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Assignment 17: The Social Construction of the Self 
Social situations play an important role in constructing the self of a person. Factors such as observations, interactions with other people, social background, comparing yourself with other people, racial group a person belongs to, self-presentation in the society, and self-labelling influenced by social identity one belong or associates with.
The readings come from an African American, a feminist and a lesbian because in the past years, for an African American woman who was a lesbian and a feminist, this were crucial factors thought to not make the self of a woman. The society labelled who a woman should be, and how she should act. For an African American woman who chose a different path, the society sees her as defying the norm. The readings involve this woman to try and discuss whether the external environment makes our selves.
Three points seem interesting and controversial. First is on how the ads are objectifying of how an ideal black or white woman should look. These ads play a crucial role in impacting the self-esteem of women. The second point is the ads focusing on dismembered body parts of a human body and focusing more on the size and shape of the breast. This also has an impact; it implies to women, that it is okay to change their body parts other than changing their husband. The third point is how the society is using food to create self of a woman. The more a woman eats the more fat she becomes thus losing her figure and she is no longer the ideal woman. 
Assignment 18: Feminists and Buddhist Responses to the Idea of Self
In his analogy, Aristotle believed that women and children share a lesser degree in society; he portrays a woman as a being who the society expects to obey and submit to the man. Descartes contributes to shaping the modern women by advocating for equal power for both genders. Descartes believed that each person has the power for the personal discovery of the truth. Rousseau advocated for the equality between men and women, which contradicted with his belief, as he did not believe that women were not deserving of equality. 
The Buddhist view of self-contrast with the Western view in two approaches. The Buddhist emphasizes on human reliance on self-salvation, while in the second approach is the doctrine of an-atman, which entails a soul that is not eternal and a self that is not substantial. 
Neo-Platonism contributed to the degradation of women in western society through the concept of platonic dualism. One concept state the notion of becoming which has truth, material, reality, form and it is temporary. The second concept of being is immaterial, eternal, truth, reality and form.
Assignment 19
Ryle uses the phrase of category mistake in his analogy to correct how human beings understand concepts in a logical manner, which they use in explaining the logic of the mind. The rectification by Ryle portrays that the notion of knowledge does not refer to the hidden or undetected process. When a person tries to reference their physical activities to any kind of mental activity, say an initiative or an intention then the person is committing a category mistake. 
According to Ryle, there is confusion in the concept integrated into philosophy. The confusion happens because there is no existence of a relationship between different categories, like the physical activities and the intention or initiative in the mind. In his analogy, Ryle shows that the mind belongs to a different category from physical matter or physical activity. Since the two belong in two different categories then there exists no relationship between the two. Therefore one commits a category mistake when they claim that physical activity has been influenced by the mind. 
Assignment 20
The cases presented in the video title The Violent Mind are different in that each acts differently under different circumstance. For instance, the first case involved David Garabedian who murdered Eileen Muldoon. As his family describes, David was a calm and quiet person until he started working for a pesticide company which he claimed was poisoning his mind. Another case is of Julie who during one of her seizures stabbed someone with a knife. 
The question of the different cases presented in this video is whether the individuals like Julie or David Garabedian should be charged guilty in a court of law. In classical criminology, in a ruling, the court can rely on rational choice theory. The theory states that an individual commits a crime willingly or people make a choice of their behavior. David may or may not have chosen his aggressive act of killing Ellen Muldoon; he might have been under the influence of poison. 
Before the court makes a ruling that involves an individual who was not in control of their actions at the time of committing the crime, they should evaluate the thin boundary between actions that are from free will and the few cases of diminished responsibility or insanity and decide how much weight scientific evidence should carry in the judicial system (Future Shock Documentary, 2013).
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