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Poems
	For this assignment, I will be discussing three poems, Theme for English B by Langston Hughes (1949), Incident (for Eric Walrond) and Coal by Audre Lorde.

The poem "Them for English B" speaks about a young student of age twenty-two who is an English class. His teacher asks him to write a page about himself which should be true. At some point, the speaker states how he is not sure about what is true for he believes in what he hears feels and sees. At his young age, it is hard for him to define what is true to anyone. The persona in the poem writes about him starting by noting his age and that he is the only "colored" student in his class. Also, he gives the number of schools that he has attended up to the date of writing the poem. He explains where he resides and how he gets to school and back to his class. In the narrative, the writer states how he wonders if him being colored make his paper colored too. He explains to the instructor how being white and older did not prevent him from learning from the writer of the writer learning from him. He concludes by stating that "This is my page for English B"

The second poem “Incident” describes the incident where the writer, eight years of age, on visiting the old Baltimore meets with a Baltimorean. The Baltimorean kept looking at him. Attracted to the gesture, the writer smiles but instead of smiling back, the Baltimoreans pokes out his tongue and calls him “Nigger” 
“Coal” the writer describes herself as the coal. She describes blackness through the use of coal and t source as deep earth. She uses the term coal to describe how she comes deep from the ground. She also explains how some words hurt just like a diamond can do when on a glass window. The poem describes how the words used on the speaker had a lasting adverse effect.
1. Explain how and why the poets explore the theme of identity and race.
	Starting with the “Theme for English B” the writer explores the theme of identity that understanding oneself is important. He starts his page by describing who he is. “I am twenty-two, colored, born in Winston-Salem… I am the only colored student in my class…I like to sleep, drink, and be in love. I like to work, read, learn and understand life. I like a piper for Christmas present or records.” In addition to him describing himself, he states that it is hard to identify what is true for someone of his age. On matters of race, he points out how he is standing out in his class as a colored student. He points out that being colored did not prevent a person from liking what white people liked. “I guess being colored doesn’t make me not like the same things other folks like who are other races.” Showing that he also liked the things white people liked. Also, on addressing the theme of race, he points out how he and the instructor, who was white, sometimes did not want to be parts of each other although at the end of it they learn from each other. He shows that the white and the colored though part of each other did not want to admit the fact. “You are white… yet part of me, as I part of you. That’s American. Sometimes perhaps you don’t want to be part of me. Nor do I often want to be part of you.”
Why: The reason the poet explores the theme of identity and race is to show how important it accept whoa person is despite the race. Also, he wants to show that being white or colored should not separate people as they depend on each other.

 Second, the poem "Incident" explores the theme of identity and race by describing his age and his encounter with Baltimore. He explains how due to his color was undermined by the Baltimorean. He was filled with joy, and he saw a Baltimorean looking straight at him. From his description, he was happy to meet him, and he thought it was the case with the Baltimorean. However, from his explanation that was not the case, the Baltimorean could not even gesture back with a smile.

Why: The poet explores the theme to show how racism and negative actions racism can have lasting effects on an individual’s life. “I saw the whole of Baltimore, From May until December; Of all the things that happened there. That’s all I remember” Despite his tour in Baltimore from May to December, all he could remember was the ill-treat he received from the Baltimorean   
	Third, in the poem “Coal”, the poet discusses the theme of identity and race by use of metaphor. She uses the poem to describe the negative effects that racism has on those that it affects directly. To be specific, she uses the metaphor of how diamond cuts through a glass to describe how the words used on the black people, or her as a black person, hurts. “Some words live in my throat, breeding like adders”.
Why: The poet explores the theme of identity and race to show that words and descriptions based on race hurt. The people on whom the words are used live with them. The poet starts the poem with the phrase “I am black because I come from the earth inside” and concludes with the same sentence.   
2. What do these poets want their readers to take from their work?

There is a general message from the three poems, which is, racism bring lasting negative feeling to those affected by it. To be specific;
The poet of “Theme for English B” wants his readers to know that there is no difference in terms of humanity that is brought about by one’s race. He notes that his paper will not be colored by the fact that he is colored. The poem also wants his readers to understand that despite race, people are part of each other.

In the poem “Incident” the poet want his readers to understand how lasting and influential is that acts of racism. He notes that despite the time he spent in Baltimore and the many things of the place, his encounter with the Baltimorean is the only thing he recalls. 

“Coal” the poet has a message to the readers that some words that the black race is described with, in the time of writing the poem, leave wounds in their souls. The message is words should be carefully used as they hurt as a diamond does on glass.

3. What is their truth for that is expressed through these poems?

For his truth about how we are part of each other, the writer of “Theme of English B” “As I learn from you, I guess you learn from me, although you're older and white and somewhat more free”. From the poets explain how the "colored" student learnt from the white instructor, and how the instructor also learn from the student.

The poet of "Incident" shows the truth of his expression by describing the encounter vividly, though it had happened when he was eight.

“Coal” the truth of the expression that the words had an indelible mark on those they were used on she starts the poem with a phrase and ends with the same " I am black because I come from the earths' inside".

  

 




