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Philosophical Analysis
Part 1: The Challenge of Cultural Relativism
According to Rachels (2009), there is less difference in cultural values among societies than it appears to be, or than cultural relativism suggests. For instance, while American society may consider infanticide a high-level crime and an unthinkable act, it is common with the Eskimos. Yet, if one would explore the reasons behind infanticide in the Eskimos' culture, the difference would not lie so much in the values than it would in survival tactics. Eskimo mothers kill their infants, especially girls, not because they cherish the act but because the means of survival make it required to do so. First, like many other primitive societies, Eskimos have longer lactating periods than the current human society. Therefore, since a mother may give birth more than twice while breastfeeding, making it hard for her to look after all the babies simultaneously, they may result in killing them. However, Rachels (2009) insists that this Eskimo cultural activity acts as the last resort as adoption is prominent among Eskimos.
Additionally, the killing of female infants is the Eskimo's way to maintain gender balance since the rate of death in Eskimo males is extremely high. Moreover, as the Eskimo society dictates, the males are responsible for protecting and searching for food in their families. Thus if gender imbalance were overlooked, the Eskimos would end up with a society that contained too many adult females for the males to feed and protect. While our society may find activities such as infanticide inhuman, the Eskimos practice it for survival and only as a last resort. If the American people were in a situation where to ensure their survival, they had to kill their infants; they would not consider it wrong; they would do it for the greater good. Thus, the difference in cultures between the Eskimos and Americans is smaller than anthropologists made it seem.
Part 2: Describing Worlds
The different definitions of worlds described by Lugones (1987) allow me to imagine a world where I would be satisfied and one where I would not be satisfied. There are worlds where, due to previous notions about those worlds as instilled in me by books, articles, and news, I would find myself resenting almost every cultural practice I find. Yet, the same worlds may lead to my enlightenment, making me eventually gain satisfaction and ease in living and socializing among the people of these worlds. But I would not socialize as fully or be as fully satisfied as I would in a world where my first impression was good. The lack of complete satisfaction may be caused by the relations I built and the personality I portrayed when I first encountered such a resentful world. While considering various constructions of self, I believe I would be satisfied in a world where individual freedom and respect for privacy are encouraged, both by myself and by those with whom I relate. Still, I might find a world where these factors are not in play and find myself at ease. But my personality would not allow me the satisfaction I would need.
Part 3: Describing the Quote in Lugones's Article
The quote by Lugones (1987) that says that being Latin and being stereotypically Latin are different simultaneous constructions of persons that are part of different worlds holds a high sense of truth. If I am Latin, living in a Latin world, where Latin culture is deeply understood, and my upbringing is in accordance with the Latin societal norms, I will act like a Latin. This Latin person may also be exhibited in a world whose inhabitants either do not know the roots of my origin or have not heard of the Latin stereotypes. On the other hand, when I encounter a world where the people I relate to use Latin stereotypes to analyze me, I may be forced, consciously or unconsciously, to act the stereotype Latin. Thus, I may be different persons in worlds that know Latinos by their stereotypes and those who know Latinos as Latinos or those who do not know Latinos. This reflection helps me understand myself and others in that according to my personality, I can act according to what people expect of me to nurture good relations and enhance my satisfaction. Depending on the worlds we are relating to, we will end up assuming different constructions.
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