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Consonants and Vowels
In English, there are different vowels and sounds. Learners often confuses the 21 consonants and 5 vowels, thinking that they make the English sounds. That is wrong. Consonants and vowels are not letters but are sounds (Alexander, 2016). They vary from people's accents. It depends on how people slice them, but the total known vowel and consonants sounds are about 20 and 24, respectively. 
A vowel sound is made with mouth fairly open or the spoken nucleus syllable while the consonant sound is produced when the mouth is relatively closed. When people talk, the stream of vowels is broken by the consonants (Alexander, 2016). Eventually, consonants need more precise articulation comparing to the vowels. Many of the syllables consist of a vowel, although the vowel-like consonants occasionally become syllables.
The descriptions of consonants occur in three dimensions—the place of articulation, voicing, and manner of articulation. For instance, we can describe the sound [d]. Its place of articulation is alveolar. That means the vocal tract narrowing will involve alveolar ridge and tongue tip. The manner of articulation of the sound is described as an oral stop (Hume, 2018). 
Therefore, the narrowing is complete, where airflow is blocked through the mouth by the tongue. No air will flow through the nose. The sound is voiced. That means, the vocal folds vibrate.
The vowel sound gets made with no obstruction in the vocal tract. They can be described as sonorous. Each vowel is shaped after the tongue's body moves in the mouth, but some of the vowel's lips are rounded (Hume, 2018).  The tongue can be raised, either high, to a mid-position, or low. The position and shape of lips result in third articulatory dimensions. In Labialization, the lips can be spread or rounded.
Finally, to understand vowel and consonant sounds, one must check their differences and their descriptions. That means, following the manner of articulation, the voicing and place of articulation for the consonants. Vowel sounds get described in terms of height, the length of the lips, and the place tongue.
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