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Historical Philanthropist
John D. Rockefeller
How he made his money?
Philanthropy has a surprising history; it dates back to the late 17th century. All along, philanthropists continue to be seen as benefactors. John D. Rockefeller is one of the prominent philanthropists. He was born in 1839 and died in 1937 (Seim, 2015). He believed in a business oriented society and, therefore, made most of his money from the oil industry. He established his own oil company well known as the Standard Oil Company at Ohio in 1870 (Seim, 2015). The company made a lot of profit as it was able to create a monopoly in the oil industry. As the president of the company, Rockefeller became successful and the wealthiest person in the country. 
 How was he philanthropic?
Throughout his active years, John D. Rockefeller was concerned about whether he was being effective something that motivated him to focus more on the outcomes of everything he does. By the time he was retiring from day to day business activities, he had made a lot of money and was wondering how he can be of social relevance. He was later inspired by Andrew Carnegie who also had made a fortune from the steel industry to become an astounding philanthropist (Seim, 2015). He started thinking how he can help tackle intractable social issues people were facing. He finally realized that some of the ways he can do philanthropy is by donating some of his money to institutions like education, religious, and supporting scientific causes. History has it that he donated half a billion dollar to these institutions with an aim of helping them solve difficult social issues (Seim, 2015). 
How his philanthropy has made an impact on modern day United States?
John D. Rockefeller made an impact on modern United States by setting a good example to other companies as well as individuals who now believe that being philanthropic is a way of giving back to the society. Big companies are now donating huge amounts of money to support things like scientific causes e.g. development of Blockbuster and cancer drugs that require millions of dollars to develop. By so doing, philanthropy has been creating solutions to social problems which were once difficult to solve due to lack of finance. Philanthropists are also donating a lot of money and material things to charity work such as supporting the homeless, the poor, education, and even churches. Historical philanthropists such as John D. Rockefeller set the stage for all modern philanthropists who are now doing great things to support their philanthropic causes. As they do so, they help in providing solutions for solving social issues the society had been facing. 
Celebrity Philanthropist
Elton John
How Elton John made his money?
Elton John is a famous classical musician who continues to make his money from music. He has numerous albums he sells on various channels that are now his main source of income. Elton John explains in his biography that he decided to support people living with HIV and AIDS as he has lost most of his friends to the disease (Coates, 2009). He organizes fundraisers to raise money he uses to support his cause.
How is he philanthropic? 
As indicated in the previous question, Elton John is philanthropic because he has been doing charity work to support his cause. Charitable donation is the only way he had been funding people living with HIV/AIDS. By so doing, he had been helping in relieving some of the financial problems people infected with HIV/AIDS had been facing (Coates, 2009). These actions are what make him an astounding philanthropist.  
If their philanthropy will make as big of an impact as the historical philanthropist did. Why or why not? 
Elton John philanthropy has been making big impacts as the historical philanthropists did simply because he is continually helping in offsetting some of the problems the society had been facing. This is even true because we are living in a time when diseases such AIDS have taken a toll hence posing a burden to families and the society at large. Therefore, by offering to support people suffering from such diseases is a great way of serving a cause that not only helps him feel good, but also provide some solutions to social and financial problems people face.
 Is modern day philanthropy different than philanthropy in US history? If so, how?  
Modern day philanthropic practices are not different from historical philanthropy as historical philanthropists seems to have set a philanthropic culture that modern philanthropy basis its charitable actions upon. They are both based on benevolence and humane. Perhaps, the only difference between the two is that historical philanthropists seemed to be no better than the charity of benevolence from which they were trying to emancipate (Hall, 2001). In other words, historical philanthropists were probably not supporting a charitable cause but instead were trying to serve their self interests or a probable cause through philanthropy. This can be true if viewed from a political and economic perspective where some historic philanthropists were doing charitable work to win the hearts of the people who later helped them achieve whatever they wanted to achieve economically or even politically.
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