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PHILOSOPHY MATRIX TEMPLATE

Using the Gutek textbook, complete the empty white cells in this template. Your responses in each column should reflect the beliefs about that category according to the specific philosophy for that section. This will assist you in comparing the various philosophies. Ensure that the major principles of each philosophy are clarified. Key words, phrases, and short sentences will suffice. Lengthy paragraphs are unnecessary. The textbook aligns with the matrix chronologically, so you will find the information as you read through the book. Much of this information is clear in the text. For a few of the philosophies near the end of the matrix, however, you may need to make some inferences based on the information you read. The following list is to help you consider what should be written in each column.

· Metaphysics = What is reality/truth? What is purpose and meaning in life?
· Epistemology = Is it possible to know reality/truth? If so, how?
· Axiology = What values should be developed in education? 
· Learner’s Nature = What is the role of the learner? What is the human condition? Good? Bad? Neutral? What learner factors should be considered in education? 
· Teacher’s Role = What is the most effective approach the teacher should take? 
· Curricular Focus = What content is most important? 
· Methodology = What pedagogical strategies are most effective?
· Criticisms = What do opponents of this philosophy/theory say about it?

(The names beside each philosophy are just for reference to help you connect the philosophy with specific philosophers.)

	Traditional Philosophies

	IDEALISM (Plato)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	Focuses on the importance of mental, spiritual and ideal as the basis of reality.
	Knowing is recognition or recollection of latent ideas that are already present in the mind.
	The truthfulness, goodness and beauty, makes good character and an imitation of the Good.
	Strives for perfection, Spiritual and intellectual development.
	Provide knowledge of reality to students. Model and lead discussions.
	Focuses on what is ultimately real is spiritual or ideational.
	Use of words in both written and verbal forms such as discussions and reading to share knowledge.
	The “Ivory Tower Experience”, which does not promote change, instead it supports keeping status quo.

	REALISM (Aristotle)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	Proposition that we live in an objective order of reality that exists independently of and external to our minds. 


	Sensation and abstraction. Involves an interaction between the human mind and the world outside the mind.
	Shape our choices and actions on knowledge about structures of reality.
	Know their student’s backgrounds and how to motivate them. Keep their focus on knowledge and the students’ rational development. 
	Educated in liberal arts and sciences. Should be specialists in the skills and subjects they teach and, in the methods, appropriate to teaching them.
	Instruction in the tools of reading, writing computation and computer literacy needed for student readiness. 
	Has human right to self-determination, self-realization and self-integration seeking to grow in the maturity of human knowledge.
	Does not go off of perception but only off of factual.

	NEO-SCHOLASTICISM (Thomas Aquinas)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	Use faith and reason. Asserted that the universe and life within it was created by God.
	Construed that human being are rational creatures distinguished by their intellectual processes.
	Forming Christlike individuals, encompasses religious and theological studies.
	An active participant with wanting to learn and have the potential for intellectually  grasping and appropriating knowledge. 
	Skilled communicator who is active with the students and communicates knowledge to them. 
	Strong importance on factual learning. Focus on language development; reading, writing, speaking, in example analogies and illustrations.
	Having the desire to serve others, the person has to have the love of truth, the love of persons and the love of God. Genuine love comes from knowledge.
	Criticized for the strict structuring and organization of lessons. 

	Modern Philosophies

	PRAGMATISM (William James, John Dewey)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	A perfect and complete universe can only approached abstractly and distantly.Rejected the phiolosophical theories which offered security through unchanging and absolute truth.Additionally, people lived through environmental interaction and the people on the environment.
	Ideas are always developing and evolving and not fiexed in space and time.Truth is something which usually changes with developments and time.Hence, true is not absolute.
	Self-actualization would realized in the human realm rather than the spiritual realm
	The learner has the right and freedom find a learning environment such as the open classroom setup where they can use experimental inquiry or expository approach to examine as well as assess values and beliefs.Additionally, learners should self-disciplined and self-directed 
	Teachers should act as social agents that transmit communication in a learning environment.The role of a teachers is to guide leaners and establish a conducive learning environment in which students have freedom to use experinetal inquiry method to question, examine as well as test beliefs and values.Therefore, teachers should use expository mode of teaching instead of heuristic approach.
	Curriculum focuses on the cooperation aspect of the human experience.Therefore, the curriculum should be designed to to cater for learner-centred approach in teaching and learning help the students acquire something worthwhile, values , norms, beliefs as well as knowledges and skills.
	Self-corrections-that was realized by enabling the learners to make mistakes or errors and learn from them.
Self-direction-learners decides which direction or path their learning activities flowed.
Self-disciplined-learners used intristic drive to learn.Parents and teachers did not push or force the learners to participate in various learning and teaching activities.
	Give leaners too much freedom to the leaners.
Encourages disorderly in learning institutions

	EXISTENTIALISM (Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, Sartre, Heidegger, etc)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	People’s lives are usually situated in existence facts.Also, we often live in concrete, specific context-space or environment in a certain period
	There is a possibility of knowing truth by people becoming authentic in religious, ethical as well as aesthetic stages of life.Individuals have the responsibity of establishing their process of knowing and knowledge.
	Focuses on authenticity and individuality values.Time and space perspectives , the finding of authencity in school contests and community groups as well as in circumstance of ambiguity and social justice conerns.

	The leaners shoud be responsible for his or her self-discipline.Also, the students are responsible for the creation of  intensity of self-awareness as their tutors or teachers.
	Teachers usually seek to stimulate the leaners intensity of awareness and encourage the quest for individual truth among the learners by asking questions concerning life.
	The curriculum focuses on appriately choosing as well as taking the concepts learned or known and owning them by providing the personal meaning.In other words, the curriculum focuses own taking leaned or known information and making it authentic.
	Learners become authors in their own words.
Instruction or teaching is usually focused on the behavioural objectives.Hence, the learning objectives are specific, measurable, achievable, realistic ,and time bound.

	In person in this system is regarded as an individual and has his or her means of acquiring authencity.
The standards of education not set and desined across the board.
There is too much freedom  

	Contemporary Educational Theories for Transmission

	PERENNIALISM (Adler, Hutchins, William Bennett, Allan Bloom, etc)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	The truth is usually universal.Additionally, truth can be reached through probing, discussing, searching as well as through an effort.People shoud not pick the truth that they desire.
	Creating the truth is universal .Education is a process which lead to the truth.Knowledge is the truth because it is a justifiable truth.
	Cultivation of rational and logical powers to grasp and appropriate the truth to utilize it to giuide our daily lives because knowledge is truth and thruth and unchanging and universal 
	Learner has the direct encounter with the writer or author of the Great Book by reading and analysis themes, concepts as the primary material or source of knowledge or truth
	Teachers should impart knowledge and skills that is known concerning the truth which is out there through acceptable methodologies 
	The curriculus focuses on the education that is designed to develop the learner’s mind by sing the Great Books as the primary source of knowledge.Knowledge is the truth.Truth is unchanging and universal
	Recommendes dialogue and open discussion in which teachers ask leaners leading questions.
	The curriculum focus only European males and leaving African and Asian males 

	ESSENTIALISM (E.D. Hirsch)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	History is the truth and people acquire knowledge of the truth through the study of pure and applied sciences as well as liberal arts
	Knowing the truth and reality is usually done by acquiring societal values , basic skills ,and traditional  through learning 
	Values like subjects and basic skills and knowledge which should help in cultivating societal values such as punctuality, effort, hard work, patriotism, civility as well as respect for the government or authority
	The learner should learn basick knowledge and skills  as well as necessary subjects from the past generations. 
Learners are responsible for a successful and functioning society
	Teacher,s role is to transmit or impart civility through the established educational curriculum based on sciences and liberal arts which are rational historically.
Teachers also guide the leaners as they move from one level of education to another.For instance from grade K to Higher learning institutions. 

	The curriculum focuses on science and liberal arts that is historically rational 
The curriculum also emphasizes on subject matter.It is significant to learn methods, content and structure of a subject like biology before relating it to physics, chemistry, mathematics and liberal arts.
	The methology involves the preparation and transmission of cultural inheritance from one generation of the society to another.
	The goals and objectives of this curriculum is to produce socio-economic status quo in the society.Hence, establishing social stratification or class system in the society(ies)

	BEHAVIORISM (Skinner)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	There is existence of  clear analogies between natural selection and learning 
	Individuals are usually concrete, specific things such as species and other classification groups.On the other hand , classes are abstract. Individuals also engage in various processe such as behavior but there is no specific law of nature.
	The environmental conditions are important and need to be valued since it where people learn new behavious as well as it is where individuals show various behaviours.
	The learner is passive in nature and usually responds to its learning environment.The behavior of learners is shaped either through negative or positive reinforcement.
	The role of the teacher to facilitate learning as well as motivate learners.Teachers encourage to actively participate in learning activities as shape their behavior through positive and negative reinforcement 

	The curriculum is goal-oriented and focuses on learning based on environment conditions
	The methodology involives facilitating learning for the acquisition of new behavior based on our environmental conditions
	Proponents of behaviorism claim that all human beings are products of the environment and individuals cannot change or create new environment.Additionally, Behaviorism view people as passive creatures who accepts their social status.

	Contemporary Educational Theories for Transformation

	RECONSTRUCTIONISM (Counts)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	Reality is usually the context whereby the situation occurs
	By comprehending the situational context one is able to know the true reality of various things
	Functions, processes and meaning should be learned as well as valued to assist the context of a particular situation
	The learner should think big and wider to plan for the future while comprehending the context of the situation in the world where he or she lives as well as the history of the world
	To help the learner to develop a mind which helps to plan for the future.Additionally, a teacher should help the learner to under the context of the situation in which the history occured
	The curriculum focuses on the history of the society.Evaluate the development of technological and industrial economy , developing knowledge and skills appropriate to make informed choices and critical appraisals to help in reconstruction of our societies.
	The methodology invoves the introduction of technology through curriculum to establish  future-oriented minds as well as the planning attitudes required in society.
	This system focuses more on political view and politics describe the world history the facts.

	CRITICAL PEDAGOGY (Friere, Giroux, Noddings, Gloria Watkins [bell hooks], Peter McLaren, etc)
This section might be a bit more challenging than the ones above. You are encouraged to supplement the textbook information with internet searches on the topic.

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	Truth and reality is usually question.The questioning of the reality and truth is to criticize the social norms and the society in general
	The ability of an indidual to be a free thinker and question society , social norms , mass media ,and popular culture. 
	Evaluating various underlying information or messages in our social roles, lfestyles, media ,and culture
	The learner critically learns cultural or social norms and view them as a problem .Then the leaner share the examined social norms with other learners to create awareness in the society 
	To lead the learners in questions practices and ideologies regarded oppressive in the society 
	The curriculum focuses on enabling learners to become crictical about a certain subject.
Helping the learners to learn by themselves by handling course materials and course work
	Expository methody in which the teachers establish a learning environment where learners are entirely in the control of learning activities as well as grading.
	Creates distrust in our societies.
Learners may thinks that they are elites 

	CONSTRUCTIVISM (Piaget, Vygotsky, Constance Kamii, etc)
This section might be a bit more challenging than the ones above. You are encouraged to supplement the textbook information with internet searches on the topic.

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	Reality is developed through knowledge and past experiences 
	Truth and reality can be acquired by learning from our past experiences as well as developing them
	The people prior to the conceptual knowledge and past experiences .This usually determines how and what they plan to learn in the fture.Learning is active and a lifelong process 
	The learner usually determines the results or outcome in the classroom.Leaners usually use previous experiences to understand various concepts.
	The role of a teacher is to facilitate learning by presenting the information or the subject matter in a manner in which learners comprehends easily.This is usually done through the use of relevant and appropriate teaching aids.
	Learning is an active process developed to assist learners to internalize new concepts and information enable them develop new understanding 
	Learning is individualized and each learn different concepts, ideas and information based on conceptual knowledge and past experiences.
	This system requires a lot of resources to support individualized learning .Also, learners do not learn the same concept or idea so the instructor should present the subject matter and expect the learners to learn on their own.
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