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PHILOSOPHY MATRIX TEMPLATE

Using the Gutek textbook, complete the empty white cells in this template. Your responses in each column should reflect the beliefs about that category according to the specific philosophy for that section. This will assist you in comparing the various philosophies. Ensure that the major principles of each philosophy are clarified. Key words, phrases, and short sentences will suffice. Lengthy paragraphs are unnecessary. The textbook aligns with the matrix chronologically, so you will find the information as you read through the book. Much of this information is clear in the text. For a few of the philosophies near the end of the matrix, however, you may need to make some inferences based on the information you read. The following list is to help you consider what should be written in each column.

· Metaphysics = What is reality/truth? What is purpose and meaning in life?
· Epistemology = Is it possible to know reality/truth? If so, how?
· Axiology = What values should be developed in education? 
· Learner’s Nature = What is the role of the learner? What is the human condition? Good? Bad? Neutral? What learner factors should be considered in education? 
· Teacher’s Role = What is the most effective approach the teacher should take? 
· Curricular Focus = What content is most important? 
· Methodology = What pedagogical strategies are most effective?
· Criticisms = What do opponents of this philosophy/theory say about it?

(The names beside each philosophy are just for reference to help you connect the philosophy with specific philosophers.)

	Traditional Philosophies

	IDEALISM (Plato)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	Focuses on the importance of mental, spiritual and ideal as the basis of reality.
	Knowing is recognition or recollection of latent ideas that are already present in the mind.
	The truthfulness, goodness and beauty, makes good character and an imitation of the Good.
	Strives for perfection, Spiritual and intellectual development.
	Provide knowledge of reality to students. Model and lead discussions.
	Focuses on what is ultimately real is spiritual or ideational.
	Use of words in both written and verbal forms such as discussions and reading to share knowledge.
	The “Ivory Tower Experience”, which does not promote change, instead it supports keeping status quo.

	REALISM (Aristotle)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	Proposition that we live in an objective order of reality that exists independently of and external to our minds. 


	Sensation and abstraction. Involves an interaction between the human mind and the world outside the mind.
	Shape our choices and actions on knowledge about structures of reality.
	Know their student’s backgrounds and how to motivate them. Keep their focus on knowledge and the students’ rational development. 
	Educated in liberal arts and sciences. Should be specialists in the skills and subjects they teach and, in the methods, appropriate to teaching them.
	Instruction in the tools of reading, writing computation and computer literacy needed for student readiness. 
	Has human right to self-determination, self-realization and self-integration seeking to grow in the maturity of human knowledge.
	Does not go off of perception but only off of factual.

	NEO-SCHOLASTICISM (Thomas Aquinas)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	Use faith and reason. Asserted that the universe and life within it was created by God.
	Construed that human being are rational creatures distinguished by their intellectual processes.
	Forming Christlike individuals, encompasses religious and theological studies.
	An active participant with wanting to learn and have the potential for intellectually  grasping and appropriating knowledge. 
	Skilled communicator who is active with the students and communicates knowledge to them. 
	Strong importance on factual learning. Focus on language development; reading, writing, speaking, in example analogies and illustrations.
	Having the desire to serve others, the person has to have the love of truth, the love of persons and the love of God. Genuine love comes from knowledge.
	Criticized for the strict structuring and organization of lessons. 

	Modern Philosophies

	PRAGMATISM (William James, John Dewey)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	EXISTENTIALISM (Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, Sartre, Heidegger, etc)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contemporary Educational Theories for Transmission

	PERENNIALISM (Adler, Hutchins, William Bennett, Allan Bloom, etc)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ESSENTIALISM (E.D. Hirsch)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BEHAVIORISM (Skinner)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contemporary Educational Theories for Transformation

	RECONSTRUCTIONISM (Counts)

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CRITICAL PEDAGOGY (Friere, Giroux, Noddings, Gloria Watkins [bell hooks], Peter McLaren, etc)
This section might be a bit more challenging than the ones above. You are encouraged to supplement the textbook information with internet searches on the topic.

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CONSTRUCTIVISM (Piaget, Vygotsky, Constance Kamii, etc)
This section might be a bit more challenging than the ones above. You are encouraged to supplement the textbook information with internet searches on the topic.

	Metaphysics
	Epistemology
	Axiology
	Learner’s Nature
	Teacher’s Role
	Curricular Focus
	Methodology
	Criticisms
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