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The Pocahontas Myth, Pocahontas Perplex and Historical Inaccuracy of Indian Costumes
The Buzzfeed article and video on Native Americans trying on Indian costumes is a stark reminder of the racist treatment towards Native Americans throughout history. It is also an indicator of the general lack of knowledge about Native American culture and values. A key quote that stood out was when one of the two men stated “A costume like this keeps Native Americans in the past, as if we’re not real people today” (Avila, 1). This statement highlights the sustained marginalization of Native Americans since the 17th century and the lack of effort by the white American society to restore the values held dear by Native Americans. The debunking of the Pocahontas Myth by Chief Roy Crazy Horse is an indication of how false stories can have a long-term impact on a particular group of people. The Pocahontas story was used to justify wars on Indian tribes which had only been friendly and accommodating to the Euro-Americans settling on Indian lands. The fact that such a historically inaccurate and divisive story continues to be used by modern American filmmakers shows how there is still a lack of respect given to Native Americans. The Pocahontas Perplex as defined by Green is when Indian -and any other notable minority group’s- women are assigned a positive image if they help, sacrifice for, stand by, and help white men (Green, 710). The impact of this perplex throughout history is that the Indian woman has lacked a definition that stands apart from males, whether from Indian tribes or white society. This perplex provided unnecessary and inaccurate justification for the Indian-White experience whereby the Indian women were expected to conform to the apparent actions by Pocahontas to help white men. 
The connections between the Indian costumes, the Pocahontas Myth and Pocahontas Perplex are that they share the theme of history being written based on a single inaccurate version of events. Similar to “The Danger of a Single Story” by Adichie, these other stories are characterized by misleading historical accounts with no regard for accuracy or future impact. The Pocahontas Myth and Pocahontas Perplex are both inaccurate versions of history that were used as justification by white settlers for numerous generations of crimes against Indian tribes. The story of Indian costumes also shows how inaccurate understanding of traditional Indian costumes play a role in further marginalization of Native Americans. Contemporary examples of the Pocahontas Myth include movies and cartoons while examples of Indian costume inaccuracies include Halloween costumes. These modern versions perpetrate the racist attitudes towards Native Americans and instill these views of Indian tribes in young minds who then grow up and further spread the inappropriate take on Native Americans. In addition, these contemporary examples portray Native American tribes as savages and inferior to the Euro-Americans since they are only assigned positive images in stories where they help white men. 
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