Last Name 3

Name
Professor

Course
Date
Prose and Mixed Media: The Case of Pocahontas
Pocahontas by Disney portrays some differences from what John Smith writes in his texts. For instance in A True Relation in 1607 and The General History of Virginia, New England and the Summer Isles written in 1624. This paper will look at John Smith's writings in comparison to Disney's Pocahontas.

Pocahontas is the main character in both the prose and animation film. In Disney version, she is playful, likes diving and is spiritual. She is loved by chief Powhatan. She is also portrayed as a wise lady by standing on top of cliffs. In the history texts, she is also named as Matoaka. She is also playful and energetic. However, there is an engraving that was done where she is also the same age as in the film, and it portrays a Christianized lady wearing western regalia (Pettigrew, 33). She is believed to be also short like most ladies of her time. She is also believed to have been around ten years old when the film took place

Captain John Smith is historically described as a man of average height, stout and tough with dark hair and a full beard (Pettigrew, 33). His character fluctuates from being heroic, manipulative and thuggish. Disney's version, on the other hand, describes Smith as a hero who likes diving in water to save members of his crew. He also allows Pocahontas to correct him. In both film and prose, Smith is believed to have a way of communicating well with other cultures.

The film is set in 1607 and hero captain John Smith is on a long journey to Virginia to recover the gold and wealth they hoped to find there. The Powhatan are also celebrating the return of their chief and warriors after conquering the Massawomecks. In the Disney's version, it is agreed that the English set out for Virginia to search for gold.

In Disney's version Pocahontas after speaking to her grandmother, Willow can hear the approaching English ship and goes ahead to investigate it. After mounting the British flag, the men are directed to start searching for gold. In the historical text, when the men arrive, it is captain john smith who checks out the area because he was in custody and confined to the ship namely Susan Constant. 

In the animation, Pocahontas is interested in the moves of Smith and decides to follow him around into the forest. He readies to attack thinking it was an enemy only to see her. The historical version, on the other hand, says that they met when she was observing cartwheeling. When they met, it is assumed that she was barely ten years.  The historical text also states that john smith was captured by chief Powhatan before he met Pocahontas.

The real end of the two accounts is tragic after they have been separated from her true love. It is implied in the film that she would help the British and her people to make peace while in real life their relations went south. The conflict skyrocketed but was just reduced when she was kidnapped. It is believed that she never went back to Virginia and later died.

Disney involves Pocahontas into history scenes that did not include her much and ignored real events of her life. Additionally, Disney picked out the main characteristics of individuals who were involved in the famous parts of the Pocahontas legend (Pettigrew, 33). They based the events of the film on the best possible outcome.
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