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Plato
The Allegory of the Cave
According to Plato, one can lead a whole life without realizing that they are living in the dark. The cave dwellers who did not see the real objects assumed reality is what they witnessed and even mocked the person who had seen the light and real images. Lack of knowledge can make a person think they are knowledgeable when they are living in the shadows, like the sophists who doubted if true knowledge could be attained. Plato’s myth of the cave can be seen as a different reality that could exist between those with knowledge and those without. He explains that without knowledge one could be in the dark world of the cave while after attaining knowledge one moves to the world of light. After seeing the light or acquiring knowledge, one cannot move back to the world of darkness because they have seen a different reality that is informative and infallible. The shadows he uses show how different life can be when all what a person knows are shadows or a reflection of the truth. With passion for wisdom and seeking knowledge, people can understand the real life without being obstructed by shadows. 
The divided line shows levels of knowledge that people can gain. Types of thought include imagining, belief, thinking and intelligence. Imagining is the lowest form of knowing something because the activity penetrates through mere appearances, where people take them as true realities. He gives the example of a shadow, which is seen as a real object. He also argues against images created by art because they change the view of a real thing to show what the artist interpreted as the real thing. Poets and artists create images that stimulate illusory ideas in the observer. Images fashioned through words were sources of illusion, because they had a lot of power. People could use words to change reality and make each side of an argument seem as good as the other. Belief, according to Plato, was the sense of certainty that people get from observing visible and tangible things. Believing is wrong because it gives people a sense of certainty even when that is not absolute certainty. Although beliefs are from the testimony of seeing, they are better than images, but they do not give us the highest form of reality. Our knowledge is still limited when it is based on visible and tangible things. 
From believing Plato talks about thinking, which has moved from believing to gaining knowledge. The best example Plato gives is that of a mathematician who sees things as symbols of reality. They engage in abstraction to realize what a thing symbolizes. They look at the visible and the intelligible symbol. Science forces people to let go of their senses and rely on intellects. Through thinking, people are bale to abstract from visible objects and consider other variable properties that can be associated with a single object. Thinking makes people isolate truths of others, giving them a chance to question why a certain truth is true. 
Perfect intelligence comes from asking for a fuller explanation of things. It requires one to see the unity of a reality. Perfect intelligence moves from symbols and knowledge to forms. Forms are changeless, eternal and nonmaterial essences that are seen as copies. For example, humans see triangles as copies of a triangle. Beauty can also be only be seen as a copy because we know what beauty looks like. Forms involve deciphering the truth behind definitions, like beauty. With belief, one will see an opinion, but with forms one will know the essential nature things. Forms are the agency through which the principle of reason operates. 
