single-family fires with the help of an action team supervisor. As a volunteer in Red Cross, you stand to acquire numerous but priceless benefits. The volunteering will connect you to other like-minded individuals.  It will allow you to connect to the community and improves its aesthetics. You make new friends through the shared activity and expand your social support network. It also increases your social and relationship skills (Segal & Robinson, 2019). Some people are shy and get hard times making new friends; volunteering provides one with an opportunity to develop social skills since you are interacting regularly with new people.
Volunteers comprise of over 90 percent of the American Red Cross workforce and they make it possible to respond to over 62,000 disasters every year. Whether you want to experience something meaningful, learn a new skill, gain career experience, or provide help where it is needed, volunteer opportunities at American Red Cross are as diverse as people who fill them (American Red Cross, 2019). In this organization, you are provided with the appropriate training to do the tasks you will perform. You will also have access to learning modules to develop your skills. These are especially available in American Red Cross; you will not get them elsewhere. 
As a volunteer in this organization, you will develop organizational skills, interpersonal and communication skills, analytical and problem-solving skills, and teamwork and collaboration skills. There is no better time to offer your volunteer service to the Red Cross than now. In average, the organization meet more than 6 million people and the number of people who need help is growing daily. In response, to the Central Florida Tornado of February 2007, the American Red Cross sent more than 40,000 prepackaged meals for the victims. At least 400 volunteers in the organization were deployed to manage the situation with more than 30 emergency response vehicles being deployed in the community to supply food and other necessities (Hackett, 2007). I have also been a volunteer at the American Red Cross as an educator on disaster preparedness. I sensitized individuals and groups on how to prepare before a crisis occurs. Through the volunteering activity, I sharpened my public speaking skills and awoke my passions and heart by doing something that was meaningful. It also brought fun and fulfillment in my life that I did not know I was lacking. Therefore, it is imperative for one to consider offering volunteer service to the American Red Cross.
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