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Good Fences Makes Good Neighbors

Robert Frost's ‘Mending Wall' portrays the concept of the reasons people create figurative and literal fences between each other. The poem talks about two neighbors and their differing opinions concerning a wall, which separates their properties. The wall represents how people keep themselves physically and psychologically separate and detached from other people in the communities or society that they live. In the poem, the wall separates and detaches the speaker from the neighbor. The speaker does not understand the importance of the wall, while, the neighbor thinks that the wall is essential so that each one of them can have their privacy. There are devices throughout the poem, which allows for the deeper meaning of the wall. It allows the two neighbors to mend their friendship, reminisce about their lives and became close during every spring when making the wall. The speaker himself says that "something there is that doesn't love a wall." The wall brought them together, in the end, showing the importance of separation. The speaker concludes by saying that ‘good fences make good neighbors.'

The line, ‘good fences makes good neighbors' teaches us that it is important to have boundaries in our lives and there is time to break down walls and time to keep them up. In my life, this line affected my relationship with my then-girlfriend. I had a very close friend, whom I could tell everything that happened in my life and all the secrets, which I had. We shared most of the things together, even some confidential information like family matters that didn't require third parties. We did not have boundaries in our engagement; there were no ‘fences,' and the friend knew all of my secrets. 

I used to tell the friend what my girlfriend likes and what she does not like. Everything that we were going through with her be it good or bad things, my friend always knew. He knew everything about the two of us and had every detail of my girlfriend. They were friends but not close friends, so it was kind of weird that he knew most of the things about her. At one point, we had issues with my girlfriend because I had promised to buy her an expensive smartphone, which she urgently required at the time to work on some projects, but I did not have enough cash at the time. She got angry and stopped talking to me since she had put plans in place after my promise. I later told my friend everything that had happened between my girlfriend and I and gave him the full details.

The friend went and told his friends, who had an interest in the girl, about my issues. His friend took that as an opportunity, bought a smartphone and took it to the girl. I later found out that he told the girl that I had told him about the problems that we were having and found it best to sort them out. My girlfriend became mad at me saying that I usually share our issues with my friends. Luckily, we had built a healthy relationship, and it was only a small misunderstanding that we had, she did not accept the phone despite needing it. 

I learned the importance of having boundaries in life and did not have any regrets about the situation as it was a learning experience. No matter how close you may be to your friend, it is not right to disclose every information as some may come back to bite you. I had a mixed experience, sad that my friend had shared the secret that I had confided in him and happy that my girlfriend understood my situation and came back to me. The whole issue is behind me, and we pushed forward.
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